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Proclamation No. 130/ 2007
Proclamation to amend the proclamation No . 56/2002, 70/2003, 103/2005 of Oromia Rural Lan d

Use and Administratio n

WHEREAS, Agriculture is the main source of livelihood to the majority of the population of Oromi a

and proper management and utilization of land and land resources is required, in which, the present

use doesn't compromise the development endeavors of the coming generation ;

WHEREAS, it is found necessary to correct the distortions and miss-interpretation shown on irrigabl e

land administration and management ;

WHEREAS, it is found important to solve and harmonize the problems encountered whil e

implementing the existing proclamations regarding, rights, obligations and security of rural land .

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with the Revised Constitution of Oromia Regional State No .

46/1994 Article 49 (3) (a) , it is hereby proclaimed as follows :

PART ONE

GENERA L

1 . Short Titl e

This proclamation may be cited as the "Proclamation to amend the Proclamation No . 56/2002 ,

70/2003, 103/2005 of Oromia Rural Land Use and Administration Proclamation No . 130 /2007" .

2, Definitio n

Unless and other wise the context requires, in this proclamation ;

1) "Rural Land" refers to all land out side the boundary of a municipal holding .

2) "Irrigation Land" refers to potentially irrigable land or where irrigation scheme shall b e

constructed upon agreement with the land users and concerned government organs to develo p

the land ;

3) "Land acquired by law" means land legally distributed by competent body, or transferred b y

inheritance or donation .

4) "State holding" means rural land demarcated and those lands to be demarcated in the futur e

which includes forest lands, sanctuaries and protected areas, state farms, mining areas, lakes ,

rivers and other rural lands .

5) "Communal Holding" refers rural land which the local community commonly uses for grazing ,

woodlots and other social purposes .

6) "Private Land Holding" refers to rural land in the holding of peasant or pastoralists or sem i

pastoralists or other bodies who are entitled by law to use the land .

7) "Possession" refers the right of any peasant or pastoralist or semi pastoralist shall have to us e

rural land for agricultural purposes and natural resources development, lease out and bequeat h

to members of his family and includes the right to acquire property produced on his lan d

thereon by his labor or capital and to sale, exchange and bequeath same .



8) "Distribution" refers to the allocation of unoccupied land to individual landless and land defici t

persons .

9) "Redistribution" refers to the reallocation of land that targets the holding/s/ of individual o r

common holding which is applicable only to irrigation land .

10) "Rural Land use" means a process by which the rural land is sustainably used to give bette r

outputs through proper management and conservation .

11) "Rural Land Administration" means a process whereby rural land tenure security is provided ,

land use planning is implemented , disputes and conflicts on land is resolved . and the rights and

obligations of land holder are enforced and controlled and as well the land related data ar e

collected and analyzed to be availed to users .

12) "Rural Land Use Plan" means a practice whereby the options that greater economic benefit s

without causing land degradation and environmental pollution are determined and implemente d

from among the different use options a rural land can give on the basis of physical, economi c

and social information .

13) "A peasant" means any person to whom the right to use rural land is provided to earn th e

livelihood for him and/or his family .

14) Pastoralists" refers to a member of rural community whose livelihood depends on livestock rearing

and move from place to place in search of water and grazing land .

15) "Semi- pastoralist " means a member of rural community whose livelihood depends mainly o n

livestock rearing and to some extent on crop production .

16) "Family member" means children of the land holder or dependents who do not have othe r

income for their livelihood .

17) "Fixed assets" means perennial plants that give yield seasonally .

18) "Modern Agriculture" means any farming system whereby modern farming technologies ar e

applied for better economic development including irrigation and livestock production .

19) "Land information system" refers a system whereby rural land related information are collected ,

analyzed and be availed for the users .

20) "Land registration" means the process whereby information on the expression of rural land us e

right and holding is gathered and analyzed .

21) "Holding certificate" refers to certificate of title issued by Oromia Bureau of Agriculture an d

Rural Development as proof of rural land use right .

22) "Watershed" refers to catchment area from which the run-off flows into one direction/ out let .

23) "Mother tree" means a matured and physically good standing tree from which seed is collected .

3 . Gender expression

The provisions of this proclamation set out for masculine gender shall also apply to the feminine

gender.
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4 . Scopeof Application

This Proclamation shall apply to any rural land in the Oromia Regional State .

PART TW O

The Right to Acquire, Use and Guarantee to Use Rural Lan d

5 . The Right to Acquire Rural Land

1) Any resident of the region, aged eighteen years and above, whose livelihood depends o n

agriculture and/or wants to live on, have the right to get rural land free of charge .

2) Women have equal rights with men to possess, use and administer the rural land .

3) Government and non governmental organizations, private investors and social organization s

have the right to get rural land .

4) The rural community has the right to access rural land for grazing; religious or ritual places ,

water points and other social services .

5) Any peasant, pastoralist or semi pastoralist having the right to use rural land may get rural lan d

from his family by donation, inheritance or from government .

6 . Land Use Rights

1) Any peasant or pastoralist, or semi pastoralists who has the right to use rural land shall have the

right to use and lease on his holdings, transfer it to his family member and dispose propert y

produced there on, and to sell, exchange and transfer the same without any time bound .

2) Without prejudice to this Article Sub-Article (1) selling of fixed assets like coffee, mango ,

avocado, papaya, orange etc, is prohibited .

3) Without prejudice to this Article Sub- Article (2), selling of products of fixed assets like produc t

of coffee, mango, avocado, papaya, orange etc . shall be possible if and only if the followin g

conditions are fulfilled :

(a) The land occupied by the product to be sold shall not exceed half of the total land holding o f

the individual .

(b) The product shall be sold for three (3) years only .

4) According to this Article Sub-Article (3) any individual or organ who bought the property shal l

be obliged :

(a) To return back the holding to the owner after three years .

(b) To take care of and conserve the asset accordingly .

5) Any peasant or pastoralist or semi pastoralist shall not be evicted from his holding and hi s

holding shall not be transferred to any body or organization due to any liability or execution o f

judgment .



6) In any condition the right to sell property specified under this Article, Sub-Article (1) doesn' t

include the land .

7) The use right of any peasant, pastoralist or semi pastoralists shall not be transferred because o f

selling fixed assets, and the previous agreement made on this processes shall be treated in

accordance with this Article Sub-Article 3 (b) .

8) Any individual or organ who bought houses and other buildings built on rural land shall b e

obliged to take off his property .

9) Any mal land user who terminates the right of using his holding is obliged to notilyto the Agricultura l

and Rural Development Bureau of Oromia .

10) Without prejudice Sub- Article (1) of this Article, the rural land use right shall be terminate d

only if that land is required for more important public uses .

11) According to this Article Sub-Article (10,) any individual or organ whose land holing is take n

for public uses shall have the right to get compensation for his properties and benefits los t

beforehand ; as much as possible, gets equivalent land individually or in group .

12) If not possible to replace in accordance with Sub-Article (11) of this Article, compensation fo r

rehabilitation shall be paid .

13) Without prejudice to the condition under Article 7(1) of this Proclamation, considering th e

number of their children they raise, husband and wife upon divorce shall have the right to shar e

their land holding that was registered by their name equally .

14) Aged, disabled, orphans, and women, and also those in the same situation can use thei r

holdings by hiring labour, renting, or entering an agreement to share income with a developer .

15) According to Sub-Article (14) this Article, if the agreement is for more than six months, th e

agreement shall be in a written form shall be concluded before the Agricultural and Rura l

Development Bureau of Oromia .

16) Without prejudice Sub-Article (1) of this Article, any rural land user shall be deprived of hi s

land use right under the following conditions : leaving the land unused for two consecutiv e

years, leaving the holding on his own reason, or neglect conserving the land . The detail shall b e

decided by Oromia Agricultural and Rural Development Bureau .

7 . Determination of Farm Plot Siz e

1) Maintaining the existing farm plot size as it is, the holding size for the future shall not be les s

than 0 .5 hectares for annual crops, and 0 .25 hectares for perennial crops .

2) The plot size for new settlers shall take into consideration the average holding size of the

community in that specific locality .

8 . Consolidation of Farm Plots

The merging of farm plots shall be made based on the consensus and willingness of the holders .
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9 . Transferring Land Use Rights Through Inheritance or Donation of Lan d

1) Any peasant, pastoralist, or semi pastoralist landholder, shall have the right to transfer his land

use right to his family member who have inheritance right according to the lava .

2) Without prejudice to Sub- Article (1) of this Article, heirs whose livelihood is entirely dependen t

on the income from that land, or have no other income shall be given inheritance priority .

3) If the inheritance of land contradicts the provision specified in Article 7(1), the claimants shal l

either jointly, or by any other means they agree upon use the land .

4) The government can distributed any land for which no heir is found, to the landless or to land

deficit peasants .

5) Any peasant or pastoralist or semi pastoralist shall have the right to transfer his land use right t o

his family members or children whose livelihood depends on it, or have no other income, or to

his children who have no other incomes or are landless as a gift .

10 . Rentingof PrivateHolding

1) Without prejudice to Article 7(1) any peasant, pastoralist or semi pastoralist has the right t o

rent out up to half of his holding .

2) Duration of the agreement shall not be more than three years for those who apply traditiona l

farming, and fifteen years for mechanized farming .

3) Land renting shall be valid before the law, if and only if it is registered and approval b y

Oromia Agricultural and Rural development Bureau . The agreetnents made prior to thi s

Proclamation shall be treated according to this proclamation .

4) Necessary support shall be made to make the valuation of land for renting coincide with th e

prospective return from that land .

S) Any organ who rented rural land is obliged to apply proper preservation and conservation for

the duration he holds the land .

6) Any agreement made on land renting shall bear the consent of all individuals who have right s

on that land .

7) For any rented land, the land tax shall be paid by the name of the landholder .

8) Any land holder, having the right to use land, can make special agreement with any investor

to develop his holding . The agreement shall be registered and approved by Agricultural and

Rural development office in the vicinity .

11 . Land RentingbyGovernmen t

1) The government can rent out the land not held by the peasants or pastoralists or semi

pastoralists .

2) The agreement to be made by Sub-Article 1 of this Article shall protect the benefits of th e

peasants, pastoralists or semi pastoralists .

3) The renting price of rural land by government shall be subject to revision as necessary .

