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PART TWO - MANUAL FOR SENIOR THESIS



PART ONE —BACKGROUND

1.1. Introduction

Senior Thesis, in this context, means research @onle by undergraduate law students
as a partial requirement for getting a Law Degtremigh there are different technical
definitions given to it by different scholars. Ihet Ethiopian Law Schools, students
have been doing Senior Thesis as a partial regemefor obtaining Law Degree since
the beginning of Legal Education in the Couhtfigven now, though the new national
curriculum for Law Schools has made the subjedttiele, it is believed that students
will continue doing thesis. This is because doimgsts will be very helpful experience

for the students in their future career.

However, till these days the thesis has been datteomt comprehensive guidelines.
The students were simply guided by their advisbysreferring to previously done
theses, and some fragmented information that igirdd here and there. There is also
no comprehensive manual on how the thesis is adtamed, consequence(s) of failure
of students to comply with any of the requiremdotéwhile doing research and other

issues related with doing senior thesis.

It is obvious; therefore, that having the guidelisea matter of necessity. And this
document, which is intended to serve as a mansi@,modified version of the earlier
draft that was further enriched with different coemts and amendments given by
different stakeholders in the workshop conducte@iahoftu in August 2009. While

preparing this guideline, though there was lackooél sources, we have tried to make
it as comprehensive as possible by referring téerdint foreign thesis guidelines
prepared for different disciplines, where they &and to be compatible with the

nature of Legal Research.

! This can be concluded from the obvious fact tleéng thesis has been a requirement for graduation
since then.



Some times we have also referred guide lines waiehprepared for graduate students
and incorporated some concepts from such papeis. ddtument is, therefore, the
cumulative result of the concepts and principlégmafrom the materials referred, and
personal observation and experience of the writdnsiost effort is made to make the

guide line fit to the real situation of the majgrdf the Ethiopian Law Schools.

The paper is divided in to two main parts: thetfpart deals with core issues that are
raised when senior thesis is done i.e. the Backgtai the paper and the second part is

a Manual designed for implementation purposes.

1.2. A Background on Issues to Be Considered

A. Topic

The first issue that a student doing thesis mugt tare of is selecting the topic. The
student must be familiar with the topic s/he isngoto select. The topic selected is
required to be neither too broad nor too narrowis Thto say that the student should
devote some time for examining and thinking abdw& topic s/he is intending to
prepare a proposal. This is due to the fact thatbtioadness or the narrowness of the
topic will have a great impact on the researctihdf topic is too broad it will be under
studied and if it is too narrow, the work may hgrdualify to be a research. So, the
student is required to choose a topic which is @ppate for the thesis. This indirectly
presupposes some kind of reading or pre-investigatn the would be topic and issues
related to it. The student can also strengtherthgrfamiliarity with the topic through

pre-reading.

The other very important issue that must be comstevhile selecting the research
topic is resource available for conducting the aesie Resource may be related with
availability of reference materials, time, fundslahe like. Some topics may be very
appropriate but if there is lack of resource(s)gtulent is not encouraged to do a thesis
on such topic. The capacity of our institution ahé surroundings is an important

factor in doing research. Research which is vemplex or capital intensive may not
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be recommended for undergraduate students. Therdtigdadvised to write the topic at

the beginning in the form of a question.

B. Gathering Information

If the research topic is once approved by the awmck organ the student should
proceed to preparing the proposal. However, fopamiag the proposal s/he is required
to make further readings on relevant materials pravious researches done on the
same or related topics. Generally, the studerggsired to gather all relevant pieces of

information before preparing the proposal.

Probably one of the greatest challenges for a stugeeparing the proposal or
conducting the research is getting relevant Lavesvd, in Ethiopia, are published in
the “negarit gazette” but the law school may nateha compilation of such publication
and the student may not be able to know as to whiehs currently working and as to
which law is repealed or amended by other pubbcati The same problem will be
created or it may even be worse when the studentswa get state laws. Students may
not also have free access to such compilations gvwbey are available for different
reasons. Hence, the student is advised to reftareiift websites devoted for laws and
legal issues. These days, it is known that the optah House of Peoples
Representatives, the House of Federation and soareschave their own websites and,
hence, students are advised to refer such sitegetting different laws and decisions
including the latest ones. In addition to thisdetots are advised to make use of foreign
websites which are devoted for laws and legal ssige e.g., in the USA students use

sites like “lexis-nexis” and “west law” in order get laws.

