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Introduction
Whereas,

ministry shall issue a directive that

it is declared that the
govern the process of production and
export of seed of unregistered varieties

as deemed necessary;

Where, as varieties that are registered
and released at national level are not
competent enough to meet global
market demand which negatively
affect seed producers to engage and be
supply

the required quality and quantity.

effective in global market to
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Whereas,the engagement of investors
in the seed production will contribute
in creating employment opportunities

and generating foreign currency;

Therefore, in accordance with Article
17 of the Seed Proclamation
No.782/2013 and Article 18(2) (b) and
Article 34(1) of the Seed Regulation
No0.375/2016, the Minister has issued

this directive.

PART ONE
GENERAL

1. Short Title

This directive may be cited as
“Directive  for import and
multiplication of unregistered
varieties exclusively for re export

No. 456/20217

2. Definitions
Whereas terms and phrases
defined in the Seed Proclamation

No0.782/2013 and Seed Regulation
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No. 375/2016 shall have the same
meaning, in this directive unless

the context requires otherwise:

a) “Not produced on soil” means
seed imported for  seed
multiplication shall not be in
direct contact with the soil and
being free from plant pests;

b) “Plant pest carrier” means any
thing that can serve as a crrier of
pest from one place to another.

¢) “Phytosanitary certificate” means
a certificate issued by the relevant
authority attesting the health of
plants.

d) “Plant variety prohibited from
entry” means varieties prohibited
from entry into the country in
accordance with the plant
quarantine law;

e¢) “Small holder farmer” mean a
person  who  engaged in
agriculture but not registered as
Private Limited Company (PLC)
or Share Company;

f) “Unregistered Variety” means a
variety that is not registered in the

country’s variety registry book.

g) “Confined agriculture” means an

e
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Notwithstanding the provisions of
the seed proclamation, this
directive shall be applied on
imported early generation seed of
unregistered varieties permitted for
multiplication in confined
agriculture exclusively for re

export purposes. The list of these

varieties shall, on a regular basis,

be made public by the Ministryf/
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foreign trade by allowing import of
unregistered varieties with high
global market demand without being
registered locally and create
conducive environment for their
multiplication and exclusively for re

export.
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PART TWO

REQUIREMENTS FOR IMPORTING

AND EXPORTING VARIETIES

5. Any person to import unregistered

variety shall:

certificate

a) have  competence

granted by the ministry to

multiply and export unregistered

variety up on fulfilling the

Ministry requirements for
confined agriculture;

b) acquire import permit from the
ministry;

¢) submit document attesting its
registration in the country of
origin, otherwise, it shall
undergo the national registration
proceedures,

d) attach procurement and delivery
documents in relation to the

shipment;

e) fulfill

and biodiversity;requirements

quarantine, bio safety,
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6. Any person who has

. Importers  shall  not

PART THREE
MULTIPLICATION PROCESS

imported
permitted unregistered variety shall
multiply the variety in his own farm
or on the contracted farm of another
investor, through confined agriculture,

notifying the regulatory body.

. Notwithstanding the stipulation under

Article 6 above, any person, who
imported unregistered variety to
multiply on another investor's farm,
shall submit  acontract agreement
approved by a disgnated regulatory
authority that assures the
multiplication process is done under
confined agriculture.

multiply
unregistered varieties on farmer’s
field, unless & otherwise it is done
under confined agriculture supported
by contractual agreement.

Before using the farm that has been
used for multiplication of
unregistered  variety for  other
purposes, it shall be approved by the
regulatory body for being free from
seed-borne

pathogens and pests

resides in the soil;
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10. The person shall be accountable by
the relevant law of the country, if the
unregistered variety is multiplied on a
farm other than the agreed one;

11. Importer of unregistered variety shall
not give to another person, to use or
market, the imporeted variety or any
product thereof by way of sale or gift.

12.If the by-product of unregistered

variety has seed, it shall not be given
or sold to be used in the country for
human consumption or livestock feed
in any form.

13. Notwithstanding the stipulation under
article 12, if the bi-product contains
seed, the product may be used to
reproduce in confined agriculture
upon notifying the regulatory body.
However, if it can’t be reused, it shall
be removed based on the advice of the
regulatory body.

14.In the process of multiplying the
imported variety, he shall notify the
relevant regulatory body that the
multiplication is on-going according

to the agreement.
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multiplied seed has been exported.
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PART FIVE

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
OF THE MINISTRY AND
COLLABORATORS

19. Duties and Responsibilities of the
Ministry

a) Issues Certificate of Competence
for those who take responsibility to
import, multiply and re export
unregistered varieties;

b) Ensures imported of unregistered
varieties fulfill the plant quarantine
requirements of the country;

¢) Ensures unregistered varieties to
be imported are not produced on
soil;

d) Issues phytosanitary certificate

as per the request of the
producer;
e) Follow and regulate permitted

unregistered variety for
multiplication is used according

to the intended purpose; if used

outside the intended purpose, the
ministry shall ensure legal
easures are taken as per the
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f) Ensures produced seed is

exported and the by-product is

removed properly.
20. for Collaborators Cooperation

Environment protection, Forest,
and Climate Change; Coffee and
Tea Production and Marketing,
Ethiopian Biodiversity; Trade and
Industry; Investment offices and
the relevant regional bodies will
cooperate for the enforcement of
this directive based on respective
powers and responsibilities vested

upon by law.

21. Effective Date

This directive shall be effective
29th day of December 2019.

Umer Hussien

Minister of Agriculture
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