4) Theduration oftherenting agteementshall be decided by the government .
12 . Investment Lan d

1) In accordance with the existing investment law of the Region, any private investor shall hav e

access to rural land and is obliged to conserve accordingly .
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2) Private investors are obliged to plant indigenous trees at least on 2% of the given land .

3) The investment land shall be determined in the way that it shall protect the natural recourses o f

the surrounding .

13 . Land for Social Services

1) The community has the right to reserve land for residence and other social service s

2) Land can be used for establishing a village or urbanization by the consent of the community on

substituting equivalent land or paying compensation to the holders .
14 . Distribution and Redistribution of Lan d

1) Redistribution of peasant or pastoralist or semi pastoralist's land holding shall not be carrie d

out in the region, except irrigation land .

2) Unoccupied pockets of agricultural lands may be distributed to the landless and land defici t

persons .

3) By the virtue of their comparative advantages . abandoned state farms shall be distributed t o

the peasants and/or be rented out to investors .

4) For proper utilization of irrigation land and water resource, irrigation land shall be

distributed/redistributed as follows ;

(a) A maximum holding size of irrigation land of a peasant household shall not exceed 0 . 5

hectare .

(b) "The distribution and redistribution" of irrigation land shall be applied to both traditiona l

and modern irrigation lands; but, irrigation lands used by individual or group of farmers

by developing spring water, diverting small rivers, water harvesting shall not b e

redistributed. The details shall be determined by regulation .

(c) The distribution and redistribution of irrigation land shall take place with the participation

and decision of the community using the land .

(d) Giving priority consideration of retaining the maximum holding size of 0.5 hectare for

each holder whose land have fallen under irrigation development, and later from the

remaining land a minimum holding size of 0 .25 hectare of land shall be distributed for

peasants in the vicinity of the .

(e) Any peasant, pastoralist and semi pastoralist whose irrigable land holding is redistribute d

to others shall be compensated with a reasonable rain fed land by the users of the

schemes . If compensation is not possible the land holder shall have the right to get

additional half (0 .5) hectare from the irrigable land .

(f) Any peasant, pastoralist and semi pastoralist whose holding falls under irrigatio n

construction and if the landscape compels, is obliged to permit his holding . However, the

land holder has the right to claim for compensation or replacement of land .

(g) Any Land user whose holding fall under dams, shall be compensated for his propertie s

and given replacement of land by the users of the schemes or from government .

(h) Any irrigation land user shall be obliged to fully and effectively utalize and conserve the

land .

(i) All irrigation land users shall be responsible to minimize and mitigate the negative

environmental impacts associated with irrigation scheme .
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15 . Rural Land Measurement, Registration and Holding Certificatio n
1) The size of rural lands under the holdings of private, communities, governmental and non-

governmental organizations shall be measured in accordance with their size, land use, an d

fertility status and also, shall be registered by the data centers established highrarchicaly .

2) The rural land holdings described in Sub-Article 1 of this Article shall be surveyed with geo-

referenced boundaries and maps shall be prepared by Oromia Agricultural and Rura l

Development Bureau .

3) Rural land holding data including the current holder, its boundaries, status, potentials, th e

right and obligation of the holder shall be registered by Oromia Agricultural and Rura l

Development Bureau and be availed for utilization .

4) Any holder of rural land shall be given a holding certificate by Oromia Agricultural and Rura l

Development Bureau describing the size of holding. use and coverage, fertility status an d

boundary, and also the right and obligation of the holder .

5) Any rural land that is held by lease or rent shall be registered by Agricultural and Rura l

Development Bureau of Oromia .

6) Any rural land holder shall be given a life time certificate of holding .

7) Governmental, non-governmental organizations, investors and social organizations shall ge t

certificate on their holdings .

8) Husband and wife holding a common land holding, shall be given a joint certificate of holdin g

specifying both their names .

9) Without prejudice to Sub-Article 8 of this Article, husband and wife having equal right i n

using the land registered in their names can also independently have a holding certificate fo r

their private holdings . The detail shall be decided by a regulation .

10)The use right of a husband or a wife, or both shall not be affected due to change of thei r

residential areas .

11)Any person who has the right to use rural land is obliged to return the holding certificate t o

Agricultural and Rural Development Bureau up on leaving to use the land .

12) Whenever the use right of rural land is change, the holding certificate shall be changed to th e

new acquiring body accordingly .

13)According to Article 10(2) of this proclamation when the private holding is rented out, th e

holding certificate shall be held by the holder .

14)Any person who is found using the land not given to him legally shall be obliged to leave th e

land with out any condition and also be subject to penalty in accordance with the law .

15)An investor who has got the use right of rural land through lease or renting from governmen t

shall use the right of his assets on the land as collateral .

16) Any one (governmental or non governmental organization or community etc .) who has th e

right to use rural land shall be given a holding certificate by their name, whereas for th e

communal lands held in the Kebele, the holding certificate shall be given by the name of th e

community using the land jointly . The details shall be worked out by Oromia Agricultura l

and Rural Development Bureau .
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16 . Conflict and Dispute Resolutio n

1) Any conflict or disputes arising on land shall be resolved as follow :

(a) First application shall be submitted to the local Kebele Administration .

(b) The parties shall elect two arbitrary elders each .

(c) Chairpersons of arbitration elders are elected by the parties or by the arbitral elders, if no t

agreed up on shall be assigned by local Kebele administrator .

(d) The Kebele Administration to whom the application is lodged shall cause the arbitrar y

elders to produce the result of the arbiteratio15 days .

(e) The result of given by the arbitration shall be registered at the Kebele Administration, an d

a copy with an official seal shall be given to both parties .

(f) A Party who has complaint on the rating elders, has the right to institute his case to the

woreda court attaching the result of arbitration elders within 30 days as of the date

registered by the Kebele Administration .

(g) Woreda court should not receive the suit if the result given by the arbitration is not attached t o

it .

(h) The party dissatisfied by the decision given by the woreda court shall have the right to appeal to th e

high court .

(i) If the high court altered the decision rendered by the woreda court, the dissatisfied part y

may appeal to the Supreme Court .

(j) The decision given by the Supreme Court shall be the final .

2) Not withstanding the provision described Sub-Article 1 of this Article, the parties shall hav e

the right to resolve their cases in any form they agreed upon .

17 . Pending Cases

1) Pending cases at Kebele Social Court shall be resolved according Article 16 of thi s

Proclamation .

2) Pending cases at woreda and other courts shall continue as it is .

PART THREE

Restrictions on Rural Land Use Planning and Conservatio n

18 . Land Use Planning and Use of Sloppv and Gully Land s

1) A guiding land use master plan, which takes in to account soil type, landscape, weathe r

conditions, vegetation cover and socio—economic conditions at watershed based approach ,

shall be developed and implemented by the Oromia Agricultural and Rural Developmen t

Bureau .

2) An equitable water use system shall be established between upper and lower watershe d

communities .

3) In any type of rural land where soil and water conservation works have been undertaken, fre e

grazing shall be prohibited and the condition in which the society utilize will be made step by

step .
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4) If the slope of the land is less than 30 - 60% its management shall follow the strategy of soi l

conservation and water harvesting techniques .

5) Growing annual crops on coral lands having a slope gradient of 30-60% may be allowed onl y

through the necessary terracing.

6) The rural land with a slope gradient of >60% shall not be used for crop production and fre e

grazing and is limited to production of perennial and forage crops only .

7) Rural land of any' slope which is highly degraded shall be closed from human and anima l

interferences for a given period of time to let it recover, and shall be used when ascertaine d

that it has recovered . Unless and otherwise the degradation is not caused by negligence, th e

users - the peasant, pastoralists and semi pastoralists- shall be given compensation or othe r

alternatives for the interim period .

8) Rural lands that have gullies, shall be put to rehabilitate and use by private and neighborin g

holders and, as appropriate, by the local community, using biological and physica l

conservation works .

9) Rural lands that have gullies and are located on hilly areas shall be rehabilitated and develope d

communally, and privately individuals as necessary .

10) The biodiversity in rural wetland shall be conserved and utilized in accordance with a suitabl e

land use strategy as necessary .

19. Conservation of Farmlan d

1) Any rural land user who has got the use right shall be obliged to work on proper management

and conservation of land individually and in cooperation with his neighbors .

2) Any individual who is entitled to use rural land shall be obliged to mange and conserve farm

land boundary .

3) Any rural land user shall be obliged not to perform activities that aggravate soil erosion, like

forest clearing, cultivating along the slope and unplanned design of traditional drainag e

systems etc .

4) Any rural land user shall be obliged to plant tree species that can't cause any damage o n

agricultural land and production and those having economical and environmental advantages .

20 . Wetland Managemen t

1) Rural land users are obliged to refrain from performing activities that cause damage to th e

wetlands and springs .

2) Mismanagement and improper utilization of wetland is prohibited .

3) The wetland shall be used for agricultural purposes, with the consent of the community an d

technical support of professionals .

21 . Dams and Reservoir Area s

1) Any land user is obliged to rehabilitate and undertake conservation activities on the catchmen t

areas of dam sites and reservoirs .

2) Rural land use in the vicinity of lakes, streams and springs that can cause devastation o f

natural resources and biodiversities are prohibited .
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22 . Protected and Demarcated Land

I) The government can demarcate and hold wildlife sanctuaries, parks, forest areas, minin g

areas and lakes, etc necessary for the existence of many living things .

2) As per Sub-Article 1 of this Article, the demarcated areas shall be made to contribute for a

sustainable economic development .

3) Delineation, demarcation, development, protection and rehabilitation and conservation o f

protected land shall be done by the participation of the local community .

4) The condition by which the local community may share the benefit from the protected area s

shall be arranged .

23 . Patches of Forest Lan d

Patches of natural forest lands shall be identified, demarcated, protected, conserved, an d

sustainably used by the local community .

24 . Management of Remnant Mother Tree s

Land users are obliged to conserve and protect mother trees found on their holdings .

25 . Mismanagement and Improper Utilization of Land

1) Any land user is obliged not to plant tree species that can cause damage on agricultural production o r

water sources, and shall also be obliged to eradicate noxious weeds from his holdings .

2) Any rural land user, using land for agricultural development is obliged to conserve, preserve ,

renew soil and water conservation structures, and if not done, construct a new .

3) Any entity engaged in mining development and production shall be obliged to rehabilitate an d

develop the mined land .

4) A directive for the proper utilization and conservation of unoccupied hills, degraded an d

unproductive lands, slid easily, sloppy and mountainous areas shall be drawn .

