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A proclamation Issued for the Establishment
and Recognition of the Amhara Naional
Regional State Castomary Courts

WHEREAS, the regional government has
responsibility to support the development and
preservation of customs which does not contradict
fundamental human rights, democratic prinéiplcs,
and the constitution;

WHEREAS, it is stipulated that parties seeking to
resolve their disputes may do so in a customary court
to be established and recognized in accordance with

the region's constitution;
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and help to promoting sustainable peace so
that the society found at each ares get justice besides
their enabling the society easily communicate through
familiar language, efficiently uncovering the truth, and

providing cost-effective and accessible means of | ustice;
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WHEREAS, ensuring coordination and compatibility
between regular courts and customary courts in the

region is vital for enhancing the effectiveness of Jjustice;

PA%le- Ndué-P nAA "0C 0 0HRRAD- Pllch.e-P NOW, THEREFORE, the Amhara National Region
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Revised Amhara Regional State Constitution, hereby
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proclaimed this proclamation.
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PART ONE

GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as “The Amhara, Region
Customary Courts Establishment and Recognition
Proclamation No 2982025 »

. FCAoy,
i 2. Definition
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Unless the context requires otherwise. in this
P @NP:-

proclamation:

1/ “Constitation” means the Revised Amhars National

NAAP  av3 g 1 gu Yo Yy Regional State Constitution.
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2/ “Government” means the Amhara National Regional
e o Vel N TV BT

r “hl oo por omp PHAGA® ¢hoy,. NP
{’ State Government.

“RAN" 9N ghoyy. Nhd-® nAA - 3/ “Region” means the Amhara National Region.
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5/ “Formal Courts” mecans the Supreme Court, High
Courts and Wereda Courts established in accordance

©Ce LT: netsE eCe L aS POL5 with the Revised Regional State Constitution.
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%/ “QhAE T Al POhA GCL (k| 6/ “Customary Law” means the customary law that
applies in the specific locality where the customary
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court is situated, provided it is not in conflict with
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7/ “Elders” means a person selected and assigned to
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#/ “0arAL” ot 00HAT ece N @0T | 8 “Party” means anyone who is a litigant, disputing
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party, plaintiff, defendant, appellant, respondent, or

as the case may be, witness or executor and

73 L ANAANLI R sNE @BYe AAATL G representative in a customary court.
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i) “Bchéd” AT POMA GCE W3 AIe.LTH 9/ “Secretary” means an expert assigned to assist elders
of a customary court.
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10/ “Committee” an organ to be organized by “Wereda’

‘ i/ “hem” SInt Te1 0P ATINoel T NOLS
or ‘Kebele’ to facilitate the selection of elders.
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11/ “Satisfactory Reason” means any reason that elders
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of a customary court deem sufficient, considering
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the unique circumstances of the specific locality in
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which the court operates.
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12/ “Chairperson’ means an assigned elder of a

“customary court entrusted with additional duties and

responsibilitics provided in this proclamation.

13/ “Person’’ means any natural or legal person.

14/ Any expression in the masculine gender shall also

include to the feminine gender.

3. Scope of Application

1/ This proclamation shall be applicable to any person
who gives his consent to the resolution of his case
in accordance with this proclamation.

7/ Without prejudice 0 the provision under Sub-article
(1) of this Article, relevant provisions of this
proclamation <hall be applicable t0 different bodies

stated in this proclamation.
PART TWO

OBJECTIVES AND FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLES OF CUSTOMARY COURTS

4. Objectives of the Customary Court

The customary court shall have the following objectives:

1/ Enabling disputes 10 be solved based on customary

laws and values of the regional society:

2/ Contributing to the respect for human rights and the

rule of law by dispensing justice based on customary
law that is better in fact finding and prevalence of
justice, and strengthen the social relations of the

disputants;

'/ AN a0 LN J0.l-N CUPTE MR $ANG POA | 3/ Making the people of the region get access 10 justice
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that are affordable and low cost with simplifie

proccdurcs;
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4/ Creating a legal and justice system that ensured sense
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of ownership and contribute for development of the

Ambhara culture, value and language.

5. Fundamental Principles
The establishment of customary courts, recognition and
operating procedures shall be governed by the following

principles:

1/ Being based on consent and whether they are
alternatives:

A) Customary courts shall operate alongside regular
courts and serve as alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms;

B) No one shall be judged by a customary court
without his free consent.

7/ Not harming on customary system:

Without prejudice 10 the mandatory requirements
referred under this proclamation, the establishment and
recognition of customary court law shall be based on the
observance of trust worthiness of customary institutions

operations and cultural values.

3/ From observance of human rights perspective,
customary courts are obliged the following:

A) All procedures implemented in the customary

court shall respect human rights of the parties in

the dispute;

B) Customary courts shall provide their judgement
and service free from discrimination based on
social status, race, ethnicity, nationality, social
location, color, language, religion, political or
other thoughts, wealth, place of birth, physica

impairement or any other status.

