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 Peter. L Straus, on interpreting the Ethiopian penal Code JETL. Vol.V No 2; page 377 
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 Rene David, “A civil code for Ethiopia.” Tulane Law Review. (1963) page 190. 
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 Rene, David, Major legal systems of the world (1966) page 334 
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* “… the word possession is one which is used in all Western systems of Law, but its implication are not always the 

same. As Sir Maurice Amos and Dr. Waltoin have pointed out the differences between possession  in French and 

English law are “curious and somewhat intricate” … and both English law and France law use the word bail but in 

senses which are as far apart as the poles.”  
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 George Krzczunowicz. Formation and Effects of Contracts in Ethiopian law (1983) page 119 
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 Krzeczunowiz, G. “Statutory Interpretation in Ethiopia”; J. Eth. Law Vol. I No 3, page 317. 
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  Banks, Eva H.etal; Elements of law (1994); p.249.  
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 Gutteridge, 7�.�.�.20 ��Aü�� "' 102-4 
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*The primary rule is that no tax can be imposed unless there are words in the legislation clearly 
showing an intention to impose such tax on the subject. 
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“The judges used to see statutes as being evil a necessary evil no doubt, which disturbed the 
lovely harmony of the common law and they devised rules of statutory construction which, as 
Pollock observed. Obviously stemmed form the conviction that parliament changes the law for the 
worse and the business of the judges is to keep the mischief of its interference within the narrowest 
possible bounds” 
32
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  *“According to the Rommano- Germanic nation, a Code should not attempt to provide rules that 
are immediately applicable to every concrete case. But rather an organized system of general rules 
from which a solution for any given problem may be easily deduced by as simpler a process as 
possible.” 
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 Banks &	 ¸X� 7�.�.�22 ���2(Þ "' 375-378 

• “Legislative history is a tool not an interpretive approach in itself. It might be employed 
under almost any of the theories of statutory interpretation… For example a judge might turn  
to such materials in search of subjectives or to “imaginatively reconstruct” legislative ntent or 
tio devine the overall legislative purpose or to how the legislative would have answerd a 
particular question or to determine whether a work was used according t its ordinary or 
technical meaning.  
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51
 Karl N. Lewellun, “Remarks on the Theory of Appellate Decisions and the Rules of Canons about 

how statutes are to be conducted (1958) 7 banks &	 ¸X� "' 349 &�r��2L 
• Legislation has an aim. It seeks to obviate a mischief, to supply an inadequacy, to effect a 

change of policy to formulate a plan of government. That aim, that policy is not drawn, like 
nitrogen out of the air it is evinced in the language of the statute as read in the light of 
other external manifestations of purpose.” 

52
 Frankfurter, felix “some reflections on the reading of statutes” judges on judging (1997) "' 229 - 7
R ���� 
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