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REGULATION NO. 3/2002
A REGULATION ISSUED TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ORGANIZATION OF THE REGIONAL
GOVERNMENT COUNCIL OF THE AMHARA
NATIONAL NREGIONAL STATE AND
DETRMINATION OF ITS MEETING AND

INTERNAL WORKING PROCEDURE.
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WHERE AS, the Amhara National

Government Council, as an organ given the highest

Regional

executive power by the National Regional State,
and to effectively discharge the multifaceted
responsibility trusted to it under the provisions of
Article 58 of the Regional Constitution revised and
issued in the year 2001, is supposed to exchange
views, debate and pass decisions on the soci-
economic, political and administrative issues of the
region formulating prediscussion agenda, getting
them endorsed by its members and conducting

ordinary as well as extra ordinary meetings;

WHERE AS, to this effect, it has become an
impassable duty for the council to issue and
promptly bring in to force a regulation for the
organization of the council and determination of its
times of ordinary meetings, internal working
procedure for directing the meeting, conducting the

discussions and passing decisions;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Amhara
National Region Government pursuant to the
power vested in it under art. 26 of proclamation
No. 60/2001 issued for the reorganization of
executive organs of the Amhara National Regional
State and the determination of their respective

powers and duties, hereby issues this regulation:

PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Short Title
This ”The

Organization of the Regional Government

regulation may be cited as
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Council of the Amhara National Regional
State, and the Determination of its Meeting and
Internal Working Procedure Regulation No.
3/2002.”

2. Definitions

Unless the context requires otherwise, in this

regulation:

1. ”Council of the Regional Government”
means the highest executive organ of the
Amhara  National Regional  State

established pursuant to the provisions of

Art. 57, sub art. 1 of the 2001 revised

constitution of the State.

2. "Head of Government” means the organ
referred to under art. 60, sub art 1 of the
constitution.

3. ”Council”

Regional

of the
indicated

means the council

Government

hereinabove under this article.

PART TWO
COMPOSITION, POWER,
ORGANIZATION AND
WORKING PROCEDURE OF
THE COUNCIL

3. Members and Substitute Members of

the Council

1. Council of the regional government shall
constitute the following members:
a. the head of government;
b. the deputy head of government;

c. the top most heads of bureaux
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ao\-824. P9PhC T ANAT indicated under art. 3 of proclamation
A1S.0% (AL PovlapFm®  AAeT No. 3/2001 selected specifically for
PO HALPTG QA»2ANG T membership in the government

council by the head of government.
2. QHW A7P& 700 A7PE& 1 /bl ~C 2. Whenever any bureau head, referred to

ghavpt@-  PIE®9° PO AL under this article, sub article 1 (c), is
ag°nhc 0= 0NN AL ATy unable to attend a meeting of the council
0?7LFANT LH 9°h 1A LI hAh7e: thereof, his deputy head or in the case of
1AL 9°hta-TF ha- 020% Tagt Poy presence of more than one deputies, the
PRV-G: MNAG CTAam® 9°hFA (19°hC deputy specifically designated by an
0 a0 ae 09 Fh AMAYE express authorization may be able to
LAT4A:: participate as a substitute member by

proxy in the said meeting of the council.

3. (nw YL g 700 Y Zidy 2 3. The deputy referred to in this article, sub
¢-tavpah-to- °nta A7 L.A0()- article 2 might have been appointed as a
N+ %77 °htan oe9° (9°hta O.C senior deputy or deputy bureau head.

DAL LB PO AT LTAA::

4. nA 9°nC LA 220G 00 4. Powers and Duties of the Council
1. PhAA oo0+8LC 9°hC 0T (e 1. The council of the regional government, as
PhAA. 03T P LS AL (1LD9¢- the common forum for the highest heads of
PrLACT Q91197 P PeNLL: executive organs consulting and undertaking
POAL ANL997 AhAT HALLT POA evaluations collectively on the highest
an @/ ik P ch &P naae regional state issues, is the central executive
a3 ol 9PHNAP ANLILG @-Upy, and decision-making body. The council
N AhA 50 (HYI° oowld 9°NC shall have powers and duties vested in it

WLt AdTae (OMO PP NAA pursuant to article 58 of revised issue of the
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National Regional Constitution, and in other

laws.