C) Men and women shall be equally treated In th

customary court;
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D) Customary courts shall respect priority rights of

children;

E) Parties coming to customary court have the right
to bring their own language translator;

F) Decisions of customary courts, including

physical penalties, shall not be inhuman,

degrading, full of cruelty or humiliate and

violate dignity;

G) Human rights violations in the decision-making
process of customary courts shall be sufficient

grounds for appeal.

4/ Regarding accessibility to the society:
A) Customary courts shall be established and
recognized in a manner ensuring accessibility
and are located within the communities they

serve;

B) The establishment of cutomary courts and laws
applied in customary courts shall be predictable
and casily accessible (recognized by the

community).

PART THREE
CUSTOMARY COURTS ESTABLISHMENT,
RECOGNITION, STRUCTURE AND POWER

6. Establishment and Recognition of
Customary Courts
The Amhara Region Customary Courts operating on the
basis of customary laws are hereby established by this

proclamation.
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2/ Recognition may be given to social institutions

organized as customary courts that settle disputes
based on customary laws. Particulars shall be

determined by a regulation and directive to be issued.

3/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-articles (1)
and (2) of this Article, social institutions engaged in
dispute resolution under customary laws are not
prohibited by this proclamation to discharge their
regular duties.

v. Structure of Customary Courts

1/ The Customary Courts being established from the

nationalities customary courts, it shall have the

following structure at Wereda or kebele level:

A) First Instance Customary Court, and
B) Appellate Court.
2/ Customary courts shall have the following organs:
A) Presiding Elder of the Customary Court, and
B) Elders of the Customary Court.
3/ Customary Court shall have Secretary of the the

customary court and other staffs as necessary.

4/ Notwithstanding the provisions from Sub articles (1-
3) of this Article, the institutional detailed structure
and implementation of the customary court shall be
determined by the regulation and directive to be
issued accordance with the customary law of the
locality and unique characteristics of the customary

court.
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8. Customary Courts Judicial Power

1/ The Customary Court Shall have a jurisdiction ov

the following matters:

A) Family and private civil matters;

B) Crimes cases submitted as private appeal a
law transgression matters;

C) Other matters expressly authorized by otk

laws.

2/ Customary Court shall have proceeding jurisdicti
of a case only if the disputing parties give th

consent either in writing or orally.

3/ Litigant parties in a regular court can request th
cases mentioned in this Article to be referred tc

customary court based on mutual agreement.

4/ Without prejudice to the provisions from Sub-artic
(1 — 3) of this Article, at least one of the follow:
criteria must be fulfilled in order for the Custom;
Court to proceed a case before it:

A) At least one of the disputing parties is a resid
or was born in the local administrative t

within the jurisdiction of the customary court

B) The immovable property subject to the disp
is situated in the local administrative unit wit
the jurisdiction of the customary court, or

C) The case leading to the dispute was initiatec
finalized within the jurisdiction of

customary court.
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5/ When there is a local customary law that determines
Jurisdiction in a different way than what is provided
‘under Sub-article (4) of this Article, such customary

law shall prevail.

6/ Notwithstanding with the provision of Sub-article
1(B) of this Article, the Customary Court shall have
the following executive powers in relation to
criminal matters instituted by the Public Prosecutor:
A) Reconciling the parties under dispute;

B) Determining amount of payment and execution
of such order;

C) Determining compensation to be paid;

D) Determining on litigation related costs.

7/ When a court of jurisdiction seizing the matter
believes that the case should be resolved by the
Customary Court, or there is a law requiring so, it
may refer the case to the Customary Court for its
resolution based on the consent of the parties.

8/ A court shall not have the power to entertain a matter
pending before a customary court with the consent of
the parties except in accordance with Article 34 sub-
article 2 of this Proclamation.

9/ The Customary Court shall have the jurisdiction only
over appeals against the final decisions of the First

Instance Customary Court.

PART FOUR
ELDERS

9. Criterion for Elders Election
1/'A person must fulfill the following criteria to be
clected as an elder of a Customary Court:
A) person who knows and respects the customary
law and social values of the place where the

Customary Court operates;
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B) A person who has acceptance and with enot

experience and qualities on reconciliation am
the community;
C) Willing to serve as an elder;
D) A person trusted by the community for
integrity from kickback and palm greasing;
E) A person who does not have mental or phys
impairment or incapable from performing
duties;
F) He is not convicted of crime; or he is reinst
in case he had been previously convicted of's
2/ Without prejudice to Sub-article (1) of this Ar
additional criteria for election of elders ma;

determined by a regulation or directive to be isst

10. Number of Elders
Given the variations in the customary practic
different nationalities in the region, the number of ¢
in the Customary Courts shall be determined inam
that ensures equity and trust, taking into account sp
contexts. Particulars shall be determined by a regu

and directive to be issued.

11. Flection Procedures
1) A Wereda court shall establish a committe

coordinates and leads the election of elders.

2) The committee shall request the kebele admini
to convene the meeting of the Kebele resid

select elders.