5) Forest lands, bushes and grass, gullies, shall be protected from fire hazards, expansion of far m

lands and also production of coal .

6) Livestock production shall be made to harmonize with the carrying capacity of the grazing land .

7) Grazing farm lands and natural resources in development areas is prohibited .

PART FOUR
Miscellaneouss Provision s

26.Responsibility of Oromia Agricultural and Rural Development Burea u

Oromia Agricultural Rural and Development Bureau is responsible for the execution of thi s

proclamation .

27 . Penaltv
Any land user who violates the provisions in this proclamation or regulations issued for th e

implementation of this proclamation shall be tried under the applicable law .
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28 . Obligation to Cooperate

Any person shall be obliged to cooperate with the relevant bodies for the implementation of thi s
proclamation .

29. Responsibility of the Regio n

Oromia Regional Council shall issue the necessary regulations for the implementation of thi s

Proclamation .

30 . Repealed and Inapplicable Law s

1) Rural Land Administration and Use Proclamations No . 56/2002, No . 70/2003 and 103/2005 are

repealed and replaced by this Proclamation .

2) Any law and practice inconsistent with this proclamation shall be null and void .

31 . Effective Date

This proclamation shall enter into force as of 29t h date of July, 2007 .

Done at Finfinee, this 29 1 " July, 200 7

Abadula Gemed a
President of Oromia National Regional Stat e
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Proclamation No . 11 0
The Southem Nations, Nationalities and People s

Region Rural Land Administration and Use Proclamatio n

Preamble

WHEREAS, it is conitrmcd in the Constitution of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia that the right to
ownership of land is exclusively vested in the state and i n

the people ;

WHEREAS, the 1994 revised constitution of SNNPR G
stipulates that the right to ownership of land is exclusivel y
vested in the state and in the people.

WHEREAS, Article 52(2) (d) of the Constitution stipulate s
that the power entrusted to regions to administer land an d
natural resources is to be implemented in accordance with
the law to be enacted by the federal state ;

WHEREAS, it is necessary to sustainably conserve an d
develop natural resources and pass over to the comin g
generation through the development and implementation o f
a sustainable rural land use planning based on the differen t
agro-ecological zones of the region.

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish-a data base syste m
for different types of land holdings such as private ,
communal and state land holdings so that it may enable to
identify land use rights.

WHEREAS, it is necessary to resolve problems that arise in
connection with encouraging individual farmers, pastoratists
and agricultural investors and establish a conducive system
of rural land administration ,

Y.t1 Tl 1?C1 ,tdrt l f."/ . 1 ari;
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WHEREAS, it is believed that ensuring women's land
holding right is necessary for agricultural production and
productivit y and to speed up the environmen t development.

WHEREAS, it is deemed necessary to put in place lega l
condition s which ar e conduciv e t o enhance and strengthen th e
land use right of farmers to encourage them take the
necessary conservation measures in areas where mixed
farming of cro p an d anima l production i s prevalent an d wher e
there is threat of soil erosion and forest degradation ;

WHEREAS , i t has become necessary to establish a conduciv e
system of rural land administration that promotes th e
conservation and management of natural resources, an d
encourage s privat e investors in pastoralist area s where there is
tribe based communal land holding system ;

WHEREAS, the Federal government has vested powers t o
region s i n the Proclamation No . 456/200 5 t o promulgate la w
taking i n t o account th e pragmati c realitie s of the regions.
Now Therefore in accordanc e with the revised constitution
of Southern Nations , Nationalities and People s region articl e
51 sub article 3(A), it is where by proclaimed as follows .

SECTION ONE

GENERA L

1. Short title

Thi s Proclamatio n may be cite d as th e state of Southern

Nations, Nationalities and Peoples land administratio n

and use proclamation no. 110/2007 .

2. Definitions

In this proclamation unless the context requires othe r

wise .

1) "Region means the Southern Nations, Nationalitie s

and Peoples Region ;

2) "Rural land" means any land outside of a

municipality holding or a town designated a s suc h

by the relevant law .

3) "Rural land administration" means a proces s
whereb y rura l land holding securityis provided , lan d

use planning is implemented, disputes between rura l
land holders are resolved and the rights and

obligations of any. rura l land holder are enforced, an d

information on farm plots an d grazing lan d holders

are gathered analyzed and supplied to users;

4) "Rural land use" means a process whereby rural lan d

i s conserved and sustainabl e used in a manner that

gives better output ;

5) "Rural land use plan" means a practice whereby th e

options that giv e greater economi c benefits with out

causing land degradation and environmenta l
pollution arc determined and implemented fro m

among the different use options rura l land ca n giv e

on the basis of physical, economic and socia l

information ;
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6. "Holding right" means the right of any peasan t
farmer or semi-pastoralist and pastoralist shall hav e
to use rural land for the purpose of agriculture an d
natural resource development, lease and bequeath t o
members of his family or other lawful heirs, an d
includes the right to acquire property produced o n
his land thereon by his labour or capital and to sale ,
exchange and bequeath same ;

7. "Family member" means any person who
permanently lives with land holder sharing the
livelihood of the later ;

8. "Guardian" means a legal person who takes care o f
orphans or children that have missed their parents b y
death or by any other reason . ;

9. "Peasant" means a member of a rural community
who has been given rural land holding right and the
livelihood of his family and himself is based on th e
income from the land ;

10. "Pastoralist" means a member of a rural communit y
that raises livestocks by holding rangeland and
moving from one place to other and the livelihood o f
himself and his family is based mainly on th e
produce from livestocks .

11. "Semi pastoralist" means a member of a rural
community whose livelihood is based mainly on
livestocks raising and to some extent on crop
farming'

12. "Minimum size holding" means size of rural land
holding the productivity on which can ensure the
food security of a peasant, semi-pastoralist and
pastoralist, family, or which suffices for crop
farming, perennial crop farming grazing, hous e
building and garden;

13. "Private holding" means a rural land which is
occupied by peasants, semi pastoralists, pastoralist s
or by others that have legal' right to possess rura l
land;

14. "Communal Holding" means a land out of
government or individual possession and is bein g
under the common use of the local community as a
common holding for grazing, forest and other socia l
services ;

15. "State holding" means rural land demarcated an d
those lands to be demarcated in the future as federa l
or regional state holdings; and include forest lands ,
wildlife protected areas, state farms, mining lands ,
lakes, rivers and other rural lands ;

16. "Holding certificate" means certificate of title issued
by a competent authority to ensure rural land us e
right;

17. "Land registration" means the process whereb y
information onthe description of rural land use righ t
and holding is gathered and analyzed ;

u.
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18) "Land information system" means a system whereb y
rural land related information is gathered, analyze d
and distributed to users ;

19) "Competent authority" means a body established i n
accordance with the constitution of a region t o
ensure that a system of rural land administration and
utilization is realized in the region;

20) "Re-alocation" means an activity of reallocating ,
land to individual (s) applicable only on the irrigate d
land or on the land its necessity being determined b y
the law;

21) "Rent" means a system by which investors of othe r
legal bodies rent in land from peasants for specific
period of time ;

22) "Lease" means a system by which investors get land
by rent from government for specific period of time .

23) "Public use " means publice common service
obtained from infrastructures such as school, health ,
road, water, etc .

24) "Person" means a natural or legal person

3. Gender Reference
The provisions of this proclamation that are referring t o
masculine gender shall also apply to f mnine gender .

4. Scope of Application

This proclamation shall apply to any type of rural lan d
found in the southem nations, nationalities and people s
region .

SEC I ION TWO
THE RIGHT TO HOLD AND USE RURAL LAN D

5. Acquisition and use of rural land :
1. Peasant farmers, pastoralists and semi-pastoralist s

engaged in agriculture shall have the right to ge t
rural land freely.

2. Any resident of the region, eighteen years old o r
more, who wants to engage in agriculture, has th e
right of getting rural land holding and use .

3. Women who want to engage in agriculture shall have
the right to get and use rural land .

4. Rural youths who wish engage in ag-iculture shal l
have the right to get & use rural land which i s
possessed by the community or government Detail s
shall be determined by the regulation

5. A husband and wife have equal use right on their
common land holdings. They do not lose their lan d
holding because of their marriage that the y
possessed individually before . Details shall be
determined by the regulation .

6. Women house hold heads shall have full use right on
their land holdings .

7. Women whose husbands are found being engage d
in government services or in any other activities
shall have the right to use rural lands.

8. Underage orphans have the right to use their land
holdings through their guardians until they becom e
18 years old .

00

C .
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9. The family shall not lose the right of using thei r
holding in case of living in other area or death o f

the husband or wife or both .

10. the right of getting land for communal use of bot h
peasant Semi pastoralists and pastoralist, that i s
for grazing, social and cultural affairs and religio n
shall be reserved .

11. any person who is a member of a peasant, semi
pastoralist and pastoralist family have the right to
use rural land that may be obtained from hi s
family by gift or inheritance or from th e

competent authority.
12. Any resident of the region who wants to engage i n

agriculture shall have the right to get land b y
settlement .

13. Aged disabled people and member of physicall y
weak families have land holding and use right .

14. Government, being the owner of rural land, can
change communal rural land holdings to private
holdings as may be necessary.

15. Subject to giving priority to peasants, semi
pastoralists and pastoralist .

a) Private investors that engaged in agricultural
development activities shall have the right t o
use rural land in accordance with the
investment policies and laws at federal and
regional levels;

b) Governmental and non-governmental organi-
zations, social and economic institutions shal l
have the right to use rural land in line wit h
their development objectives.

6. Rural land Measurement, Registration and certification .

1. The sizes of rural lands under the holdings of
individuals, communities, governmental and non-
governmental organizations shall be measured usin g
cultural and modem measuring equipments : their

land use and level of fertility shall be registered i n
the data base center by the competent authoritie s

established at all levels .
2. Rural land holdings described under Sub-Article 1 o f

this 'Article shall be measured by the competent
authority and shall be given cadastral maps showing

the ir boundaries .
3. Any holder of rural land shall be given land holding

certificate prepared by the competent authority

which describes the size of the land, land use typ e
and cover, level of fertility and boarders, as well a s
the obligation and right of the holders .

4. Where land is jointly held by husband and wife or b y
other persons, the holding certificate shall be

prepared in the name of all the joint holders . Detail s
shall be determined by the regulation .
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5. A house hold head woman, she shall be given a lan d
holding and use right certificate in her name .