2. Without prejudice to the general explanation

indicated in sub. article of this article, the

council shall:

a.

evaluate and approve the annual work-
plan of the highest executive organs of
the National Regional State, evaluate
their performance quarterly in respect
to plan, give a necessary guide and

order;

formulate  new policies having
discussed policy-related issues, update

the existing ones as well,

pass decisions, exchanging views, on
newly emanated draft laws or the

amendments of existing ones, transfer

the documents to the National
Regional legislative council
hierarchically for approval,

discuss on and approve draft

regulations as well as directives which
are to be consulted up on and issued at
its level;

discuss and give direction regarding
working visit members of the council
have planned to conduct abroad,
exchange views on the report
submitted to it after the return from

Visit;
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f.

discuss, as required, a working visit,
foreign missions are to conduct in the
region, give direction to concerned
members of the council; whenever
found necessary, it shall also take a
decision hearing the report members of

the mission submit about their mission;

discuss, pass decisions and give

directives on issues comprised in
powers and duties vested to it pursuant
to the constitution, proclamation No.
60/2001 and

submitted by

other laws; same
members and
administrative organ, and those issues
directed to it by head of the
government or the National Regional

Council.

3. The Regional Government Council shall be

accountable to the head of government.

4. The Regional Government Council shall

also be accountable to the National Regional

Council for decisions it passes and duties it

executes in common.

5. The council can occasionally issue its own

detailed internal directives by which it is to

be guided in the implementation of duties it

performs, provided, however, that giving the

final decision with regard to the conduct of

the council is the preserve of head of

government, as a chairperson of the council.
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1. The council may organize itself dividing,
as it may be necessary for its duty, into
standing and provisional committees;
provided, however, that it shall pass

decisions on matters under its authority in

@ LLF CUGTA: joint consultation and discussion.
2. P9°RC (- A0 PCON aont5L 4 2. Office of the government council is that of
A/ o Head of the Government.

6. NA 9°hC (A: HALYTTST PAwd-C | 6. Responsibility and working Principles

ao P P
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of the Council

1. The regional government council, as the
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central executive and highest decision
making organ of the National Regional
State, shall have the responsibility of
drafting policies of the regional state, and
directing over, monitoring and coordinating

their implementation.

. All governmental decisions, the council

take, shall be of what all the members
exchanged ideas and discussed on equally
and freely. AIll members of the council
shall have a common responsibility and
obligation to respect the decisions made
this way and to have them respected as

policies of the region.

. Before any topics are submitted to the

council for discussion, the member
submitting the topic to the council is
expected to consult any other appropriate
bodies in advance, and incorporate or

entertain their proposal weighing its
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relevance, this shall be a permanent

working style.

. Discussions conducted by the council and

the organizations structured under the
council, as well as documents related to

them shall be handled and kept in secrecy.

. Decision making processes of the council

to be based upon complete information and
to be considerate of public benefit, initial
statements and alternate proposals (with
credible preference) submitted to the
council should incorporate information that
enable it to give decision based on
sufficient knowledge, and be prepared with

the highest quality level.

. Any decisions passed by the council shall

reflect that all appropriate main ideas have
been go through and they are in harmony

with government policy, procedure as well.

. All working process of the council shall be

led by head of the government to be able to
ensure that all members of the council act
with high level of holding firm to their goal

and using uniform working rules.

PART THREE

DUTIES OF HEADS OF THE
COUNCIL

7. Management of the Council

1. Head of the Government shall be chairman
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2.

8. Duties

of the council.

In the absence of Head of the government
or under circumstances where he is unable
to perform his normal duties, the council
shall be led and called for a meeting by the
deputy head of the government.

When the two heads of the council, referred
to under this article, sub article 1 and 2, are
absent or under circumstances when they
are unable to perform their duties, the
council shall be chaired by a member
whom the chairman has delegated.

and  Responsibilities  of

Chairperson of the Council

The chairperson of the council shall:

1.

call the meetings of the council, chair
them, represent the council and coordinate
the actions of this body;

have this regulation and general procedure
of the council be respected,

summon officials and other experts who
are required to give further explanation as
an informant, if any, to appear at the
meeting of the council;

cause the issues discussed by the council
to be voted whenever it is found out to be
necessary;
monitor the implementation of the
decisions and directives of the council,

record the sequence of the speakers, grant

or prohibit the chance to talk and stop
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those who are interfering.

9. Head of the Office of the Council

1.

In  accordance  with  proclamation
N0.65/2002 and this regulation, head of
office of head of the government shall act
as head of office of the council, too.

