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DIRECTIVE Number 1023/2024
A Directive to Exempt Goods to be
Imported from Social Welfare Levy

WHEREAS, goods freely given to the public for
improvement of education and health services and
donated from abroad to assist citizens impoverished
by natural and man-made calamities fulfill the
intended purpose of the social welfare duty, it is
deemed necessary to exempt them from the duty ;

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to exempt
goods that has been exempted from taxes and duties
under international agreements to which Ethiopia is
a party from such kind of duty too;

NOW, THEREFORE, Ministry of Finance issued
this directive in accordance with Article 6(3) of

Social Welfare Levy on Imported Goods Regulation
No0.519/2022.

1. Short Title

This Directive may be cited as the “Directive to
Exempt Goods to be Imported from Social welfare
duty Number 1023/2024”

2. Definitions
In this Directive:
1/ “Duty” means the social welfare duty imposed
on imported goods by Social Welfare Levy on
Imported Goods Regulation No 519/2022;

2/ “Regulation” mean the Social Welfare Levy on
Imported Goods Regulation No 519/2022.
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3. Goods Exempted from Social
Development Levy

1/ Goods donated from abroad to the following

social welfare institutions shall be imported

free from the Levy imposed by the

Regulations;

a/ State-owned institutions or institutions
rendering free service to the public listed
here below;

Q) Education institutions;

(i)  health institutions;

(ili)  organizations that help children,
women, the elderly; mentally
disabled and physically
disabled.

b/ goods donated from abroad to

organizations who provide emergency aid
to persons affected by man-made and
natural calamities.

2/ Goods that are exempt from taxes and duties
under an international agreement to which
Ethiopia is a party shall be imported free from
Social development levy.

3/ Only defense and public security equipment,
parts and accessories thereof imported by
Ministry of
National Defense, Federal police and Regional
police  institutions, Ethiopian  National
Intelligence and Security Services and the
Information Network Security Administration
in accordance to the law.

4/ Coins, bank notes, unwrought silver and
gold imported by National Bank of Ethiopia.

4. Goods Not Exempted
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Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 3(1)
of this Directive, the following goods shall not
be exempted from social development levy:

a/ automobiles with less than eight passenger
seats and their spare parts;

b/ pickup vehicles with one or two cabins and
their spare parts;

¢/ equipment and materials for office use.

5. Submission of Evidences

Goods destined for purposes listed under Article
3(1) shall only be exempt upon submission of the
following evidences:

a) donation certificate showing that the goods
are donated;

b) the list of items and an invoice showing
their value;

C) a support letter from the appropriate
government institution confirming that the
goods will be used for designated purposes
and assuring that a report will be submitted
to the Ministry of Finance and the Customs
Commission on the utilization of such

goods.

6. Responsibilities of the Customs

Commission
The Customs Commission shall:

1/ maintain records on the amount of Levy that
shall have been paid on goods exempt from the
Levy and submit quarterly reports to the
Ministry of Finance on the same;

2/ carry out monitoring activities to ensure that
goods imported free of the Levy in accordance
with this Directive are used for the designated
purposes and receive reports from government
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uploading on the official website of the Ministry of
Finance.

Done at Addis Ababa
September 2024

Ahmed Shide
Minister of Finance
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