6. A women shall get a land use right certificat e
prepared in her name even her husband is found
being engaged in government services or in an d
others services .

7. The possession of underage or orphans can be
measured and registered and the orphans shall be
given land holding certificate in care of thei r
guardians .

8. Governmental and non governmental organizations ,
private investors and social institutions shall be
given land holding certificate .

9. When change of possession right is made, th e
respective change of landholding certificate shall be
made.

10. The information that describes the holder of rura l
land, the holders of the bordering lands, fertility
status of the land, the types of use, rights and
obligation of the holder there of shall be registere d
in the database and kept by the competent authority.

11. A rural land that is held on rent or lease shall be
registered by the competent authority. Details shal l
be determined by the regulation .

12. land holding certificate for communal land shall be
prepared in the name of the beneficiary community
and be kept at kebele administration office .

7 . Duration of Rural Land Use Right
1. The rural land use right of peasant farmers, Semi -

pastoralists and pastoralists shall have no time limit .
2. The duration of others rural land users right shal l

have time limit . Details shall be determined by the
regulation .

3. Holder of rural land who is evicted for purpose o f
public benefit shall be given compensation in
advance proportional to the development he has
made on the land and the property acquired and shal l
be given other land .
a) When the rural land holder is evicted by th e

federal government, the rate of compensatio n
would be determined based on the federal land
administration law.

b) When the rural land holder is evicted by
regional governments, the rate of compensatio n
would be determined based on the nasal lan d
administration regulation of the region.

8. Transfer of Rural Land Use Righ t
1 . Peasant farmers, semi-pastoralist and pastoralist wh o

are given land holding certificates can rent out lan d
for farmers or investors from the ir holding of a size
sufficient for the intended development in a manner
that it shall not displace them, . The duration of the
contract : -
a) From peasants to peasants, the duration shall b e

up to five years .
b) From peasants to investors, the duration shall be

up to ten years .

c) From peasants to investors who cultivate
perennial crops shall be up to 25 years

d) Land described in this article sub article 1 . a,b, c,
shall be returned to the land holders when the
duration terminates based on civil code .

PhCO hRC F ?NUN hC11•t hRCl-S hC n
hRC* 117mC 006i• Po0m+r oo41i- flit 70,1 1

I . PA .A- 'T• nnJi;N* P' n7mC ooG•i Poom+9°
oo-ll* P21t 70,11 l**G A : - ?1C?f4 0Rl4 1
f,mnSA : :

C .

e .

P7mC zro6*

	

MPN .O• AA11111 '1'4'9° n .nA
f,N

	

a}3 113&M' n.RG, no 6-p 'tr. ARG7m•
°744PS 116 6 a* 341G i- -hooa lall hi n4'R'°Zf



7R' t PRIM ),1.1 'WTI *PC Sr i 1'trt+ R' ri lie* is°.

	

Debub. Negarit Gazeta No . 110 February 19, 2007 Page 7

f

g . nti.0 h3*R 10 . 11 (e) a n uIL)- P°9XG1 P7mC

w*) tt G arA nooG,• Pwm4.9° <mil) •
PAT-ar Pft-i•A-n h im+ P,G Au.. .v. °9* Sa S

hlrl'fl Mar hhA X.t .F w(7071-1'n f )

A.tfl

U) hAh 0-A )• `3ao)• P°* .FP Ph.G-A arA•"f

111' .11A.ar hll hRRC Alit+ P eYo tl7M.

A) h U-A)- '30134• nn* P°Z*K Ph G1* (.DA-*
A9°Tf7r l

	

4'11°11

	

Q hAmor

	

htt A

ILa°117 r1 A• t

E. P7mC aDG )•3 Pwm4.9° ao n 1 3 P tt h rlA U n)
,C n°9 7 rlar arA oou'L i- P,G- 01*9°

P7iCtIS /"'G A wG !* F*1A : : co-A-9'' W'l(Ffl

Mm•–hhA ofi o000 ►t7*1 hAn*

*. P7mC 0*3G)•3 tlA.T1 P hhG Y (IAU n'} Poum+9°
oo 41'h3 h 3R*A) S A0911f11 !*? AA : :

`'Mar (1Af.ti n7mC oo L.* Pa0m+9°
otl'n'f=3 Aft-Mil- MAI- P°9a)•411 * n)
hAar : :

X. °9 3*̀ tv 9° naD64- Pwmt9° 00414- P-t-Amor

hhA naDL-h n* 117-An'1:S n IMI-

P6 G ar'y U'n)- AAA ih,9`e MIA Pw1S'f' t
PwAan 1 Pwtlm) t P°9arGA5 nTA)• S
P°9APTf ao'n)•

* . nA7mC aDL )•	

*. (lAAt l*•PT na,*m)• PA.A• S rDG7S PlbA*ar

m1*9° nA*.G• mA9° n4=r17-f•Tar h't•mASar

2tt nn* hh rin ao- y A+ar P+K htn X-t+* far

006')-
hA rl A

	

MAY' 6'06+

hRCT : h6.A hC'n-l' hRC =F 1,S hC-flf-

hRCT nn7n* A A'P A:FAA : : T1CTf4- 1X3 n
f mASA : :

g . nwT*/*")• AS o03°!**•* rldltP y- X•C*'F*
mcn, -PAC-Pm- AhCA hXC* ` Ah6-A hC'fl't'-

hRCTS AhCf1 F h.f.e* P°ZAm PeA*

0064'4 nhIfI(FS , nC 7 ;.`ltyr Ao o m+9°
h 3R.YA 7i?ilk t' hX* ,eT lA : T1C'IK- nR341

AmASA : :

r• 7mC 906 )• lE;N m 3 t1aDlt* hard C 73r1

AAA n°ZS'm NCO .. Me' :F he-A hC.n-F

hXC

	

hS hC'n-f• hRCl nMVIII.ar

h°9.tIG7ar PwllT'A°7)•

	

ntPy a'D17K.

h3.g.tP y- Ti`*?i* A XG* A*AA : :

T1CT1S OKI-0 AmASA : :

P. . Al-f1CS P'G A 01A- P°'L*It- : VIA ,PA-t.flt•

PmAS Pw3*w? en'6+T nhll(lf .ar A°*7 S

wG)• TIM m frl-1~TS ,70‘.)- 4MT-o - hcn

hRCT

	

&Re'? ATAA : :

2) The rental agreement made according to thi s

Article Sub Article 1 has to be
accomplished based on the agreement o f
the family of the land holder and shall be
approved and registered by the competen t
authority as follows .

(a .) the contract agreement with duratio n
of up to two years shall be registere d
at Kebele Administration office.

(b) the contract agreement with duratio n
of more than two years shall be
registered by the concerned
Authority .

3) A landholder, using his land use right, ma y

undertake development activities jointl y

with an investor in accordance with thei r

contractual agreement. The contract

agreement shall be approved and
registered by the competent Authority .

4) An investor who held rural land by leas e
may present his use right as collateral .

5) Any holder shall have the right to transfer

his rural land

	

use right

	

through
inheritance to members of his family .

6) Any legal person who is given the right

to use land has the right to sale, lease ,

bequeath and pledge the property pro-
duced by his labor or capital on his land.

9 . Re-allocation of Rural Lan d

]) Farmlands whose holders are deceased and
have no heirs or have gone for settlemen t
or left of the locality on own wish and
stayed over a given period of time shal l
be re-allocated to landless or small lan d
holding peasant farmers, semi pastoralis t

and pastoralist . Details shall be determined
by the regulation .

2) Re-allocation shall be made when irrigatio n
structure is constructed by the expens e
of the government and held by peasants,
semi pastoralists or pastoralists in order t o
use `irrigable land properly and equitably.
Details shall be determined by the
regulation . -

3) Where peasant farmers, semi pastoralist or
pastoralists are evicted from their holding s
for the purpose of constructing irrigatio n

structure, land re-allocation shall be
undertaken to make them get equitable
benefit from the irrigation development to
be established . Details shall be determined

by the regulation:

4) Privately unoccupied land as well as lands
under the possession of community or

government which are potential fo r
agriculture shall be re-allocated to landless
youths and peasants who have less far m

land.
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10. Obligation of Rural Land Users .

I) A holder of rural land shall be obliged to properl y
use and protect his land . When the land gets
damaged the user of the land shall lose his us e
right . Details shall be determined by the regulation .

2) Where irrigation canals are constructed, the holde r
is obliged to allow the construction of irrigation
lines to cross over his holding . Details shall be
determined by the regulation .

3) The holder of rural land shall be obliged to
cooperated when requested by the competent
authority to measure and survey his land .

4) Any rural landholder shall be obliged to notify
the competent authority when he abandons a t
will his land use right He shall return his lan d
holding certificate . Details shall be determined b y
the regulation.

5) The development plan proposed by individuals ,
investors and governmental and non governmenta l
organizations must not lead to land or
environmental degradation . If any person i s
found guilty of damaging the land or the
environment, he shall be subjected to the court an d
sentenced then after and, he shall have the
obligation to rehabilitate the land or the
environment . Details shall be determined by th e
regulation .

6) Any investors shall be obliged to manage the land
he held by rent or lease and the natural resource
thereon . Details shall be determined by the
regulation.

7) Any individual or organization shalt be obliged t o
properly manage the land and the natural resources
there on that he held by rent to lease through out
the contract periods . Details shall be determined by
the regulation .

11 . Determining Minimum Rural Land Holding size an d
encouraging Land consolidation.

1) Without prejudice to the existing farmer holding or
farm plot size of the family, the farm plot to be
given in the future shall be as follows :

(a) If the plot is meant for rain fed agriculture it s
size shall not be less than half a hectare .

(b) If it is irrigable land constructed by the
expense of the government which is to be
given to peasants ., Pastoralists or semi-
pastoralists, the size shall not be larger than
half a hectare .

2) When a rural land is transferred by inheritance i t
shall be accomplished in such a way that the size
of the land to be transferred is not less than the
minimum size of holding . Details shall be

determined by the regulation .
3) If possession of the divorced spouses is less than a

minimum holding size they shall use their holding
by any means other than subdivision. Details shal l
be determined by the regulation .

4) In order to consolidate and make small farm plot s
convenient for development, farmers are
encouraged to voluntarily exchange farm lands .
Details shall be determined by the regulation .

o .
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5) The information about the farm plots which farmer s
intend to exchange, shall be disseminated through
kebele administration to let other farmers kno w
about it. Details shall be determined by the
regulation.