3) The appointment and removal of elders sl
determined in accordance with the customar
Detail procedures shall be determined by a reg

and directive to be issued.
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12. Oath of the Elders

Upon announcement of the results, the elected elders f¢
the Customary Court shall take an oath in accordanc
with the customary law of the area where the Customal

Court operates.

13. Terms of Service of Elders
1/ The terms of service of elders shall be determined
accordance with the customary law of the locali

Particulars shall be determined by a directive.

2/ Notwithstanding what to be determined under St
article (1) of this Article, capacity or integr
limitations of an elder may be challenged throu
whistleblowing or complaint handling procedures
the complaint is substantiated by a meeting of
Kebele residents, the elder may be removed at

time.

14. Removal of Elders Other than La
of Capacity and Ethics

An elder may be removed from his duty based on
following grounds:
1) Up on his own will;
2) By death, physical injury or health issue leadin;
inability to continue to discharge his duty;
3) Inability to continue discharging his duty by rea
of change of his residence;
4) If he is elected as an Appellate Customary C
Elder;
5) If he failed to fulfill at least one of the listed cri
ander Article 9 Sub-article (1) of this Proclame
that elders should meet or if discrimination is t

found.
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1/ If an elder of the Customary Court wants to resign in
accordance with Article 14, Sub-articles (1-3) of this
Proclamation, he shall give one month prior notice to
the committee.

2/ The vacant elder shall be elected following procedures
of Article 11 of this proclamation through the
established committee to cause the election of

customary court elder.

16. Independence of Service
1/ Customary Courts shall exercise their function based
on customary law and values of the region guided
only by sense of justice being free from pressures of

politics, religion, personal outlook and any organ.

2/ Elders shall be guided by their own conscience,
customary law and values of the society.

3/ Elders shall not be subjected to civil and criminal
liability for their decisions and orders they render,
pursuant to the customary law, on matters falling
under their power or matters which they deem, in
good faith, fall within their power.

4/ Elders shall not be removed from their duty before
the lapse of their term of office unless proven to
have shown capacity or ethical limitations.

17. Obligations of Elders

Any elder shall have the following obligations:

1/ Respecting the required code of conduct;

2/ Refraining from discrimination based on gender,
religion, ethnicity, age, economic status, political

attitude and any other ground;
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3/ Being free from working for personal gain,
4/ Possession of exemplary behavior and a personal lif

that builds the good will of the Customary Court;

5/ Keeping confidentiality;

6/ Refraining from becoming member of any politic:
party;

7/ Taking all decisions of the Customary Court as the
of his own;

8/ Withdrawal of himself from the case if same havin
conflict of interest is submitted.

18. Duty and Responsibility of Presidin
Elder
Presiding Elder shall have the following addition:
obligations:

1/ Fixing a day for hearing and notifying other eldes

and concerned organs;

2/ Submitting report of Customary Court to tk

concerned organ;

3/ Making disputants or witnesses take oath or ensurin

same.
19. Secretary of Customary Court

1/ A Customary Court shall have one secretary.

2/ A person to be assigned as secretary of Customat
Court shall fulfill the criteria specified under Artic
9, Sub-articles (1) (B), (C) and (D) of th
proclamation.

3/ The Wereda Court shall assign secretary
Customary Court on competition based on
procedure to be issued by the elders or customa
law.

4/ Detail implementations of this Article shall |
determined by a regulation and directive to |

issued.
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20. Duty and ResponsibilitySecretary
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1/ The Secretary shall perfom the following functions:

A) Presenting  at the hearing and accurately

recording oral applications, defenses, oral
litigation, witness testimonies, judgments and
orders to be rendered.

B) Making the elders sign on orders and judgments
rendered;

C) Fixing date for the first hearing and notifying
same to the plaintiff;

D) Receiving and properly handling submitted

evidence, organizing files and numbering;
aopyml

w) PO TANE oMl E) Giving copy of a judgement;
L)y e o L7 G PIRLE

g/ 9ché.ar goLhtal L3P LGN
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F) Organizing a report.
2/ The Secretary shall have the following obligations:
A) Those duties enumerated under Article 17 (1-5) of

this Proclamation about the elders;

L P

) AAae 700t @-0T Ad: 76 7% @157 aht
w6 aoiil ANTTHIRT

A NHFTIALT CULOM@Y YG @-19°

B) Refraining from preparing statements of claims and
defenses for parties under disputanting;
C) Performing any task of the customary court

POMAP RCE N 224 TGO assigned to him by the elders.

6. tmeEYT
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91. Accountability
Elders and secretary who fail to discharge duties

entrusted to them in accordance with this proclamation

ot other relevant laws shall be accountable in accordance
with the customary law or a regulation to be issued and

other relevant laws.
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22, Benefits
Benefits and other payments concerning secretary
Customary Court Secretary shall be determined by a

regulation or directive to be issued as necessary.
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PART FIVE
HEARING PLACE, PROCEDURES OF

APPLICATION AND DECISION-MAKING
PROCESS OF CUSTOMARY COURTS

93, Hearing Place and Time of Customary
Courts

1/ Customary Court shall conduct its trial at a place open 1o

the public.