Last but not least, the student is advised to madee of any library or organization

which is found to be helpful in the course of dothg thesis.

C. Plagiarism
Following the approval of the proposal students r@guired to further investigate,

search, and observe every thing substantiallyeelatith their research. If the student
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believes that s/he has investigated enough s/hestagywriting the thesis but this does
not mean that it always follows that “you first denvestigate and then write” as both
reading/investigating and writing can be done $&igside. Though details are provided
under the topic “formatting”, the main issue, heseplagiarism. Great caution should
be taken while writing your thesis not to commiagibrism. Plagiarism includes but is
not limited to presenting the work/s of others asryown, or unfair use of the work/s

of others, or failure to acknowledge the work/®tifers even if the use is fair.

Plagiarism is serious academic theft! Students Ishio@l cautious that, plagiarism, even
if committed negligently, has serious consequences. The level of punishment
liability may differ from one institute to anothéut it's commonly considered as an
academic “theft® by all academic institutions and, hence, a crifkgiarism is
applicable to copyrighted materials of any typadrirism is considered very seriously
in this Guideline, too.

D. Meeting Deadlines

Meeting deadlines in another issue that must bengévserious attention by the student.
A student who does not have a plan may face diffiaaf meeting deadlines. Deadlines
may be related to the date of submission of th&tqgpoposal, each chapter and the
final copy of the thesis. Failure to meet deadlimag/ entail serious consequences. Any
failure to meet the deadline may not be justifiedept in the case of some serious
personal problems such as illness. Even in sudurmistances, the student is expected
to inform such situation to his or her advisor sotisually, the deadlines may be
dependent on the academic year of the concernedmity or the law school and they
may vary from one year to another. To avoid failofeneeting deadlines, the student
may use different techniques of writing her/hisstken a planned manner, for e.g., the

student may have her/his own deadlines which thlls before the official deadlines.

2 Dissertation guide line for undergraduate studygersity of Warwick) p.7

http://mww2 .warwick.ac.uk/study/cll/courses/engraduatemodules/ce302dissertation/dissertation
_guide lines_2008 ( last visit on 31 July02p
% Ibid.
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Some recommend for the student to have deadlinesnmmth prior to the official

deadlines.

The fate of students who fail to meet the deaddineg taken as one main issue in this
guideline and, hence, incorporated as one parh@fManual in the ¥ part of this

document.

E. Advisor
The best ally of the student is her/his advisoe.&tlvisor is supposed to be a person of
good knowledge in the subject matter of the re$eamd a person who has good

experience in research and related matters.

In order to give all the appropriate supports ®dtudent there must be some minimum
requirements/standards that should be fulfilledthy advisot. This issue can have
serious implications when one recognizes the faat tmost of the Ethiopian Law
Schools are under staffed both in terms of quality quantity. Due to this fact, though,
it may be difficult to provide some objective crite the “advisor” must be really an

advisor.

When we see the foreign experience, the advisasually the best professor in the area
of study related to the topic. Hence, at leastega which may be amended with the
improvement of the staff profile of the Law Schoadtsprovided in the™ part of this

document.

F. Administration and Research Expenses (Costs)

The administration of research works and finalizegies of researches is better done
by the law schools, particularly, the research puabdlications committee or team and

the university /school library jointly. The functicof the committee may extend from

approving topics and proposals to assigning adsjseaders, following the progress of

the research work, and resolving any kind of pnobleomplaint and the like that may

* For example see Ethiopian Journal of Legal Edanatiol.2, Nol,Jan 2009, p. 135

Page | 5



occur in due course. But, after the thesis is ifreal and graded by the advisor and the
reader jointly, it should be submitted to the comteel back and the committee should
hand over the copies of each thesis (or the selextes) of each year to the university
or school library and other concerned organs feniagtration and proper utilization
respectively.

It is telling the obvious that thesis work needaficial resource. Then the question that
follows: “who should cover such expenses?” the amsfor this question may be
different from one law school to another law schaoepending on the issue of
ownership of the schools. In government owned dshaloe government shares some
amount of the expenses of the students during sedty and the students cover major

proportion of the expenses through the ‘cost slgaegreement.