6) A settlement and villagization which is undertake n
by the request and participation of the community
shall be accomplished considering land
consolidation.

12 . Dispute Resolutio n

1) when dispute arises over rural land holding right,
the case shall be brought to kebele land
administration committee . The committee shall let
the dispute be resolved by negotiation .Sc
arbitration through local elders set by the choice of
the two parties .

2) If any one who is not satisfied by the decision s
made by the elders according to this Article Sub
Article 1, he shall appeal the case to woreda court.

3) If any one who does not agree with the decisio n
made by the woreda court according to this Article
Sub Article 2, he shall appeal the case to the highe r
court .

4) If any one who does not agree with the decisio n
made according to this Article Sub Article 3, h e
shall appeal the case to the supreme court The
decision made at this stage shall be final .

5) If it is believed that there is fundamental error o f
law in the decisions made according to this articl e
sub article 4 the case shall be seen by regional
Supreme Court ofcaseation .

SECTION THRE E

RURAL LADN USE RESTRICTION S

13 . Land use planning and proper use ofsloppy, gully and

wetlands .

1) A guiding land use master plan, which takes in t o

account soil type, landform, slop, weather condition,
vegetation cover and socio-economic conditions and

which is based on a water shed approach, shall be

developed by the competent authority and
implemented .

2) an equitable water use system shall be established

between upper and lower watershed communities .

3) In any type of rural land where soil and wate r

conservation works have been undertaken, a syste m

of free grazing shall be prohibited and a system o f

cut and carry feeding shall be gradually introduced .
4) The management of rural lands the slope of which i s

less than 30 percent shall follow the strategy of soil

conservation and watcr harvesting . The details shall
be determined by the regulation .

5) Cultivation of annual crops on rural lands that hav e

slopes between 31-60 percent may be - allowed onl y

through making bench terraces .
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rural' lands, the slope of which is more than 60
percent, shall not be used for farming and fre e

grazing, they shall be used for plantation of trees ,

perennial crops and forage production .
A rural land which is sloppy and degraded shall be

protected from human and animal contact, so that it

may rehabilitate . When it gets well rehabilitated, i t
shall be used .
rural lands that have gullies shall be made

rehabilitate by private and neighboring holders and ,
as appropriate, by the local community, using

biolo g ical and physical conservation works .

9) Rural lands that have gullies and are located on hilly
areas shall be held communally or privately and be
properly managed, rehabilitated and developed .

10) The biodiversity in rural wetland shall be conserve d
and utilized as necessary, in accordance with a

suitable land use strategy. Details shall be
determined by the regulation.

11) Any legal user of rural land may lose his right o f

using when the land is found more important fo r
public use =d when this is determined by th e
participation of the cormunity . Details shall be
determined by the regulation .

12) When the laird exposed for damage due to lack of
proper care or utilization, and if this can't be excused
by penalty the user of the land shall lose his us e

right. Details shall be determined by the . regulation .

13) when any land user leaves the land uncultivated
beyond the time limit given :y the competent

authority with out sufficient reason, he shall lose hi s
fight of using the la=id, Details shall be determined
bythe regulation_

14) Any individual or organization shall not use rura l

land with out Larid'<ioldia .certificate .
15) Degraded eomnianaP l shall be protected and

rehabilitated by the corg;rxr'aity. Details shall be
determined by the regulation_

16) Mural lands that are demarcated for soi l

conservation, rrt.=g,and historical importance shal l
be protected in sustainable manner and shall b e

administered by the law issued by, competent

authority .
17) The local community has the right to use non-timbe r

forest product ( .Forest coffee, Cardamom incenses ,

gum . . . etc) under state owned forests . Details shall

be determined by the regulation .

SETION FOU R
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISION S

/4. Responeiciiity of the Regional Bureau of Agriculture and
Rural Deve/ :pn:en t

1 Have the responsibility to implement this procla-
mation by providing the necessary professiona l
support and by coordinating the competent
authcrrt ;es .
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2. Initiates development of new policy ideas and
amendment of the existing policy as necessary, o n
the basis of the information gathered at zonal and

special wereda level and obtained from time to time
through monitoring and evaluation .

3. Creates a system for the exchange of informatio n

between - regions and the Federal government
pertaining to rural land administration and use .

4. Establishes institutions at all levels that shall
implement rural land administration and land use
systems, and shall strengthen the institutions alread y
established.

5. Have the responsibility to establish , rural land
administration and use committee at kebele level.

6. A strategy of settlement, villagization and
development of social services that helps to brin g
about a better system of rural land utilization shall b e
formulated.

15. Obligation to Cooperate
Any person shall have the obligation to cooperate wit h
relevant bodies for the implementation of thi s
proclamation.

16. Penalty
Any person who violates this proclamation or th e
regulations and directives issued for the implementatio n
of this proclamation shall be punishable under the
applicable of criminal Law .

17.

	

Repealed and Inapplicable laws

1) The regional government land administration an d
use proclamation No 53/2003 is here by repealed .

2) No law, regulation, directive or practice shall, in s o
far as it is inconsistent with this proclamation, b e
applicable with respect of matters provided in thi s
proclamation.

18. The Power Of Issuing Rules And Regulations
1) The administration council of the region may issu e

implementation regulation for this proclamation .
2) Bureau of agriculture and Rural Development of

the Region shall make d irectives based on this
proclamation and its implementation regulation .

19. Transitory Provision s
1) All land holding dispute cases under Arbitration (no t

decided) shall be resolved according to thi s
proclamation.

2) Land holding dispute cases, at all levels under
appeal, caseation and implementation phases, tha t
are being treated based on proclamation No 53/200 3
shall be resolved by the court according to previou s
proclamation.

20. Effective Dat e
This proclamation shall enter in to force on this Feb . . . .
date of 19, 2007,

Awassa February 19`" , 2007
Shiferaw Shigute

President of the Regional State of Southern
Nations, Nationalities and Peoples
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)'IWCL\i\IATION NO. 455/2005.;

A PROCLAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR TilE
EXIJIWI)'UATION OF LAND 1I0LntNGS FOR I>lIBUC

IJLJRIJOSES AND IJAYl\IENT OF COMIJENSATION

WHEREAS, the government needs to use land for
development works it carries out for public services;

WHEREAS, urban centers of the cou!1try have. from time
to time. been growing and the number of urban dwellers has
been increasing and thereby Imld redevelopment for the
construction of dwelling hOllscs,infra;;tructure~ investment
and other servi.ces has become necessary in accordance with
their respective plans as well as preparation and provision of
land for development works in rural areas hasbt~come
necessary;

WHEREAS, it .has become necessary to define the
basic principles that have to be taken into consideration
in determining compensation to a person whose
landholding has been expropriated;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to define
organs that shall have the power to determine and the
responsibility to paythe compensation;

WHEREAS, Article 5 \(5) of the Constitution
empowers the Federal Government to enact laws
n:garding the utilization of land and it is deemed
necessary to regulate in detail, based on the
requirement of advance payment of compensation for
private property expropriated for public purpose as
provided for under Article 40(8) of the Constitution.
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NO\V, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article
55 (1) of the Constitution, it is hereby proclaimed as
follows;

PART ONE
GENERAL

1. Short Title

This Proclamation.. may be cited as the
. "Expropriationof tandholdings for Public Purposes

and Payment of Compensation Proclamation No.
455/2005."

2, Definitions

In this Proclamation, unless the context reqUIres
otherwise:

11 "compensation" means, payment to be made in
cash Qr in kind or in both toapersonfor his
property situated on his expropriated
landholding;

2/ "region" meansany.regjon referred:to in Article
47 of the Constitution and includes the Addis
Ababa and Dire Dawa city administrations;

3/ "landholder" means an individual, government or
private organization or any other organ which
has legal personal.ity and has lawful possession
over the land to be expropriated and OWns
property,situated thereon;

4/ "urban administration" means an organ to which
urban administrative powers. al1dduties hav~
been given by law or delegated by the
concerned government body to exercise such
powers and duties;

5/ "public purpose" means the use of Ian defined as such
by the decision oCthe appropriate body inconformity
with urban structure plan or development plan in
order to ensure the interest oCthe peoples to acquire
direct or indirect benefits Crom the use of the land
and to consolidate sustainable socia-economic
development;

6/ "utiJity line" means water, sewerage, electric or
telephone line existing on or under a land to be
expropriated for public purpose;
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'7/ "implementing agenc~" means a government
~gency or, plJblic enterprise. undertaking or
causing~ t9 be underta.ken development works
with its6wn force or through contractors.

PART TWO
EXPROPRIATION OF LANDHOLDINGS

3. Power to Expropriate Landholdings

II A woreda or an urban administration shall, upon
payment in advance of compensation in accordance
with this Proclamation, have the power to
expropriate rural or urban landholdings for public
purpose where it believes that it should be used for a
better development project to be carried out by
public entities, private investors, cooperative
societies or other organs, or where' such
expropriation has been decided by the appropriate
higher regional or federal government organ for the
same purpose.

2/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-Article
(I) of this Article, no land lease holding may be
expropriated unless the lessee has failed to
honor the obligations he assumed under the
Lease Proclamation and Regulations or the land
is required for development works to be
undertaken by government.

4. Notification of Expropriation Order

11 Where a woreda or an urban administration
decides to expropriate a landholding in
accordance with Article 3 of this Proclamation,
it shall notify the landholder" in writing,
indicating the time when the land has to be
vacated and the amount of compensation to be
p~id.

2/ The period of notificatipn to be' given L
accordance with Sub-Article (1) of this Article
shall be determined "by directives; provided
however, thafit may not, in any wa.y, be less
than ninety days.

31 Any "landholder who has been served with an
expropriation order in accordance with Sub-Article
(1) of this Article, shall hand over the land to the
woreda or urban administration within 90 days from
the date~f payment of compensation or, if he refuses
to receive the payment, from the date of deposit of
the compensation in a blocked bank account in the
name of the woreda or urban administration as may
be'appropriate.



'1""

i~1

?;!