2/ Without prejudice to the provision of Sub-article (1)
of this Article, it can hear the case in camera where 1t
is required to protect privacy of the disputing parties,
morality and security of the public or another ground

as may be provided under customary laws.

3/ The place of conducting trial (hearing) being decided
based on circumstance of the case; it may be one of
the following:

A) Under shade of a tree;
B) Near water peripheries;

C) In a hall prepared or given for this purpose;

D) In other places as allowed by the customary law.

4/ The customary court shall determine the permanent
time of hearing based on the number of cases or

based on the customary law.

5/ The Customary Court shall announce the date of
hearing to the community pursuant to Sub-article (4)

of this Af\ticle or the local customary law.

6/ Notwithstanding to Sub-article (4) of this Article,
presiding elder may fix additional day for hearing in
order to entertain ongoing or urgent cases. He must

notify same to the elders and concerned bodies.
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94. Conditions of Proofing of Consent

1/ A person who filed his suit or application fc
Customary Court shall be presumed to have gi
his consent to be adjudicated by customary cour

2/ The defendant who appeared after the summor
duly served upon him shall be asked his consen
verify whether he desires his case to be adjudicz
by Customary Court before submitting his staten
of defense and he shall confirm such either
writing or orally.

3/ A plaintiff or defendant who gave his consent to

jurisdiction of Customary Court can not revoke

25. Applicable Laws
1/ The law which the Customary Court ought to aj
shall be the customary law of the place wher
carries out its function.
2/ Notwithstanding with the provision of Sub-articlg
of this Article, the customary law shall nof

applicable if it has one of the following short comi

A) Where it contravenes with natural justice; a

B) Where it does not respect equity; or

() Where it contradicts with ethics and morali
the community; or

D) Where it discriminates between people base

disab

sex, appearance, age,

religion,
nationality, political attitude, wealth or
other grounds: or

E) Where it violates human rights.

3/ Without prejudice to the provision of Sub-artic
of this Article, Customary Courts may :
customary laws and practices which may favc
rights of women, children, people with disa

and other vulnerable segments of the society.
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26. Application Procedures of a Case

1/ A person who desires his case to be adjudicated by

Customary Court shall contact Secretary of the

~ Customary Court to fix date of the hearing.

7/ The required number of elders of the Customary

Court need to be fulfilled in accordance with
customary law before commencement of hearing of
the case.

3/ The plaintiff shall appear and present his case to the
Customary Court on the date of appointment.

4/ The Customary Courl shall dismiss the case and
farewell the plaintitf without the need to call the
defendant where the suit or application brought does
not fall under its jurisdiction or the plaintiff has no
benefit from the suit in accordance with customary
law or where it believes that there is no cause of
action.

5/ Summon shall be sent 10 a person against whom the
suit or application is instituted through a person
trusted by elders of the Customary Court to appear
with his statement of defense.

6/ Where a person failed to appear after summon was
duly served upon him in accordance with Sub-article

~ (5)of this Article, he shall be served for a second time.

7/ Necessary measure shall be taken in accordance with
local customary law against a person who failed to
appear after duly summoned according to Sub-article
(6) of this Article.

g/ The suit or application shall be explained at the

hearing to the defendant if he appeared after duly

served with the summons.
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9/ If the defendant confirms his consent to be

adjudicated by the customary court after he hears the
statement of claim, the Customary Court may order

to defend or take another measure.

10/ Where the defendant admits the suit or application
against him, the Customary Court may give
Judgement or necessary order in accordance with the
customary law of the place where the Customary
Court carries out its function,

11/ Where the defendant denies the suit against him, the
Customary Court may give decision after

ascertaining the matter in appropriate manner.

12/ Where the disputing parties failed to appear after
hearing of the case has commenced, the
Customary Court may take an appropriate
measure in accordance with customary law.,

13/ Notwithstanding to provisions of Sub-article (1-12)
of this Article, the Customary Court may follow
any other procedure of customary law of the place

where it carries out its functions.

14/ Any suit or application instituted by a plaintiff or
the defense presented by a defendant may be in

writing or orally.

15/No party can be represented by legal attorney on any

case proceeding before the Customary Court.

16/ Without prejudice to the provision of Sub-article
(15) of this Atrticle, parties may be represented by
member of the family or by another person who is
allowed by the customary law of the place where the

Court carries out its function.
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97. Witness Hearing
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1/ A Customary Court shall summon any witness the
customary court deemed so or mentioned by the

parties to testify about the case at hand.