Therefore, it can be suggested that students irgolrernmental law schools may get
their cost covered temporarily i.e. on credit baksieugh the ‘cost sharing’ agreement
but for students in the privately owned law schpilgs obvious that they must cover

the research expenses by themselves. Of course, dhe chances that external funds
may be obtained for covering research expensesl lmassponsorship agreement or any
individual/institutional dealings for students ith governmental and private law

schools.

G. Formatting®

A student who is writing a thesis must follow sostandards .The standards are
related to the way the thesis is written, the wegyitems in the paper are presented, and
even to the size and the quality of the paper oithwthe thesis is printed. Following

this we are going to deal with issues related tmédgting and styling.

® Thesis formatting guide lines (Dalhousie Univepsit.2
http://www.dalgrad.dal.ca/forms/docs/thesis_regs.@ast visit July 31, 2009) and thesis formatting
preparation guidelines prepared by university lilwrgMalaysia University of science and technology)
pp.3-5
http://library.must.edu.my/r2005/HTML/librarycolliens/must_thesis/thesis%20formating.pdf. (last
visit July 31, 2009)
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i. Language

Determining the language of the thesis is very gy thing though it may look a

minor issue. If one refers to thesis which are doypédthiopian law students, it is not
uncommon to find a lot of quotations and annexesthrer local or sometimes in some
foreign languages other than the language of thsighwith out any translation. This
may be because of the presumption that the reamdkfca the advisor are/is familiar

with such language(s) but this is wrong when wesiter the fact that the paper may

be used by other readers also. Above all, it isnsg@roper formatting!

Moreover, since the medium of instruction is Ertglis seems obvious to conclude that
the language of the thesis should also be Endlisidents are also required to provide
translations of any quotations, interviews, questaires, or information/document

provided in any language other than English.

ii. Style

Students are required to follow uniform style faitimg their paper. If a student begins
writing his/her thesis in American English s/he muse the American English
consistentl’The form and location of notes (end/foot) and bigptaphies or references
should be uniformly applicable for the whole thediscceptionally, however, the

student may use different style for topics, nofigsires, tables and the like.

iii. Font Size®
Among the types of fonts available it is preferataethe student to use the 12 point
font (Times New Roman) for the body of the textuglo some font styles (such as

Arial, Roman Art) 11 point may be toleratéd.

® Thesis formatting guide lines (Dalhousie Univepsit.2
http://www.dalgrad.dal.ca/forms/docs/thesis_regs.@ast visit July 31, 2009)

" thesis guide line(University of Calgary; gradustaool) p.3
http://grad.ucalgary.calfiles/grad/t-thesis-guide§i-rev-apr-09-0.pdf( last visit July 31, 2009)
8 supra note 7

? Ibid.
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iv. Justification and Margins™®

It is preferable that the body of the text be fuedi both from the left and the right
sidé'* though some institutions do not require right ificsttion. A minimum of 1.5”
left justification is required. All the other mangi must be justified 1’ wide. The wider

left margin justification is required for facilitag binding.

v. Line Spacing

The common line spacing is 1.5-2’ and accordinguoview it is better to make it 1.5’

using a standard printer. A lower spacing may lesl der quotations, references, list of
tables, list of figures and the like. The body bé ttext, including introduction, and

acknowledgements part should be 1.5” spaced.

vi. Page Number$?

All pages of the thesis must be considered whingipage numbers. There must not
be any escaped, missed or duplicated pages. Adlgdagfore the beginning of the main
body of the text i.e. chapter 1 should be numbesgtth the lower case Roman
Numbers. The body of the text including the refeeepart and the annex should be
numbered with Arabic numerals. The page number feigiiven in the middle of the
lower margin. The title page is considered for nanry but it is not given a page

number. Actually it means™page though the figure is not written.

Thesis formatting guide lines (Dalhousie Universjiy2
http://www.dalgrad.dal.ca/forms/docs/thesis_regs.@ast visit July 31, 2009) and thesis guide
line(University of Calgary; graduate school) p.3
http://grad.ucalgary.calfiles/grad/t-thesis-guidefi-rev-apr-09-0.pdf( last visit July 31, 2009)

" thesis formatting preparation guidelines prepdmgdniversity librarian(Malaysia University of
science and technology) p.4
http://library.must.edu.my/r2005/HTML/librarycolliéens/must_thesis/thesis%20formating.pdf. (last
visit July 31, 2009)