1:i'i.M:t!:? t..fo/..A ".?t.}- :11""1 .fz1'C:11: thY"II. ;;;
""} :WI:11; 'tY"

~'tI.Un'}<'-~ '}(J.h .n'}~'-~ lei Yo"};J1. o.c:'C?D
HdtJ.(\.'-."o>, 'lb~'}' I\f. cHIA: <J:dtJ. .,.))/,\

£p.e.y" f\A 'Hll')' hf\.ft I1ftf.ltp~OJ'
fO?hft(".~f .).lJlfll Of.lc'\OJ- Of!} .,.c;.). OJ-il'1'

ou~":'} f\rolA{I)' mf.?" fth.,.O?ro' nh"'AY.C

O?hlh'O nftO')'::

\'O?hft."'l~f ')'hlll'f Y.lc'\ro' f OD~')' I1ftf.I" p'
ml.tJn')(N~~ ')o.hn')('-~ Ii.:/rof.?" liil
O'N'H'c"\{I). 'lOti. {I)'h'1' ou~'I:'} ftO?hlh.O
l.ft-Y.r,: tlAIf., rOOlAOO' o)f.?U fh,"O?ro.
nh.,.J'tI.COo~'I:'} ftoulh.n r7ft.h ,)f./,\
Ohm."?D f. 1'I\t\: :

fl. t'hI1L'IO'l.OJ- .dD/»tl (]..)- ~I\~"~"

~\h~.(J°'l.OO' Oh J» tf (1..). fOtJ.h"'f\..). ')I\~,II'I'.~..

f.f:'?;J'/'\ :

M ftp&.oo, fl1?l.A 'lOO"} ou~')'C; Oh~"~

f°'l.'l:~O')"} ')'hhftr,: il(j~&- fO?fl\f. Ohl]f

o..r'Ul 1»&-00' hdD~Oh? hn'}~. ~ou.). 0,(,')'
~,II;J:~"I'. OIl.u n cp~' ObU'l')' 00&")'

t\°'lhft'I':" IP/,\n)'} I\IH~iJ}. nt,,,,,}. rool\hc;

\'O?hZ..".~o' :

~u \'Ubt...). .e.I' ;r;fo>".}~, '}~.ft.,~ ft.,. .~.l 'I'

I1ft,{'.II;1'91:1" OIl.U ~,cp~' ObuJl')' ""10.0>")

tl''"/ fouhZ.A::

z, t'n1A"/It...}-. ObltdD~"f hftO'l.'Iit-O+ iUC'+

M \J&..~..t..A o>.e.?" fhAA Ub')"/P'P'ce OO/.JJtJ'
n.,)t o),{'.?Uf A dtJ,).~:.C'f:'}' 'H\l')' r If'l

\J~\'/A"ft...). OOhOhC flZ.O'}' oo~,).

\'(I'l.I\.,..}> Iff:' c'\:I:~ Oht.d:'} fO'J.&'/'\'/ro. ~\t.A
(Iohon<. fl1'l.'/:~n')") ')'hhftr,: P()~t..

WnJooAh')' 111\0,')' ftlf'uJ}. ntl/'\ oohoo';.

~\'}A."'" '1'.r.I:°Y}OY\(h.l)~ f"'CI1A::

!ll On.Un'}cI'K' '}O'h n'}<I-1\ Ilil oouJl-)' '1' f.f: .

f Y.lc'\oo' nt, A fO? ~''"/OO''} 'HIl')' I\-no.,.t),).

fiT'J.fhZ.A'/OO"} ""10. tl''"/ nUb"'Ub') "ClI<.')
<}'f.l:o). OY.lOOO' Of!} .,.eN. oo'h'1~ ftmf.~OJ'

f./,\ t,/,\::

f~1 r h'lA"lfa'+cIP/)clPt;. },'}P..'il'\fa,1' rmr.,'OJ' t,IIA
OI1.U t,H'~' '}O./) t,HW Iff.! clPlJ'I.'}' "19\"/:
fU).l.t'w}' f@ cJ''''.1' lJHV}' ("}'Ol.":'} ''J

91J,1,

N1ta'H11.'/: . .e,h(J~"A:: ft/1'H11.'1: M~J'lD'

O'h{.~(/o/1'1' O~~' ./.,,',1, a)'/).-p 111~Jr-I'ht./10'}"}

('l,'lA "1/1.,,1. dO/)clPC t\m'" <I~ OeJ\1'}1'\,}. cIP&..,:'}

,e./1 :l'A: :

.
Federal Negarit Gazeta-No. 43 15thJuly 2005 page

'3127

41 Notwithstanding Sub-Arti-cle (3) of this Article,
where there is no crop, perenni-alcrop or other
property on the.~expropriated, land the holder
shalLhand over the land to theworeda or urban
administration within 30 days from the date of
receipt of the expropriation order.

.

51 Where a landholder who has been served with
an expropriation order refuses to handover the
land within the .period specifjed in Sub~Article
(3) of (4) of this Article, the woreda or urban
administration may use police force to takeover
the land.

.

5. Responsibilities of the Implementing Agency

The implementing
responsibilities to:

shall haveagency

II prepare detail data pertaining to the land needed
for its works and send same, at least one year
before the commencement of the works, to the
organs empowered to expropriate land in
accordance with this Proclamation and obtain
permission from them; and

2/. pay compensation in accordance with this
Proclarnation to landholders whose holding:
have been expropriated.

6. Procedures for removal of Utility Lines

II Where land ov~r or under which utility lines,
owned by a

.

federal or regional government
office or

.

public enterprise, pass is to be
expropriated, the body requiring the land shall
submit, in writing, its request to the owner by
indicating the exact location of the lines to be
removed.

21 The body which has received a request under
Sub..Artic1e (I) of this Articleshall'within 30. ~

,
days from receipt of such. request, determine a
fair compensation required to replace the lines
to be removed and send details of its valuation
to the requesting body.

3/ The ppdy which requested the removal of utility
lines, shall pay compensation to the owner
within 30 days from the date of receipt of the
valuation under Sub-Article (2) of this Article.
The owner shall also remove the utility lines
and vacate the land within 60 days from the
date'bf receipt of compensation.
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PART THREE"
DETERMINATION OF COMPENSATION

7. Basis and Amount of Compensation

1/ A landholder whose holding has been
expropriated shall be entitled to payment of
compensation for his property situated on the

, land and for permanent improvements he made
to such land.'

21 The amount of compensation for property
situated on the -expropriated land shall be
determined on the basis of replacement cost of
the property.

31 Where the compensation referred to under Sub-
Article (2) of this Article is p'ayable to an urban
dweller, it may not, in any way, be less than the
current cost of constructing a single room low
cost house in accordance with the standard set
by the concerned region.

41 Compensation for permanent improvement to
land shall be equal to the value of capital and
labour expended on the la~d.

. 51 The cost of removal, transportation and erection
shall be paid as compensation for a property
that could be relocated and continue its service
as before.

61 Valuation formula for determining compensation
for various properties and detail prescriptior.~
applicable there to shall be provided for by
regulations.

8. Displacement Compensation

1/ A rural landholder whose landholding has been
permanently expropriate shall, in addition to the
compensation payable under Article 7 of this
Proclamation, be paid displacement compensation
which shall be equivalent to ten times the average
annual income he secured during the five years
preceding the expropriation ofthe land. .'

2/ A rural landholder ofhblctcrs of common land whose
landholding has been provisionally expropriated
shall, in addition to the compensation payable undcr
Article 7 of this Proclamation, be paid until
repossession of the land, compensation for lost
income based on the avcragc annual income secured
during the five yearsprecedingthe expropriation r ('

the land; providcd, however, that such payment shall
not exceed the amount of compensation payable
under Sub-Article (1) of this Article.
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41 An urban landholder whose landholding has
been expropriated under this Proclamation
shall :

aJ be provided with a plot of urban land, the size of
which shall be determined by the urban
administration, to be used for the construction
of a dwelling house; and

bl be paid a displacement compensation equivalent
to the e~jimated annual rent of the demolished
dwelling house or be allowed to reside, force (

charge, for one year in a comparable dwelling
house owned by the urban administration.

51 Where the house demolished is a business
house, the provisions of Sub-Article (4) of this
Article shall, mutatis mutandis apply,

61 When an urban land lease holding is expropriated prior
to its expiry date, the lease holder shall, in addition
to the compensation referred to under Article 7 of
this proclamation and this Article, be provided with a
similar plot of land to use it for the remaining lease
period. The leaseholder shall also be allowed to use
the new plot of land for a longer period if its rent is
less than the former land. or the holding did not want
take the Land he can take the remain rant payment.

7/ The detail prescriptions applicable to
compensation payable under the Article shall
be provided for by regulations.

9. Valuation of Property

1/ The valuation of property situated on land to be
expropriated shall be carried out by certified
private or public institutions or individual
consultants on the basis of valuation formula.
adopted at the national level.

21 Until such time that the Ministry of Federal Affairs, in
consultation with the approp~'iate federal and
regional government organs, asctlrtains the creation
of the required capacity to t~ake valuation of
property as speci tied under Sub-Article (I) of this
Article, such valuation shall be carried out by'
committees to be established in accordance with
Article (10) of this Proclamation and owners of
utility lines in accordance with Article (6) of this
Proclamation.
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1/ Where the land to be expropriated is located in
a rural area, the property situated thereon shall
be valued by a committee of not more than five
experts having the relevant qualification and to
be designated by the woreda administration.

2/ Where the land to be expropriated is located in
an urban center, the property situated thereon

. shall be valued by a committee of experts
having the relevant qualification and to be
designated by the urban administration.

3/ where the property situated on a land to be
expropriated requires specialized knowledge
and experience, it shall be valued by a separate
committee of experts to .be designated by the
woreda or thelll'ban administration.

4/ The working procedures for the committees
established in accordance with this Article shall
be determined by directives.

11. Complaints and Appeals in Relation ;"
Compensation

I/ I" rural areas and in an urban center where an
administrative organ to hear grievances related
to urban landholding is not yet established, a
complaint relating to the amount of
compensation shall be submitted to the regular
court having jurisdiction.

2/ Where the holder of an expropriated urban
landholding is dissatisfied with the amount of
compensatiop, he may lodge his complaint to

.

the administrative orga[} established by the
urban administration to hear grievances related
to urban landholdings.

3/ The organ referred to in Sub-Article(2) of this
Article shall examine the compliant and give its
decision within such short period as specifie-'"
by directives issued by the region and
communicate its decision to the parties in
writing,

4/ A party dissatistied with a decision, rendered in
accordance with Sub-Article (I) and (3) of this
Article may appeal, as may be appropriate, to
the regular appellate court or municipal
appellate court within 30 days from the date of
the decision. The decision of the court shall be
final.
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-

51 The period specified in Sub-Article (4) of this
Article for submitting an appeal shall not
include the time taken to provide the appellant
with a copy of the decision.