2/ Where it is understood that a person called to testify
failed to show interest to appear without good cause,

hAPY PURA GCE bk (hA T oo e the Customary Court shall take necessary measurc
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to compel the attendance of such person in
accordance with the customary law or issue arrest
warrant so that Kebele administrator shall secure his
attendance.
28. Oath

|/ Before hearing a suit, defense or witness, the
Customary Court shall make the parties and
witnesses take oath in accordance with the custom of
the place where the Customary Court is located or

hT8.4.0 PREIN based on religion of the individual.

g/ oE@9° Gax hiA No LA Naldd @0 F 2/ Any person may apply to the Customary Court by

e41007 £CLtT  avbdhert @ 29> hhavd.Bavy taking oath to be trusted whether he committed or
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3/ Where the application is lodged in accordance with
Sub-article (2) of this Article, the Customary Court
shall call concerned bodies and make them take oath

based on custom of the locality to be trusted.

4/ Where a person failed to give his consent to take oath
to be trusted in accordance with Sub-articles (2) and

eana O@  fHmiLm LV ECLT WIRAA (3) of this Article, he shall be presumed to have

FETE PUhA FCL (Al ANAALD? ety oM committed the act and the Customary Court shall
eAMA:: take necessary measurc against him based on the

customary law.



A8 20 PANIE Aldut-® RAAT evITe T whd WD o0 BT 29 29 73 2017 9.9

RY. NAWA 71 18T o994
A7 1I02F  Pavdrt &MC AN 0TE (oo e
Yaom+d® ao - COPTIE p@yH @5 hnebd® o0
PTeEN AS ANdAL S P11 ANT 18P
Otaedht A7 90301 PPY 03 AL R
2GAT RTFAM:

a. fo-0's AT YLt

&/ POh KCE Mok PLLOAT 182 NFhéhd @I
ACE DTt W38.CAF TLT PLCHA:
€/ NIV ATPR F0-0 AIPE (B) aowld 182 NACE
N7°°1 1l hitmS++d POhA SCE Nk (Fiv-k)
COT°I1Ed BT oo HIN HnéndPFT PASAFA:
ENHD A& 100 AR (B) oowldl POCE
ATt AL hbLLN D91 MK §CL ok
AIEOM 0N FETE AI8L.09° BLLIN:
O/ LY APR 300 ATPR W(B-T) aowld 180
Ntnéhe @ITTF oohhd (99029 €HCT h9°9™%7-
a@tdy, Mt ANFFA  TOIIAZT 1827
NNt ChhAD PAUhA hT7 PLLPLDT hhYLe
Noehrbd POCT @A @LI° ThHN LATA-::

& NTTIPTF Ada-T- POCP @-0% mLI° 104N oyl
PRETTT PURN A7 AS °N10T 1920 Ahéhes
@ITT N KCE Ok (Fak) AL amd
ANV F@-:: '

B 01O QLY AR H0N ATER (6) RS (&)
aowld MMt POCE AL AL héhd @1eT
AIBNTIao- RGP RATY oo
ATINDI2Y - Tlt £LC o0

A O00Y ATPE 300 AR (B) oowld Ahehd
@ITTF SINTI99F QA FA
ATLLANTY

H18.4.000-

Pl -}
W77 LL2IF ool Bl Pi:

LA

Phe Ambarn National Regionl Stato Zikee Hig Gusstie No2d, June O6, 2025 page 20

9. In Person Observation
Elders of the Customary Court may physically pres
a place to observe and ascertain disputes as deen
necessary relating to boundary of land, right of wa

of river water and other cases.

30. Decision Making Process
1/ The Customary Court shall exert efforts to re
disputes through mediated agreement betwee
disputing parties.

2/ Where the case is completed in mediated agree

accordance with Sub-article (1) of this Article

Customary Court shall record content of

agreement and dismiss the parties.

3/ If mediated agreement is reached in accordance
Sub-article 2 of this Article, it shall be considere
the decision given by Customary Court and wi
executed accordingly.

4/ Where the case is not settled by mediated agreer
reached between the disputing parties in accord:
with Sub-articles (1-3) of this Article, elders of
Customary Court shall give a mediated Judgemer
order in accordance with the customary law,

5/ The elders shall explain for the parties about the

customary law and the reason on which they relie

reach mediated judgement or order.

6/ Elders should endeavor to enable the disput

parties to reach agreement on the decisions givel

accordance with Sub-article (4) and (5) of 1

Article and implement the same.

7/ If it is impossible to make disputing parties re:

agreement in accordance with Sub-article (6)

this Article, the aggrieved party has the right

appeal.
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31. Types of Decision

1/ The Customary Court may give one or combinin

more of the following judgements:

A) Advising and giving admonition to the person a
fault;

B) Compensation, returning property, deciding th
value or amount of the property, or causin
payment of property value, upholding an

request concerning damage to economic rights;

C) Order and execute service payments based o

Customary law and procedures;

D) Making the sued person do or refrain from doin

a specific act;

E) Costs and damages;

F) Compulsory labor;

G) Fine;

H) Oher kinds of measures as acceptable by tl
customary law of the local area where
customary court operates.

2/ Without prejudice to the provision of Sub- article (
of this Article, the Customary Court may mal

orders under mentioned above to be executed in ca

or in kind.