2 Thesis formatting guide lines (Dalhousie Univepsit.2
http://www.dalgrad.dal.ca/forms/docs/thesis_regs.@ast visit July 31, 2009) and thesis formatting
preparation guidelines prepared by university lilwraMalaysia University of science and technology)
p.3

http://library.must.edu.my/r2005/HTML/librarycollens/must_thesis/thesis%20formating.pdf. (last
visit July 31, 2009)
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vii. Paper®®

The size, color, and quality of the paper on whicl thesis is printed should meet
certain standards. The thesis must be printed osiZel white, good quality (20-40 Ib
bond) paper. Printing should be on one side ofpsyeer only. The printing device
should also be able to give a clear, legible result

viii. Citations

There are different types of citations and the esiids required to follow only one way
of citing for the whole thesis. Citations may beypded as a footnote i.e. at the bottom
of the main text in which the number indicating teérred material exists, at the end
of each chapter (end notes), or in parenthesigviitig the idea (statement) of the
referred material. This type of citation providasrackets the name of the author, year
of publication and page number. The student mayameof the above mentioned
citation methods but for the sake of uniformity dadibility we recommend that the
Foot Note method be used.

The student must know the details that should betioveed in the note. Specially; the
student must distinguish End/Foot Note from Bibtagghy, for e.g. the name of the
author is written differently in bibliography anad@foot notes, there is also no page
number for bibliography but in foot/end notes tlag® number of the referred material

must be given.

Let’s see the following example (fictitious):
Edward Nathan Philip, Globalization abévelopment (Addis Ababa: abc
printing, 1990), pp, 23-25........... End/foot note

Philip, Edward Nathan, GlobalizationdaDevelopment(Addis Ababa: abc

printing, 1990)......... bibliography

Bsupra note 8, p.8
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But Ethiopian names are not inverted and when argingle page is referred “pp” will
be changed to a single “P” and they represent “pagabers” and “page number”
respectively.

ix. Order of Items in the Thesis*

The thesis has preliminary items (items that corafore the main body), the main
body, and items that come after the main body efttiesis. The type of the items that
should be included in the thesis may differ froracgline to discipline or from one

institution to another. The same holds true fordhger of the items but, here, we are
going to provide the order of items (with their tamts) that is thought to be the most

convenient for the Ethiopian undergraduate lawestig] as follows:

1. The Title Page

This is the first page of the thesis, though in@® numbered. The title page must
contain: the name of the university, the exace taf the thesis as approved by the
concerned organ, the name of the student (full legdl), the statement that it is
submitted in partial fulfillment of the requiremerfor the degree of Bachelor of Laws
(LL.B Degree) to the faculty of Law of the Univessithe name of the advisor, place
and country of the research (university) and maurttl year in which the research is
done. If there is any copy right agreement the nafribe student must appear at the
bottom of the title page preceded by the symbol &e phrase ‘copy right’.

The student must provide adequate and fair spduetgeen the items that appear in
the title page. It is also preferable that, the eashthe university, the statement that
mentions that the thesis is submitted in partidfilliment of the requirements of

bachelor of laws at the faculty of law of the umsity, place and time (year and month)

be written in capital letters so as to give armaative format to the title page.

4 Supra note 13,pp 3-8
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If there are any abbreviations and symbols thaeapm the title page, they must be
provided with their meanings, though, such abbteneor symbol is not very common

to the study of law? Look in to the following sample title page:

15 Thesis writing guide line(the International Unisigy of Japan)p.11
http://www.noto.com/statute/index.cfm (lagsited on 31 July,2009)
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UNIVERSITY OF HAWASSA

A Survey of the Treatrhef Juvenile Delinquents in

Awassa City

By:

Fiseha Htdten Gebresilassie

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE REQIREMENTS

FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF LAWS (LL.B)
FACULTY OF LAW OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWASSA

AdVISOr: oo

AWASSA, ETHIOPIA
MAY, 2007

©Fiseha Haftetsion Gebresilassie, 2007

AT THE
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2. Dedication Page(if any)'®
The content and format of the dedication page i®upe student.

3. The Table of Content$’

The table of contents of the thesis must showhalitems in the thesis. The order of the
items in the table of contents must be as theyapipethe thesis it self. Every thifd,
except the title page, including the table of caotgat self must appear in the table of
contents. The headings and sub headings of thésthkeseuld appear in the table of

contents.