61. An appeal submitted, pursuant to Sub-Article
(4) of this Article, by any landholder served
with an expropriation order may be admitted
only if it is accompanied with a document that
proofs the hand over of the land to the urban or
woreda administration.

7I The execusion of an expropriation order may
not be delayed due to a complaint regarding the
amount of compensation.

PART FOUR
MISCELLANEOUR PROVISIONS

12. Powers and Duties of the Ministry of Federal
Affairs

With respect to the implementation of this
Proclamation, the Ministry of Federal Affairs
shall have the powers and duties to:

1/ follow up and ensure that the provisions of this
Proclamation are complied with in (J!
regIOns;

21 give technical and capacity building support
to regions so that they will be able to
implement this Proclamation;

31 prepare, in collaboration with other relevant
organs of the Federal Government, national

. valuation formula for the determination of
compensation payable under this
Proclamation and submit same to the Council
of Ministers for approval.

13. Responsibilities of Woreda
.Administrations

and Urban

With respect to the, implementation of this
Proclamation woreda and urban administration"
shall have the responsibilities and duties to:

1I payor cause the payment of compensation to
holders oc'expropriated land in accordance with
this Proclamation, and provide them with
rehabilitation support to the extent possible.

"..-
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"'HIl.
,). tl'~1 f01J.h/.. A 0')' " 0' '1.:J"p':r.

t\uoaJ(\', f(j)tIJ(j). hP:~:' 'hlf'C ~f?il):m~:i?;
fUI.u h P 1-' .,. 'ii~: l\::

ill hll.u hP~ ;JC f'01J.:Pl." O1J.,r,:(j).?U;It"'!!
Y:,'O! dOuo"f (j)y,?U f".t\uoY, hu't-C

Ottu hP~\ (j).f}1f' O','ool\h":')' '",tu":}'. "y.
"'I.. 'loti.~,). hi.fi'l.(j).?u::

II. h":( ,dtl.OC;O+ ~tL

.eu n('):~~ hrlt?"I\. ~ 4'") If}f1:t f}.9" ~:9"(~'
('Oli' .elr,.,'A::

A-'lh AOf) "'9'*ho ~ .,.,liif21 '.9'*
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f J\. """r-A', A..1.d-" 'e -'l'Pht-I\,'e

&"("11l\h T&rl..Jl1T

21 maintain data of properties removed from
expropriated landholdings Particulars and
conditions of maintaining such data shan be
prescribed by directives.

14. Power to Issue Regulations and Directives

II The Council of Ministers may issue regulations
necessary for the proper implementation of

.

this Pro~lamation.

21 Regions may issue directives necessary for the
proper implementation of this Proclamation
and regulations issued hereunder.

15. Repelled and Inapplicable Laws

1/ The Appropriation of Land for Government
Works and Payment of Compensation for
Property Proclamation No. 40 I12004 is
hereby repealed.

21 No law, regulation, directive or practice
shall, in so far as it is inconsistent with this
Proclamation, be applicable with respect to
matters provided for by this Proclamation.

16. Effective Date

The Proclamation shall enter into force on the
151h day of July, 2005.

Done at Addis Ababa, the 15thday of July, 2005

GIRMA WOLDEGIORGIS
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
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PROCLAMATION NO. 456/2005

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Rural Land
AdnJinistration and Use Proclamation

WHEREAS, it is confirmed in the Constitution of
the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia that the right to
ownership of land is exclusivelyvestcd in the state and in the
people;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to sustainably
conserve and develop natural resources and pass over
to the coming generation through the development and
implementation of a sustainable rural land use planning
based on the different agro-ecological zones of the
country;

WHEREAS, it h~s b€fcome necessary to establlst\
an .information database. that enables to identify the
siz~, direction and use rights of 'the different types of
landholdings in the' country such as' individual and
federal and regional states holdings;

WHEREAS, it has become hecessary to resolve
problems' that arise in connection' with encouraging
individual farmers, pastoralists and agricultural
investors and establish a conducive system of rural
land administration;

.,;)!.,). ."J/I."I ;r. ,,/.'/: 'it Ii. {!
Negarit G. P.O.Box 80001
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WHEREAS, it is deemed necessary to put in place
legal conditions which are conducive to enhance and
strengthen the land use right of farmers to encourage

.thei11take the necessary conservation measures in areas

where mixed farming of crop and animal production is
prevalent and where there is threat of soil erosion and
forest degradation;

WH EREAS, is has become necessary to establish
a conducive system of rural land administration that
promotes the conservatiQn and management of natural
resources, and encourages private investors in
pastoralist areas wherethet'eis tribe based communal
landholding system;

WHEREAS, Arti.cle 52 (2) (d) of the Constitution
stipulates that the power entrusted to regions to
administer land and natural resources is to be
implemented in accordance with the law to be enacted
by the federal state;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article
55( I) of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,
it is hereby proclaimed as follows:

Part One
General

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Rural Land
Administration and Land Use Proclamation No,
456/2005,"

2, Definition

In this Proclamation, unless the context requires
otherwise:

,1/ "rural land'. means any land outside of a
municipality holding or a town designated as
such by the relevant law;

2/ "rural land administration" means a proCf'<'<;
whereby rural land holding security is provideo,
land use planning is implernented, disputes
between rural land holders are resolved anq the
rights and obligations of any rural l~lI1dholder
are enforced, and information on farm plots and
grazing Land holders are gathered analyzed and
supplied to users;
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3/ "rurailand use" ,i1e~ui~~.process whereby rural
land is consetved alld sustainably used in a
manner that gives' bettetoutput; . ..

.,

4/ "holding right" means the right of any peasant
farmerO't setni-pastoralist andpastoralistshall
have to use rural land for' purpose of agriculture

. and natu'ral resource developmeht, lease and
bequeath to' m~h1bersef hiSi,family or other
lawful heirs, and includes the right to acquire

"propertyp'roduced on hlS'Land thereon by his
labour or capital and' to sale, exchange and
bequeathsame; .

5/ "family rt1ember" means any person who
permanently lives with holder of holding right
sharing the livelihood of the later;

6/ "rural land use plan" ITIeat1Sa pt"actice whereby
the options that give greater economic bel1efits
with auf,' causing .Iand degradation'. and

. envirarlITl'ehtal"pollution. are, determined and
implemented frohiamohg theoifferent use
options a rural land can give on the basis of
physical, economic and social information;

7/ "peasant" m~msa.mell1ber o( a rural community
who has been given nJ£f1IJandtholding ri~ht
and, the livelihood of his family and himself is
based on the income from,the}alid,;

8/ "pastora!ist"me.ans a ,member. of a rural
commu,nity that raises cattle by holding
rangeland and moving from one place to the
other, and the livelihood of himself and his
family is based 0./\mainly on the produce from
cattle;

.

9/ "semi pastoralist" means atnember of a rural
community whose Iivelihoo.d'ls based mainly
on cattle ~aising and to some extent on cro.p
farming;

.

101 "minimum size holding" means size of rural
land holding the productivity"ofwhich..can
ensure the fOodsecurity of a peasant and semi-
pastoralistand pastoralistfamity, or whi~h
suffices for cro.p . farming.,per~finial cr()p
farming,. grazing, house construction and
garden;
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1V~'minimum private holding" me,ans rural land in
the holding of peasants Semi"Pastoralists and
'Pastoralists other bodies who are entitled by
law to use rural hind;

"
'12/ "communed holding" means ruraf land which is

given' by the .government to local 'residents for
common grazing, forestry and other social
services;

13/ ,,""state 'hqldil1g'; ;meal1srural ;land demarcated
and those 'lands' 'to 'be >demarcatedin the future
at' federal or regional states holding; and
includes forestlands, wHdllfe"protected areas,
state farms, mining lands, lakes, rivers and
other rural lands;

14/ "holding cel1ificate" means cel1ificate of title
issued by a competent authority as proof of
ruraUan<:iuse right;

15/ "Iaad regjstration"means the process whereby
information,Qn theexpre~sionof rural land use

, rightanq holding is gathered, and analyzed;
,

'

161 "land information system" means a system
whereby rural land related information is
gathered,aflalyseq and distributed to users;

17/ "competent authority',' means a body established
in accordance wIth the constitution of a region
to ,ensure,. that a.. system of rural land
administration and utilization is realized in rl".:
re,gion;

18/ ' "person" me.ansa natural ortegal person.

3. Gender Reference; ,
.

~. . ",f

The provisions of this Proclamation that are
referring to masculine gender shall" also apply to
feminine gender. . . ,

'.4. Scopeof Application

This Proclamation shall apply to any ,rural land in
Ethiopia. .
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SECTIONTWO
THE RIGHT TO HOLD AND USE RURAL LAND

5. Acqui!~itionand UseorRuml Land

1/ In accordance with land administration law:

a) Peasant ... farmers/pastoralists engaged in
agriculture for a living shaH be given rural
land free of charge:

b) Any citizen ofthe country who is 18 years
of age or above and wants.to engage in
agriculture for a living shaH have the right
to use rural land; children who lost their
mothers and fathers due to death or other
situati<;m.shall have the right to use rural
land through legal. guardians until they
attain 18 years of age:

c) Women who want to engage in agriculture
shall have the right to get and use rural
land.

2/ Any person who is member of a peasant farmer,
Semi pastoralist and pastoralist family having
the right to use rural land may get rural land
from his family by donation, inheritance or
from the competent authority,

3/ Government being the owner of rural land,
commu,nal rural land holdings can be changed
to private holdings aso1ay be necessary;

4/ subject to giving priority to peasant farmers/semi
pastoralists and pastoralist:

a) Private investors that engage in agricultural
development activities shaH have the right
to use rural land in accordance with tI,:,
investment policies and laws at' federal and
regional levels;

b) Governmental and non-governmental
organizations and social and economic
institutions shall have the right to use rural
land in line with their ',development
objectives.
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i, r1mC oot.:", "'1\17D11I]T~_"'1\t7D001l1-o,;unl\,. 6. Rural land Measurement, Registration and
":J'",t.21/1ifig-o-t.C Holding Certificate
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1/ The sizes of rural lands under the holdings of
private persons, communities, governmental
and non-governf!1ental organizations shall be
measured as appropriate using cultural and
modern measurem~nl equipment,s; their land
use and level of fertility shall be registered as
well in the data base center by thecompettsnt
authorities established at all levels.