32. Withdrawal of Claim

1/ A plaintiff may withdraw his claim, before decision
rendered by the customary court, due to reconciliati
or for any other reasons. A withdrawn claim cans

be instituted again.
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33. Appeal

1/ In case the customary law has an appeal ]
person who is aggrieved by decision

Instance Customary Court may take his ¢

Appeallate Customary Court.

&/ MhAP S:Ce - Favandi m-ay, Ae Pét PAD- | 2/ A person who is aggrieved by final dec

D P& @ hoLntasl onF NP8 DY AmS
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Article shall be fina]

Customary Court may take his appeal

Court if his grievance is related to

following:

A) Applying Customary law which undg

right to equality of disputing parties:
B) Overlooking the rights to be heard o

evidence presented by a disputing pa

C) Applying customary law or pract
violates human rights and basic
recognized under the Constituf

international human rights instrumen

by our country,

D) If it heard and decided out of its jurisd

The decision rendered by wereda cour

instance court pursuant to Sub-article (2

on question of facts.

4/ A person who hag grievance on decision or
Customary Court shall request copy of the

within 15 days from the date of the decision.
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y of its decision
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Customary Court shall give a cop

person requesting same within 15 days from the

date the request 18 made.

party aggrieved by decision of Customary Court
body having jurisdiction

ys since taking copy of the decision.

ub-articles (4-6)

of this Article, the Appeallate Customary Court or

Wereda Court may give copy of the decision or

accept an application for appeal without being

bounded by the above time limit where it ascertains

the existence of good cause.

Customary Court may summon the

n it believes that there 1s an issue to be

defendant whe
clarified.

Where the defendant fails t0 appear after duly

gummoned in accordance with Sub-article (8) of this

Article, it shall proceed to hear the appeal ex-parte

{ deems appropriate.

or Order Given

and give judgement OF order 1
34. Executing Judgement

by Customary Court
ourt shall have the power to enforce the

1/ Customary C
ant o

order it has
s, or order given for the suspect U
der give

given for appearance of a defend

a witnes o appea

¢ oath as well as its judgement O OF
e area.

and tak

in accordance with customary 1aw of th

2/ A person bound to execute the decision or order :

the Customary Court shall be ordered to appear &

the Customary Co

n so has no will or inter

execute same; where

understands that the perso

to execute:
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(A) of this Article, he shall be imposed econ

Or social sanction in accordance with

circumstance of the case and Customary law ¢
area or use the Kebele administration to exe
its Judgement;

C) Where the attempt to execute the judgemen

order in accordance with Sub-article 2 (A )and
CE TINL. A9v

e laopPpp }I'}'q.f(‘ld.ﬂy"
NWLE e g PAD- P :

7°) HY Apg: 00 Ay (€
Prinaty epcy ™A% mege TouH Ymlem.

TCL Mt g ATL40m @-4% me,ge TOHH
MNL eh4pmgp::

of this Article ig failed, the Customary Court s
notify the reagon why it failed to execute z

request the wereda coyrt to execute the Judgeme
) (ch) aop -} D) The Wereda Court shall execute the decisi,

referred from the Customary Court in accordan

with Sub-article (2) (C) by considering ag j
decision.

3/ When one party takes appeal 1o an appeallat
(D'?- V‘]rlhf\ ,E),

707 Qey, “Ce N LMY mes
AT 6AYT Adh.amm- LD hé0oo- 0 h?
A0S ey o h38.8p, a
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Customary court op Judgement or order of given ¢

him, the customary court May order the execution tc
be stayed unti] the case is

court.

MO GCE 1k YU resolved by the appellate
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PART SIX
ESTABLISHMENT, STRUCTURE, POWER
AND FUNCTION OF ADVISORY COUNCIT,

9A%. OA oodggo 35. Establishment
8/ A% haa Plhd e L3 PULe9C | 1/ An Advisory Counci] (here in after called the
Phothe

°nC 0 (hnp Via °h¢ 0. AP A

Council) is established by thig proclamation to give
PTLMe) NHY hep tdr oy .

advice for Customary Courts in the Amhara Region,
NA"1e Al 7°0NC N | 2/ The Advisory Counci] shall be account
LUPGA::

able to the
Ambhara Region Counci].
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36. Member of the Council

1/ The Council shall have the following members:
A)The Region Supreme Court President... Chairperson;
B) The Region Justice Bureau Head...Vice Chairperson;

C) Culture and Tourism Bureau Head....... Secretary;

D)Women’s, Youth and Social Affairs Head.........

() The Regional Bar Association President...Member;
H)Other stakeholders as proposed by the chairperson to

be a member.

37. Meeting Procedure of the Council
1/ While the Council shall hold its regular meetings
twice a year, the chairperson may call for an

extraordinary meeting as necessary.

2/ It shall be quorum if half of the members are present

in the meeting.

3/ While decision of the council shall be made by
majority vote, the decision supported by the

chairperson shall be final in case of tie.

4/ Without prejudice to Sub-articles (1-3) of this
Article, the Council may issue its own internal

governing directive of meeting procedures.
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39, Secretariat of the Council

1/ The Council shall have a secretariat to be organize

under the Regional Supreme Court.