Make sure that the naming, spellings, and othen&ts of the headings in the table of
contents and the thesis match (are identical)stmgyj an appendix, indicate the title of
each appendix. The student must check that the pag#ers given in the table of

contents exactly match with the number and heaidinige thesis.

The same level of headings must be justified indéwme way and sub level headings
indented a few spaces from the level headings gainaall same sub level headings
must be justified equally. The student can folldwe same spacing for the table of

contents and the body of the text.

Some times there may be very long headings anduith headings it may be possible
to shorten such headings or to write such headimgge spaced but it should be very
clear to the reader to identify such heading inibey of the thesis (texty.

1% supra note 7,p.3

" Thesis writing guide line(the International Unisiéy of Japan)p.12
http://www.noto.com/statute/index.cfm (lagsited on 31 July,2009) and thesis guide line¢@rsity of
Calgary; graduate school) p.6
http://grad.ucalgary.calfiles/grad/t-thesis-quidefi-rev-apr-09-0.pdf( last visit July 31, 2009

18 supra note 7

19 Supra note 18
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4. List of lllustrations, Figures, and/or Tables®

These may not be common to appear in Law thesisflibey appear, they must be
provided following the table of contents. Each feguillustration or table should be
given in a separate page and the student sholddvfthe formatting in the body of the

text for these items unless the circumstance distatherwise.

5. Abstract

This part is aimed at introducing the reader afiudlwhat the paper is. This part briefly
introduces the reader: the background of the stiyprocedures and methodologtes
used for conducting the research, and the findiags conclusions of the thesis.
Though there is no page limitation for abstradtss preferred that abstracts be as brief
and comprehensive as possible. It is not necessanglude citations for abstracts.

6. List of Abbreviations and Symbols Used (if any)
When there is any list of abbreviations or symhgasd in the thesis, it must appear
next to the abstract.

7. Glossary (if any)
Glossary must appear next to the list of abbrenatand symbols.

8. Acknowledgements (if any¥’

Though the content of the acknowledgements palfisto the student, the student
should acknowledge when there is real help relamgth the thesis because
acknowledgement shows professional and personabtadness. The student must also
be cautious that s/he must use terms and persosstantly for e.g. if s/he begins with

“l...." s’lhe must continue likewise.

20 Supra note 7

ZSypra note 16,p.12

22 Supra note 7,p.3

BThesis writing guide line(the International Univieyof Japan)p.13
http://www.noto.com/statute/index.cfm (lagsited on 31 July,2009) and Thesis formattingdguines
(Dalhousie University) p.3

http://www.dalgrad.dal.ca/forms/docs/thesis_regs.(ast visit: July 31, 2009)
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9. Epigraph®

This is the last part of the preliminary part o¢ thesis. An epigraph is any quotation
that precedes the text of a chapter. The soura@napigraph is indicated below the
guotation but it is listed neither in the biblioghy nor references part unless it is also
cited in the text. It is recommended that an epilgriae indented 20 spaces from the left

margin.

10. Body of the Text
The body of the text comes following the last itefrthe preliminary items and it is
written as per the formatting mentioned under sectz” above.

11. Bibliography /Reference List®

Though it is possible to list the reference/bibteyghy following the annex part,
students are advised to list the reference /bikdiplgy part before the annex , when we
see it from the law thesis point of view i.e. #agnexes are not expected to be so
technical or complicated matters. When we comééonbain point i.e. the content of
the bibliography /reference part, all works whick eeferred in the material including
websites should be incorporated. Any work consuhettie course of writing the thesis
but which is not documented should not be mentioimethe bibliography part but

separately in the reference part (examples aresaafrkart).

The forms used for writing bibliography are veryngaicated and they considerably
differ from one discipline to another and from oaeademic institution to another,
hence, the student is required to follow only opgtesm. The student must also ensure
that the form used in the bibliography part and ¢hations is consistent for e.g. the

student is advised to consult the Harvard, APAQ&ford systems and to consistently

%4 supra note 8 ,p.6

% Thesis writing guide line(the International Unisity of Japan)p.13
http://www.noto.com/statute/index.cfm (lagsited on 31 July,2009) , thesis guide line(Unsity of
Calgary; graduate school) p.7
http://grad.ucalgary.calfiles/grad/t-thesis-guide§i-rev-apr-09-0.pdf( last visit July 31, 2009),and
Thesis formatting guide lines (Dalhousie Universiiyb
http://www.dalgrad.dal.ca/forms/docs/thesis_regs.@ast visit July 31, 2009)
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use either of them for citing or referring any mistiein the whole thesis. It is preferable

to use the system recommended by the Universitiiere is any.