Head of office of the council, being
accountable to Head of the regional
government, has the general role of giving
support to the council for the continuity
and reliability of its activity by guiding the
procedure, the operation, the logistics
service of the council. Detailed duties and
responsibilities of the head of office of the
council
shall:

a. direct over office of the council,

include the following. He/she

administer the employees;

b. correspond with governmental and
other parties, as it may be necessary,
on behalf of office of the council,

c. render the necessary support to the
chairperson in organizing the agenda,

work plan of the council as well;

d. monitor and control that the agenda
approved by head of the council and
documents submitted for this purpose
have been duplicated and handed out

to members of the council in time;

e. appearing in person at the meeting of
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the council, ensure that minutes and
discussions have been properly taken
by a fellow worker assigned to do so,
control also if the minutes are
preserved and kept orderly after
getting the approval of members of
the council and signed by the
chairperson and himself.

make sure that the decision of the
council,  kept secret, reaches
concerned bodies in time, make the
decision immediately get copied, its
accuracy approved, signed and be
given to members on their inquiry
submitted in writing;

make sure that issues that are
presented to the council have been
fulfilling content and  quality
standards and criteria indicated in this
inhouse regulation and set by the

council or the chairperson;

ensure that the conference hall of the
council has been properly arranged,
the rooms and materials required by
members of the council for work are
found complete;

cause the publication of the activity of
the council occasionally through

newscasts;

perform other activities of the council
and related duties assigned to him by

the council or chairperson.
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PART FOUR
MEETING PROCEDURES

10.Meeting

1. Unless conditions that are compelling to
have an extra ordinary meeting are created,
the council shall have ordinary meeting
once a week.

2. An extra ordinary meeting may be called
either by the decision of the chairperson or
the inquiry of one-third of the council

members.

11. Working Hour

Provided that it is not decided in a special way,
the working hour of the council shall be that of
the government offices.

12. Seating

Members of the council as well as other people
allowed to appear at the meeting of the council
shall take a seat where the head of office of the

council tell them to do so.

13. Presentation of Issues

1. Any issue presented to the council shall:

a. be a statement consisting of the main
point of the issue, the contribution of
a study and the points required to be
decided on;

b. be presented comprising the Amharic
draft law and short explanation that
clarifies the concept of the law, if it is

a draft law.
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2.

Statements indicated in sub article 1 of
this article shall be presented in enough
copies as decided by the chairperson of
the council.

Topics of discussion can be put forward
for discussion through the chairperson of
the council according to the chronological
order of their submission to the council.

If the council or the chairperson finds it
necessary, he may have the submitted
topic of discussion be reviewed by and
appropriate sub-committee of the council

before a discussion is made on it.

14. Endorsement of Agenda

1.

The agenda of the council shall be sent to
all members of the council three days a
head of the meeting.

The council shall approve the agenda of a
day and decide their sequence according
to the urgency and weight of the issue by

a one-third vote of the members.

In determining the sequence of discussion

topics, the following shall be given

priority:

a. urgent issue presented through the
chairperson;

b. subjects that the council has
adjourned beforehand to be viewed in
a subsequent meeting time;

c. atopic presented by the members and
endorsed by one-third vote;

d. issues the council has taken decision

on in advance to be reviewed by a
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sub-committee; and

e. reports the sub-committee has
submitted.
15. Quorum
1. Of all members of the council, the

presence of the two-third at a meeting
shall have a quorum.

2. The chairperson of the council shall make
the council start its duty whenever the
head of office of the council assures him
of the achievement of the quorum.

16. Commencement of Discussion

1. Undertaking a discussion on an issue
shall commence by the prior hearing of
a short explanation or a clarification, if
any, presented by the body who has
studied the issue beforehand.

2. According to this article, sub-article 1 of
this regulation, a discussion on the issue
shall be opened after the explanation/the

clarification, as required.

17. Sequence of Speakers
1. Any member of the council shall raise and
show his hand to the chairperson if he
wants to speak.

2. The chairperson shall determine the
sequence of the speakers according to the
time of their hand raising.

3. A member is not allowed to interrupt
member with

another speaking

permission; provided, however, that the
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chairperson, for the sake of “procedure”

or “information” shall grant a person who

wants to show disorder of the discussion,

or violation of procedure a chance to talk

in his turn; still, however, the question for

an orderly procedure shall be given a

priority to all others, information and

clarification shall be presented in their

respective order.

Proposals regarding the following shall be

given priority to other issues or

amendments:

a. reconsidering the topic;

b. putting off an issue for an unlimited
period;

c. adjourning a meeting by an
appointment;

d. postponing a debate overnight;

e. going on to discuss the next issue;

f.  ending the debate on the issue.

18. Calling Informants

Whenever the council finds it essential, it
may call and talk to authorities and other
individuals, concerned with the issue, for

clarification.

19. Forwarding a Motion

When the chairperson believes that
sufficient discussion has been made on a
problem, he may either forward a motion

by himself or ask for same to be proposed
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by any other members of the council.

A motion can be proposed orally or in
writing.