2/ The Regional Supreme Court shall allocate th

necessary budget and human resources to th

secretariat.

3/ The secretariat shall offer secretarial services to th

Council and lead daily operations;

4/ In accordance with this proclamation, whi
specifically responsible organs shall submit quarter
reports through their representatives, the secreta

shall also present this reports to the Council;

5/ Shall execute decisions and perform other duties

assigned by the Council.

PART SEVEN
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

40. Source of Income

1/ Customary court shall have the following sources
income:

A) Contributions to be collected from I
community under jurisdiction of the custom
court,

B) Fine to be decided pursuant to Article 48 of
proclamation;

C) Financial support 10 be collected
government and non-governmental bodies.

9/ Particulars for the implementation of Sub-articls
of this Article shall be determined by a regulatic

be issued.
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41. Utilization of the Tncomy.
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The income to be collected in accordance with A
40 of this Proclamation shal] be used for the follo

5 3 s urposes:
A PADA SCL 0T AIADAT g A“gitp ;| PUTPOses

. 17 To improve service delivery of the Customary C

€/ A0 LS ANA-T P Ce 0 LT 0230
2/ To effect payments and benefits of the Secretary

A lovanc g PoLodny oy Tereerg NG oy
Navd gge::

S, +méyt

other employees of the Customary Court ag ma
determined by a regulation and directive to be issi

42, Accounta,bﬂity
My  APE  sowys Prlkdko™  mege A+ | The Customary Court established

PRLAMa- Pama e Mt My ANNN MPAL, | under this
RCLE N LIPGA::

9. e AT L3
&/ RBUTF hPp e AR, ATYpp N.om- e3¢
aogo(; @ gy .00 m- AT mne s ehoys.

NAA mPaL qCe i PoLhp 7L
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or to be recogni
proclamation shal] be accountable to

Regional Supreme Court.

43. Obligations of Courts
1/ Without prejudice to what may be determined by
regulation and directive to be issued, the Amha
Regional Supreme Court shall have the followiy
obligations:
U) TETF N0mA qice T AAOF Rhe e
Ly | P S AP N

A) Encourages disputes to be resolved by Customa
Courts;

N) ANGP aoq))-: PA21-9°0C oo ip ooy 30 ANdA7,
O Ad-T 7807 ag, ANIINDT popme
BONN: RI8AT P20

B) Provides training or facilitates for the provision ¢
trainings to the elders on human rights, ethica

values, and other relevant topics;

C) Incorporates reports about the customary court ir
f il = e N 24 2 : }' ’ e L “ 4 -
h) ahdd- gonc Lt 03 e4C0a Froe mio 1ts report to present to the Region Council;
¢7°CT mpp PAhd qce LT3 ¢pog.

D) Provides human resource and logistic support if jt
ATD7} P s
o) NAD- Char Seag AR A PRC oA E) Gathers income (financial supporr) helping to
W) hwlsm- §Ce 1) AC NPy Pmd G

FT5 M. A79087 ey s 90, (£.26) Lannna::
€/ LU APE A7INEB9° 199 pm LG avangp

increase income of the customary courts in

collaboration with wereda courts,

2/ Without prejudice to what may be determined by a
PRONIO A32mne e fois sce n-

oLt 92, 0o B¢ AA:-

regulation and directive to be issued to implement
this proclamation, wereda Court shall have the

* ; followi igations;
U) MY APE 049790 ooy PahA e | Tollowing obligations

o A) Makes Customary Courts to be establish
AT 238 2k an. PLCHN:

n
accordance with provisions of this Proclamation:
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B) Recognizes social organizations involved in dis

resolution as Customary Courts and provide t

with the necessary support;

C) Makes elders to be appointed and secretary tc
assigned;

D) Makes the submission reports regarding Custon
Courts performance: evaluates; makes neces:

assistance to enhance their effectiveness:

E) Follows up the execution of penalties made
Customary courts and makes necessary correct

actions to be taken in areas where gaps exist;

F) Follows up the execution of decisions made by
customary courts and makes the execution uj

support request.

44. Obligation of Kebele Administration
Without prejudice to what may be determined by
regulation and directive to be issued, the Keb
Administration shall have the following obligatic
when requested by Customary Court:

1/ Ensuring the security of the Customary Court heari

environment;
2/ Executing or causing the execution of orders givi

by Customary Court:

L PTHA POT3G CRANT 22473 TINL09°
0/ PAMAT GCL COINLLENTT N Gauiff)::

HE. POMA AS |LHI NEC 783
BUTT APE  ATINLE9° N9 21 f9.:m05m-
ATEEMNE PG COhA AS TEHI L AS NPLLEMm-

LT oo PPCE 9o htn-)- V0P LG I

3/ Execution of fines and compul sory labor;
4/ Arranging a place where the C ustomary Court carri
out its duties.
45. Obligation of Culture and Tourism Bureau
Without prejudice to what may be determined by
regulation and directive to be 1ssued, Culture an
Tourism Bureau and its subordinates shall have th

following obligations:
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0t ToI0.2F 010%0 AL LAl4a-:

) PmLs CE N TEHEH: eMI%a ANAN.:
CMLAMD- COhN AT BLHI® KhéA D Hhd
PHN%@- 9P ANA, LIPGA-:

8/ CrN%@ AAFLET %@ AGANLS  TRTA
OO NP4 AETSF AL LmPPA::

1/ Works for implementation of findings by cond
researches aimed at the development of cust

courts in collaborating with other concerned b

2/ Works with concerned bodies to realiz
codification of customary laws of the region;
3/ Facilitates for access of trainings to elde

customary laws;

4/ Undertakes necessary activities so that custc
laws to transfer from generation to generation;
5/ Undertakes any activities that helps Custo

Courts to be flourished.

46. Obligation to Give Support
1/ Any concerned body shall have an obligation to
support in implementing matters covered unde;

proclamation.

2/ Individuals, community associations as wel
governmental and non-governmental bodies are
bound to respect decisions given by Custor

Courts related to sanctions and other orders.

47. Plenum of Elders

1/ The plenum of elders shall be convened once a ye
woreda level.

2/ Elders of First Instance Customary Court
Appellate Customary Court shall take part at
plenum.

3/ President of Wereda Court shall be Chairperson of
Plenum; Head of the Wereda Culture and Tour
Office shall be vice chairperson of the plenum.

4/ The plenum participants shall discuss on agen
presented from the Chairperson and the Vi

Chairperson.
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qE. POFT

AT i POIeR0CT O avPMT BTAA
g Nv Arbk F0h areR (8) 0C erLamar
w3 tmid e hiw ¢ The eNZHeT L CLTT
ARhaLe- POhA hT cowld AT POT
gy ehdbm LUPGA:-
) NhA FCE O +nAan S A3GeCN a0 Tef
et £A N 9T ALPCN PPl WILUT:
A) PAhA TCLE Mk 260 AChS®T aand b
PANTE P20 OLY® FCL Mk AL N9
Oh&3T  ON1EL7T @9 0RCTT  PaLn:
PN @ : Phbdd ORI NTTHE D" 9241
Vs e~ EO YA
Ah) fhA SCE M PTEOT JaMi? PADNL
MY @ avUi NN Ao 0T hANLAL
FORE PLMéL AMA AL 0RA T el
AALALEF ACIPE AONE LTAN:
G, L3N AG gvavldf PN AT
5l Pnelé- NAA 9°NC W APET e AL ATIPA
¢ e0LAT L3N TI-MT RTAN

8/ Pholé- NN MPAL GCE Nt LUrr APE AY
VLT 4

APEY  ACINLOIT  CTLOMNT 2

A9, ovavlf A LD S TAN::

The A Naional Regionad Stae Zikee ia Gazetle Nosl) June 06, A5 e 31

5/ The Plenum shall elect elders in accordance witl

Article 11 of this Proclamation, and dismiss thos

having lack of capacity or ethical defects.

6/ Regarding to plenum of elders conducted at th
regional level shall be determined by detaile

directive to be issued.

48. Penalties
1/ Customary Court may penalize a person who fails

comply with customary law procedure of the are:

7/ Notwithstanding with the provision of Sub-article (

of this Article, the following acts shall mal

penalized in accordance with customary law of t

area.

A) Where a person failed to appear without go
cause after being duly summoned to appear
customary court as a defendant;

B) A person who misleads, disturbs while
customary court is carrying out its duties;
insults, threats or coerces elders, secretary, pa
or witnesses at the customary court or delay
proceeding in any condition;

C) Customary Court may take necessary meas
against any-one who failed to obey its orde
unnecessarily intervenes in its activities basec

customary law.

49. Power to Issue Regulation and Direct
{/ The Amhara National Region Council may 1SSt
regulation needed to implement this Proclamatio
2/ The Amhara Regional Supreme Court may iss
directive to implement this proclamation an
regulation to be issued for the implementation of

proclamation.
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50. Tnapplicable Laws
18P F3 hnm,é\'h.y. Any proclamation,
CF APEET @ gogod, ¢
MEI” DAy 4,999 4 PAm-g»::

8. hPE 90607 p,

LU APE Qhan Hhe-

L 06, 2025 e

MY APE gy Prtyepege regulation, directive of decisi

PAPEG €3990 poy g inconsistent with this proclamation sha

I be inapplicab

with respect to matters provided for in this Proclamatio;

51. Effective Date

A7 IHA) o haomgp ¢

? | This proclamation
BI°@ 1499 LIPGA::

shall come in to force from the date

of its publication on the Regional Zikre Hig Gazette,

he 5C Done at Bahir Dar,
THVE R 3 2017 g/g This 6% Date of June2025
Al hNL Aon
PATIE v hane a0y po Arega Kebede Logas
TéN571

President of the Ambhara Nationa] Regional
State
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