12. Annexe$®

There may be materials which are considered vesgrgml for the thesis such as
detailed raw data, too long quoted materials, pioa explanations, questionnaires, or
other supplementary materials but very bulky oryveetailed to be included in the

body of the text, hence, such materials shoulditaelzed as the last part of the thesis

so that the reader can refer to them in time ofinee

Students should be aware that in order to annexapy righted material they need to
get copy right permission. They are also requicegrovide some clarification in case

they have attached some electronic material tohibgs as an annex.

Unless the nature of the material dictates sofdhmeat and other writing styles for the

body of the thesis are applied to the annexes.

1.3. Summary
By now, we believe that we have raised the coratpan relation to thesis writing by
undergraduate law students. The issues rose iibdlck& ground’ part of this document
are related with the following three main issues:

1. Administrative issues;

2. Technical matters (issues dealing with ‘how to pext, ‘how the paper is

done’ and other formality issues); and
3. Advisory issues (issues that are optional to thelesit whether to follow or

not).

6 Thesis writing guide line(the International Unisity of Japan)p.13
http://www.noto.com/statute/index.cfm (lagsited on 31 July,2009) and Thesis formattingdguines
(Dalhousie University) p.6

http://www.dalgrad.dal.ca/forms/docs/thesis_regs.(ast visit: July 31, 2009)
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When we examine the issues raised in the backgraorde of them need normative

framework for implementation as they are coercivaature but some of them do not.
And now, depending on our findings as summarizethenfirst part of this document,

we have developed the following Manual to be fokaWby the Ethiopian law schools

for administering senior thesis and related issi@smay be raised thereof.
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PART TWO - MANUAL FOR SENIOR THESIS

Section 1: Administrative Matters

1.1. Establishment of student research and publicein unit/center/committee in

law schools (hereinafter called ‘ research uniy

1) All law schools shall have a research unit thatreses student senior thesis. The

research unit can be part of the schools’ reseandhpublication center.

2) The research unit shall have the following dutied gesponsibilities:

(A) Approving topics of senior researches to be unierndy students.

(B) Making approved topics or topics that a researciirsady done on accessible
to other law schools using different methods.

(C)Undertaking orientation programs on how to undertsénior thesis for students
including lecture on citations rules and othervate issues.

(D) Fixing dates for thesis defenses and assigningeread

(E) Fixing deadlines for submission of title, proposalsafts and final copy of the
research.

(F) Submitting final grades of students.

(G)Deciding on students request for change of advisor.

(H) Organizing university wide student research sympusi

(I) Overseeing publication of selected student theses.

(J) Sending selected theses to other institutions.

(K) Overseeing the participation of its law school Ire tnational law schools
research symposium.

(L) Looking for funding for student researches fromentimstitutions.
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1.2.Provision of Resources

1) Law schools shall provide necessary resources sischbooks, journals, legal
documents, internet access and other relevant ialatéo students undertaking

research. Inter university use of library shoukbabe arranged.

2) Funding an undergraduate thesis will be based efotlowing principles:

(A) There should not be uniform funding foit theses. Funding should be
subjective to each student based on the submittedopal and the type of
research to be undertaken. The schools researthwilhhave the power to
review funding proposals.

(B) Funding undergraduate theses are onlyntrteacover the costs of the research.
It is not a payment for the works of the student.

(C) In government owned law schools, resed&uolding shall constitute academic
cost (tuition fees) and will be included in the ttaharing obligations of
students. In private law schools; however, costthefresearch shall be borne
by the paying student.

(D) In kind provision of resources, such as givpapers, computer, printer and the
like for students constitutes part of funding tesearch.

Section 2: How to Do the Research Work

2.1. Selection of Thesis Topic

1) As a principle, students should by themselves selé¢kesis topic. Students should
be reminded that their topic must have a scopeaamtution sufficient to contribute

a major element in their legal education. Topice edso be provided by any
interested academic staff or the schools’ reseands.
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2) Topics should be approved after being tested ongtioeinds of originality of
thoughts and the ability to solve a specific |lqggalblem.