2/ Rural land holdings described under Sub-Article
1 of this Article shall be measured by the
competent authority and shall be given
cadastral maps showing their boundaries

3/ Any holder of rural land shall be given holding
certificate to be prepared by the competent
authority and that indicates size of the land,
land use type and cover, level of fertility and
boarders, as well as the obligation and right of
the holder.

4/ Where land is jointly he.ld by husband and wife
or by other persons, the holding certificate shall
be prepared in the name of all the joint holders.

5/ The information that describes the holder of rural
land, the holders of the bordering lands, the
types of use, and the rights and obligation of
the holder thereof shall be registered in the
database and kept by the competent authority.

6/ Any rural land that is held through lease or rental
shall be registered by the competent authority.

7. Duration of Rural Land Use Right

II The Rural land use right of peasant farmers,
semi-pastoralists and pastoralists shall have no
time limit.

2/ The duration of rural land use right of other
holders shall be determined by the rural land
administration laws of regions.
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31 Holder of rural land who is evicted for purpose
of public use shall be given compensation
proportional to the development he, has made
on the land and the property acquired, or shall
be given substitule land thereon. Where the
rural landholder is evicted by federal
government, the rate of cOI11'pensationwould be
determrned based on the federal land
administration law. Where ,the rural land
holder is evicted by regional governments, the
rate, of compensation would be determined
based on the rural land administration laws of
regIOns,

8. Transfer of Rural Land Use Right

11 Peasant fanners, semi. pastoralist andnastoralist
. who are given holding certificat~s can lease to

other farmers or investors land from their
holding of a size sufficient for, the intended
development in a manner that shall not displace
them, for a period of time to be determined by
rural land administration laws of regions based
on pm1icular local conditions,

21 The. rural land lease agreement to be concluded
in accordance with Sub-Article (I) of this
Article shall secure the consent of all the
members who have the right to use the land and
be approved and registered by the competent
authority,

31 A landholder may, using his land use right,
undertake development activity jointly with (i,1
investor in accordance with the contract he
concludes. Such contract shall be approved and
registered by the competent authority.

41 An' investor who has leased rural land may
present his use right as collateral.

51 Any holder shall have the right to transfer his
rural land use right through inheritance to
members of his family,
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9. Distribution of Rural Land

)/ In accordance with land administration laws of
the regions' farmlands whose holders are
deceased and have' no heirs or are' gone for
settlement or left the locality on own wish and
stayed over a given period of time shall be
distributed to peasant farmers, semi.pastoralist
and. pastoralist who have no land and who have
land' shortage.

2/ Distribution may be,wndertaken onirrigable land
in order to use irrigable land properly and
equitably.,

3/ Upon the wish and resolution of peasants
farmers, semi pastoralists and pastoral ists
where land distribution becomes the only
alt~rnative, it shall be undertaken in such a W!iY

. that it shall not be less then. the minimum S;L.~
of holding and in a manner that shall not result
in fragmentation of land and degradation of
natural resources.

.

4/ Where peasant farmers, semi pastoralist and
pastoralists are evicted from their holdings for
purpose of constructing irrigation structure,
land distribution shall be undertaken to make
them get eq'uitable benefit from the irrigation
development to be established.

10. Obligations of Rural Land Users

1/ A holder of rural land shalF be. obliged to use
and protect his land. When. the land gets
damaged, the user of the land shall lose his use
right. Particulars shall be given in the land
administration laws of the regions.

2/ Where. irrigation canals are cOrlstructed, the
holder shall have the obligation to allow the
construction of irrigation liiles and other
infrastructures if they cross his land holding~

3/ The holder of rural land shall have the obligation
to cooperate when requested by the competent
authority to measure and survey his land.

4/ Any rural landholder shall have the obligation
to notify the competent authority when he
abandons at will his land use right.
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11. Determining MininldfflRural Land Holding Size
and Encouraging .Land C()llsolidatiol1'

If Wi.thoutprejudic~lothe fom1ernoJding or farm
plot size of& family, the JcuJfl-plqtto be given
inth~futur~.shall'l1ot be I~ssthaft .theminimum
size holdin{).,

.. "I:>

2/Wh~~e r!Jral land t,StPansferredtbxsJI~cession, it
",shallbe)m(!~e in sltcha ~ay,that the, size of the
,land. to be" transferred isno~le5S than the

. . . < '.
, ~,

J1)ini,rnum s!~eholding,,, ,,-"'-','

3/ In order to make small farm plots convenient for
Qe\:'~Jppmep,t, ,,- f&~!ll~r~,,' aJ:e,..'0el.1<tpurag~(i to

yol~r)t~rily e,~dia~g~larl1}lariQ~.
.

.'

4/ " Theirifonmitiol{ ~(~ht'slze .~ndI~v~'?f fertility
of the farm plots' which "farmers intend to
exch,\nge" holding shalt, be distributed through

.,
kebefe

.'.
adm t,nistration

0.0
to 'Iefother farmers

residing inthekebeJe know about'it.

5/ A settlement and villagization program to be
undertaken at the request anQ p,(lrticipa~ionof
tfie commun'ity shall be undertaken'taking into
account the obj-ediveofland consolidation.

,:{.

12. Dispute'ResolutiOits'
;, j

Where dispute. arises over ruraldandholding right,
effort shall be made to resolve the dispute through
discussion and agreement ,of the concerned parties.
Where the dispute could not be resolved through
agreement, it shall be decided by an arbitral body to
be eJected by the parties or :b~decided in
accordan~ewiththe rural land' administr~tion laws
of the region. '

PART THREE
RURAL LAND USE RESTRICTIONS

If. {,'ImC OD~'l. -};tfI*+r' ...".:".~.,il(\lPIaJ-a,:'.lj
ilt\i'~4.""1 Pl.!1Clj. l.'1l.;J' OD~.,._"f..};m?+9" 13. Land UsePI~nn.~ng.andProper Use ofSloppy,

Gully and Wetlands
P./ {-'X/..C ~,e"'~"F rm't.,}. x".tll/OfJ.,"F

{~'N~4.'}''''}' Ullm')'): r i",{-'C tJl)J':Ff"'"t,,)IIJ,}-

7i4.'}'} l,£" (li'i.r'-oJII;'II?JJIp' 1I',,,.;J'9':}"')

lJ~'I"" u~Ah.,,"'1~()fI' Ul"~ll.'}
,(If.l. 'J

fUlJtd' 1tlJ\:.J~fI'9" UlJ/. o~'g~ o"/l),n l)t\m'

l)ft~A tll') m.,"f' -""/l)I..IP' ,errr,' A -:

1I ;A guid:i'1~land .us~l,TIasterplall, which takes in
to

.
account soi.l;type, lan~.fonn, weather

,condition, plqnt cover and sQcio..economic
conditions and which is based on.awater shed
approach, shall be developed by the competent
authority and implemented.
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2/ An equitable water use system shall be
established betWeen upper and lower watershed
communities.

3/ In any type of iura I land where soil and water
conservation works have been undertaken a
system of free grazing shall be prohibited and a
system of cut arid carry feeding shall be
introduced step by.~tep.

4/ The management of rural lands the slope of .

which is less than 30 percent. shall follow the
strategy of soil conservation and water
harvesting. The details shallbeciet~rmin.ed by

. rural fan~ .administr~tion law~:of reg,i(>ns.

5/ Development of annual crops on rural lands
that hayeslopes between 3 1-60 percent may be
allowed only through making be,nchterraces.

6/ Rurall~nds, the. slope of which is ,"ore than 60
percent; shall not be used for farming and free
grazing; they shall be used for development of
trees, perennial plants and forage production,

7/ Rural land of any slope which is highly
degraded shall be closed from human and
animal interference fora given period of time
to let it recover, and shall be' put to use when
ascertained that it has recovered. Unless the
degradation is caused by thenegl igence of the
peasaAt farmers, semi pastoralist and pastoralist
the users shall begi\len. compensation or. other
alternatives fortheinterim period.

8/ rural lands that have gullies shall be made to
rehabilitate by private and neighboring holders
and, as appropriate, by the local community,
using biological and physical works.

9/ Rural lands that have gullies and are located on
hilly areas shall be rehabilitated and developed
communally and' as appropriate by" private
individuals.

I0/ The biodiversity il1 rural wetland shall be
conserved and utilized as necessary, In
accordance with aSlJitable land use strategy.
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12. /\OO'''C l}Df1(.;J-~ /\lb~'f "1UOt-'e h1A"I/\o.y.'f

r1mC oo~T' 1';'J>l}D"'I.e f1/\o7'PA 14. Utilization of Rural Land for Villagization and
other Social Services
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1mC A"1T O?tf1i;C 16, Responsibly of Federal Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development
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A strategy of settlement, vilIagization and
development of social services that helps to bring
about a better system of rural land utilization shall
be formulated.

PART F8UR
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

15, Rural Land Administration and use Study

A system of study that focuses on. identification of
problems on land administration and use, and
recommends solutions shall be established.

The Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development shall:

11 have the responsibility to implement this
Proclamation by providing the necessary
professional support and by coordinating the
competent authorities;

21 initiate, on the basis of the information gathered
at national level and those to be obtained from
time to time through monitoring and evaluation,
development of new policy ideas, and the
amendment of the existing policy, as necessary;

3/ create the system for the exchange of
information between regions and the Federal
Government pertaining to rural land
administration and use,

17, Responsibility of Regions

1I Each regional counciI shall enact rural land
administration and Land use law, which
consists of detailed provisions necessary to
implement this Proclamation,

2/ Regions shall establish institutions at all levels
that shall implement rural land administration
and Land use systems, and shall strengthen the
institutions already established.
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18. Obligation to Cooperate

Any person shall have the obligation to cooperate
with relevant bodies for the implementation of this
proclamation.

19. Penalty

Any person who violates this Proclamation or the
regulations and directives issued for the
implementation of this Proclamation shall be
punishable under the applicable criminal law.

O. Repealed and Inapplicable laws

II The Federal Government Rural Land
Administration Proclamation No. 89/1997 is
hereby repealed.

21 No law, regulation, directive or practice shall,
in so far as it is inconsistent with this
Proclamation, be applicable with respect of
matters provided for in this proclamation

1. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force on this
15thdate of July, 2005

Done atAddis Ababa, this 15thday of July, 2005.

GIRMA WOLDEGIORGIS
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA

I
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