If the motion proposed is seconded by at
least another member, it shall be voted.
Incase, more than one motions are
proposed on a subject, one of them shall
pass by a majority vote.

As to the order of asking for vote, it shall
be first for support, next for opposition,

and last for abstinence.

20. Proposing Amendment

1.

Any member of the council may propose
an amendment, orally or in writing, on the
motion under discussion.

When the chairperson finds it essential, he
may cause the initiator to present his oral

amendment in writing.

The amendment can be taken as part of
the topic under discussion on condition
that the member who raised the issue first
agrees.

It is possible to propose an amendment on
another amendment; however, more than

one amendments may not be proposed.

21. The Right of Withdrawing One's
Opinion

1.

Any member who has proposed a motion
or an amendment can withdraw the
proposal he has put forward before; then

after, the discussion, if any, already
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start with the remoter amendment when
more than one amendments are proposed
about a word, a phrase, a sentence or a
paragraph in going through the issue point
by point;

on each point of the presented topic;

on the issue generally.

25. Decision Making

1.

The council shall pass a motion by a
unanimous vote; if it cannot do so, it shall
decide by the majority vote of members

present.

Where the vote draws in a tie, the motion
favored by the chairperson shall have a
decisive vote.

The council may decide, as it may be
required, the manner of voting to be either
by official hand raising or in secrecy.

As it may be necessary, members of the
council may be given a chance to clarify
the reason, in brief orally or in writing,

why they have or not voted.

The council may reconsider a discussion
on an issue already decided by the majority
vote; nevertheless, the passed decision can
be changed if only it gets the approval of

two-third of the members in attendance.
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PART FIVE

SECRECY OF DISCUSSION AND
DECISION OF THE COUNCIL AS

WELL AS MINUTES

26. Secrecy of Discussion and Decision of

the Council

1.

Except those people who are allowed by
this regulation or by the will of the
council to take part, any meeting of the
council is conducted behind closed doors.
The discussion the council undertakes
shall be kept secret. Likewise, the
decision of the council shall be secret
until it is signed and handed out to
concerned organs. Provided, however,
that the command of this provision shall
not have a preventive effect upon
concerned bureaux and other executive
organs to follow up and implement the
decision.

Any decision of the council shall transfer
to a concerned body in a printed form.
When the chairperson believes in its
necessity, the decision of the council may
be revealed to newscasts.

Any decision documents of the council
shall be

regardless of any decision of the council

accessible to the public
except those documents to be kept secret,
or banned for the sake of public benefit
and regional security from revealing to

none but to permitted bodies.
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27. Minutes

1.

Minutes of the meeting shall be recorded
in such a way that they show the council's
decision and discussion in detail
mentioning the speakers in name, it shall
also be recorded by a tape or, if need be
by a video.

Minutes of the meeting of the council
shall comprise the following:

a. venue, date and time of the meeting;

b. list of members present;

c. list of members absent and the reason
for their absence;

d. names of other persons, if any, and
the reason for their presence;

e. the agenda submitted for the meeting;
f. discussion of the meeting and opinion
differences requested to be registered,

g. decisions passed in the meeting;

h. if decided in a specified manner, the
time fixed for the execution of the
decision, and the work unit or head of
the unit assigned the responsibility of

monitoring the execution,;

i. condition and time of completion of
the meeting.

Minutes of the meeting of the council,

after being approved by the council, shall

also be approved by the chairperson and

the head of the

representative.

office or his
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4.  Whenever

crosscheck the minutes of the meeting, he

any member wishes to

can have a look at it through the head of
the office.

PART SIX
THE COMMITTEES

28. Establishment of the

Committees
The

committees necessary for its duties.

Standing

council ~may establish  standing

of the

Standing Committees of the Council

29. Types and Composition

The type, number, composition and job
allocation of the committees to be established
in accordance with article 28 of this regulation
shall be explained by the directive to be issued

following this regulation.

30. Provisional Committees
The council may
a. set up provisional committees when it is
found necessary for its task.
b. have persons who are not member act as

member of the council.

31.The Services

Office of the council shall render the necessary
service to the council and various committees

to foster their activities.
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PART SEVEN

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

32.

33.

34.

35.

Effective Condition of the Regulation

This inhouse regulation shall be effective if

approved by two-third members of the council.

Amending the Regulation
This internal regulation can be amended or
replaced with another altogether by two-third

vote decision of the council members.

Power to Issue Directives

Head of the government may issue detailed
directives necessary for complete execution of

the provisions hereof.

Effective Date
This regulation shall enter into force as of
Nov. 22", 2002.
Done at Bahir Dar
This 22" day of Nov. 2002
YOSEF RETTA
Head of Government of the Amhara

National Regional State