3) Students should not be allowed to do a researcbxantly the same topic that a
previous research was done on in the same institudr in other law schools.
However, if they prove that despite similarity afpics their thesis will have

significant difference, they can get their topippmved.

In order to control researches on a topic that alkesady researched on, all law schools
shall keep records of the research topics (paptesent) undertaken by their students

and make it accessible for other law schools.

2.2. Individual Nature of the Course

Senior thesis is an individual research work thserg willing undergraduate
(prospective graduate) student shall undertake pmigently. It should not be
undertaken in groups.

2.3.  Submission of Proposal

1) After the topic is approved and an advisor is assig students should prepare their
research proposals in consultation with their aagisThe proposal shall at least
include:

(A) An abstract (brief explanation on what the whokesrch will be about).
(B) The research questions.

(C) Objectives and significance of the study.

(D) Methods that are going to be used.

(E) List of resources needed (including funding) toenake the research.
(F) An action plan.

(G)A preliminary bibliography.
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2) The thesis proposal shall demonstrate that thearelsés not intended to be a mere
review of literature rather it is examination oparticular issue. The quality of the
proposal will form part of the evaluation of thedent.

2.4. Advisors

1) Advisors are academic staffs of law schools thdthw assigned to advise a student
on his/her senior thesis. In cases where it isgsarg advisors can be assigned from
external institutions. Advisors for senior thedwusld be staffs with a minimum of
an LL.M degree or equivalent. (Academic staffs vane promoted to the status of
lecturer can also be assigned as advisors).

2) Upon approval of topics, the research unit of laho®ls decides on who should
advise a particular student. This can be done mvays as it fits or is selected by
each law school:

(A) By the choice of the students:- the students woklfor an advisor by their
own from among available academic staffs and uppeeanent they will
notify the research unit and the latter will apgrov

(B) By assignment: - the research unit will assign sahd to students from
among available academic staffs that are presumbdve good knowledge
in the subject matter of the research or experiemaesearch and related

areas in addition to the requirements provided u@de(1).
(3) Advisors have the following rights and respoiigies:

(A) Student advising is part of the staff's academspaoasibility and should
form part of its academic load. (By necessary iogtlon, an overload
payment should be arranged for instructors beamegxtra load to advice,

depending on relevant university legislation).
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(B) Advisors shall arrange time for advising and begbuial.

(C) They shall give comment at least at the end ofyegkapter.

(D)Help the student by guiding him/her on researchagpies, providing
materials and commenting in his/her findings.

(E) Evaluate the student.

(F) Advisors should not do the researches of studeotstiem. This is

misconduct and is subject to disciplinary actions.

2.5. Language and Format of the Thesis

1) Senior thesis should be written in English.

2) A Student writing senior thesis must follow prop@matting standards. Formatting
standards can be prepared by each law schoolsecbsgait. However, any thesis

should, at least, follow the following format:

(A) Cover Page.

(B) Acknowledgment page.
(C)Dedication page (if any).
(D)Table of contents.

(E)List of tables/figures.
(F)Acronyms.

(H) Abstract or Introduction.

(I) Body of the thesis.

(J) Bibliography/ List of reference.

(K) Annexes.

(3) Each law schools shall determine font size,ginaaind other formatting issues.
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2.6. Deadlines

The research unit shall notify deadlines for défar submissions. Advisors can also
make submission deadlines to their respective adsis Failure to meet either of the
two will result in measures. In any case, submissid the work after the final

submission deadline, without sufficient cause, Istnatl be acceptable.

2.7. Rights and Responsibilities of the Student

The student is expected to demonstrate utmogeditie in the work. The students shall

have the following rights and responsibilities:

(A) To choose their research topics.

(B) To maintain good relation with their advisors.

(C) Applying for change of advisors or readers fordjcause.
(D) Looking for funding for his research from othertingions.
(E) To meet deadlines and time tables.

(F) To avoid plagiarism and any other academic miscondu

2.8. Defense

Defense shall mean presentation by the studentisshen research findings and

addressing issues and questions that are raisgatuRaly:

(A) Every student who submitted the final draft of s/ research will have to
defend his research in the presence of his adwasdr a minimum of two
readers.

(B) Defenses can be done in private (in the presencthefabove 3 and the
presenter only) or in public (which is open for ang who is interested to

attain) at the discretion and convenience of eashsichool.
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(C)Questions raised in defenses shall not be desigmexnfuse, humiliate and
disregard the student. They should rather be dideas a feedback, to evaluate
the originality of the work and the attention antigence of the student in
undertaking the research.

(D) Readers should be given the research at least ealk before the defense.

(E) Readers should be assigned by the research uei loasinterest or association

with the subject matter of the thesis.

2.9. Evaluation

2.9.1. Evaluators

Research work should be independently judged epandent evaluators. The

evaluation should be:

(A) 50% defense (average of all the marks given byptaple who evaluated the
defense including the advisor).
(B) 30% by the advisor.

(C)20% readers (average of the marks given by theerspd

2.9.2. How to evaluate

(2)The following criteria should be used for evdioas by advisors:

(A) The quality of the proposal (inclusion of necessafgrmation).

(B) Diligence and consistency of the student (on mgetieadlines, punctuality
and the like).

(C) Progress of the research (willingness to acceptnuambs and to improve).

(D) Relationship with the advisor.

(2) The following criteria should be used for exatlan by readers:
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(A) Originality of the work.
(B) Practical relevance of the work to address a spdeijal issue.
(C)Level of raising and addressing relevant issues.
(D) Following proper formats and citations.
(E) Consistency and logical arrangement of the paper.

(3) The following criteria should be used for exalng the defense:
(A) Language clarity and presentation.

(B) Addressing the issues rose.
(C) Demonstrating in-depth knowledge in the subjectenat

2.9.3. Grading

Grading of senior thesis shall be done using fe@les and not on competitive bases.

Section 3: Citation and Plagiarism

In writing the thesis, students shall acknowledgedource they used by citation.

3.1. Rule of Citation

Students must adhere to the rules of citation dpesl by their particular university or

law school.

3.2. Way of Citation

Students must adhere to the Way(s) of citatioreldgped by their particular university

or law school.
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3.3. Plagiarism

Plagiarism shall include the act of presentingwlek of others as your own or using
other person’s work without acknowledging the seumr placing as a reference
something that is not used in the work, fabricaingource or doing any other similar

act, intentionally or negligently. Particularly:

(A) Plagiarism as a very serious academic offence séslllt in taking disciplinary
measures against the student.

(B) The measures can extend from deduction of gradgsttimg a failure grade and
thereby repetition of the course, depending odetgree of gravity.

(C)Plagiarism is punishable even if it's discoveredray stage of the research.

(D) Plagiarism can be reported by anyone to advisotiseoresearch unit.

(E) Each law school shall have guideline on specificasnees to be taken for
specific cases of plagiarism. There shall be agisrthined procedure based on

the rule of law and actions should be taken tramsyly.

Section 4: Ownership of the Work

The copy right of the research work should remaith whe student. However, this

should not be a bar to law schools to use the relsegorks of their students and other

law school’s students for teaching and non-profggiurposes.

Section 5: Making the Research Accessible

The following measure shall be taken in order tixen@searches accessible:

(A) One issue of every law school’s journal, if anypdd be exclusively reserved

for publishing outstanding student researches.
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(B) Law schools should take the responsibility of segdeven by translating the
research into national languages, to the concerstidutions if the research is
relevant to the institutions.

(C) There should be an annual student research synmpasievery law school. In
the symposium selected outstanding student thésesgdsbe presented.

(D) All students of the concerned law school shallhwited as audience.

(E) Law schools shall also invite other stakeholdeas will likely benefit from the
research.

(F) Researchers will be given a certificate for theiniavements.

(G)There should be an annual national law studenearels symposium organized
by the JLSRI or law schools rotationally. Outstagdpapers from each law
school should be presented in the symposium andptbeeedings of the
symposium shall be published. The audience shoelddbected law students,

staffs, and stake holders based on merit.

Section 6: Miscellaneous

6.1. Time to Undertake Senior Thesis

To substantiate what is mentioned in the naticnaliculum for law schools regarding
time for undertaking senior thesis. Each law scsomsearch unit shall finalize the
task of topic selection, advisor assignment ang@sal approval at the end df gear

2" semester.
6.2. Enhancing the Capacity of Law Schools
Each law school must devote utmost resources amptbgmtmost effort to enhancing

and building its capacity so as to enhance anddbitsl capacity of handling and

administering senior thesis
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