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Proclamation No 2982025
A proclamation Issued for the Establishment
and Recognition of the Amhara Naional
Regional State Customary Courts

WHEREAS the

responsibility to support the developme and

regional government has
preservation of customs which does not contra
fundamental human rights, democratic princpl
and theconstitution

WHEREAS it is stipulated that parties seeking
resolve their disputes may do so in a customary c
to be established amdcognized in accordance wi

the region's constitution;
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WHEREAS custumory courts follow simplified
procedures antelpto promoting sustainable pease
that thesocietyfound at each area get justibesides
their enabling the societgasly communicatethrough
familiar language, efficiently unceving the truth, anc
providingcosteffective and accessible means of justi

WHEREAS ensuring coordination and compatibili
between regular courts and customary coumtshe
regionis vital for enhancing the effectiveness of justi

NOW, THEREFORE the AmharaNational Region
Council, in accordance with Articld9 (3) (1) of the

| RevisedAmhara Regional State Constitutionereby

proclaimed this proclamation

PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited‘@he Amhara Region
Customary Courts Establishment and Recognition
Proclamation No 298/2025.”

2. Definition

Unless the contextrequires otherwise in this

proclamation:

1 1/ “Constitution” means the Revised Amhara National

Regional State Constitution

2/ “Government” meanghe AmharaNationalRegional

State Government

3/ “Region” means the AmharaNational Region.
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4/ “Customary Court” means an alternative disput
resolution systerastablished and recogniziegthis
proclamation tawork basedn customary laws.

5/ fiFormal CourtsO means the Supreme @, High
Courts and Wieda @urtsestablished in accordant

with the RevisedRegional State Constitution.

6/ fACustomary LawO means the customary law th
applies in the specific locality where the custom
court is situatedprovded it is not in conflict with

the constitution, public morality, or natural justice

7/ fiElders0 means a person selected and assigne
customary courts to discharge the powers
functions granted by this proclamation and they r
also bereferred to by different names, depending

local customary laws.

8/ “Party0 means anyone who is a litigamlisputing
party, plaintiff, defendantappellantrespondent, o
as the case may beayitness or executor an

representative in a customary court.

9/ “Secretary” means an expert assigned to assist el

of a customary court.

10/ “Committee” an organ to be organized by ‘Wereda’

or ‘Kebele’ to facilitate the selection of elders

11/ “Satisfactory ReasonO means any reason that eldt
of a customaryourt deem sufficient, considerir
the unique circumstances of the specific locality

which the court operates
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3. Scope of Application

B LV APE T&E 0NNV APE owlt 1/ This proclamation shalbe applicabléo any persor
LT AET MM Ao VAR AR who gives his consent to the resolution of his ¢
LGLPA: in accordance with this proclamation

¢ NHovare+d 700 hre+dX (8) £ 2/ Without prejudice tdahe provision undeBub-article
+mN+ Y N%%gvA h A Tom 460 N H (1) of this Article, relevant provisions of thi

AP® N+meOrT C4+APLE  hAhAH proclamation shalbe applicabl¢o differentbodies

LCLPA: ¢ stated in this proclamation.

n KAUA T PART TWO
¢ 0 MERC L0 TN TTh Goowl 5B OBJECTIVES AND FUNDAMENTAL
oo P PF PRINCIPLES OF CUSTOMARY COURTS
0. PANRCE LT 9A9

~

4. Objectives of the Customary Court
PAASCE 0t ¢ 2 ARAPH LTI The awistomary court shighave the followingobjectives

8 ¢ nANTINLON & O hG hdy Enabling disputes to be solved based on custon
aowl t A LCT hAov?RT AL I “IRL| |aws and values of the regional society;

€ PA i 7 AL P el F A @1 2/ Contributingto the respect for human rights and |
N°MNé&7 &1 & F-HNAL ¢ o1°Priye-4 rule of law by dispensing justice based on custon
9% 5y YNNG h C P oF A Wemetdq  law that is better in fact finding angrevalence of

PCY T Al (29 A R UKL justice, ad strengthen the social relations of f
w0 FFG P T POARY A avHapy diSpuants:
i LA

F/andhNimman +L40 ¢ 01T wmen, $|3/ Makingthe people of the regiogetaccess to justic
en /M CaF7 P oIneteNth Al AN that are affordable and low costith simplified
AT8BLETTT TILL D procedures;
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4/ Creatinga legal and justice systetimat ensured sens
of ownership and contribute for development of

Amhara culture, value and language.

5. Fundamental Principles
The establishment of customary courts, recognition
operating procedures shall gevernel by the following
principles:
1/ Being based onconsentand whether they ar
alternatives
A) Customary courts shall operate alongside reg
courts and serve as alternative dispute resolt
mechanisms;
B) No one shall bgudged by a customary @urt
without his free consent.
2/ Not harmingon customary system
Without prejudice to the mandatory requiremen
referredunder this proclamationhe establishment an
recognition of customary catlaw shall bebased ornhe
observance of trust worthiness of customary instituti

operations and cultural values.

3/ From observance ofhuman rights perspectivi
customary courts arebligedthe following:
A) All procedures implemented in the custom:
court shall respect humaights of the parties ir
the dispute;

B) Customary cougshall provide their judgment
and service free from discrimination based
social statusrace, ethnicity, nationalitysocial
location, color, language, religion, political o
other thoughts, wealtiplace of birth, physical

Impairement or any other status.

C) Men and women shall be equally treatedhe

customary court
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D) Customary courts shall respect priority rights

children

E) Parties coming toustomary couthavethe right
to bring their own language translator
F) Decisions of customary courts, includii

physical penalties, shall not be inhumi
degrading, full of cruelty or humiliate and

violate dignty;

G) Human rights violationg the decisiormaking
process of customary courts shall hdficient

grounds for appeal.

4/ Regarding accessibility to the society:
A) Customary courts shall be established
recognized in ananner ensurin@ccessibility
and are located within the communities the

serve,

B) The establishment of cutomary courts and I
applied in customary courts shall be predicte
and easily accessiblerecognized by the
community).

PART THREE
CUSTOMARY COURTS ESTABLISHMENT,
RECOGNITION, STRUCTURE AND POWER

6. Establishment and Recognition of
Customary Courts

The Amhara Region @tomary Courtsperating on the

hiP® basis of customary laware hereby established by th

proclamation.
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2/ Recognition may be given to social institutso
organized as customary courts tlsattle disputes
based on customary laws. Particulars shall

determined bwregulation and directive to be issue

3/ Notwithstanding the provisionsf Sub-articles (1)
and(2) of this Article, social institutions engaged
dispute resolution undecustomary laws are nc
prohibited by this proclamation to discharge th
regular duties.

7. Structure of Customary Courts

1/ The Customary Courtbeing established from th

nationalities custmary courts, it shall he the

following structure at Wieedaor kebele level

A) First Instance Customary Coudnd
B) Appellate @urt
2/ Customary ourts shall have the following organs:
A) Presiding Eldeof the Customary Couraind
B) Elders of the Customary Court.
3/ Customary Court shall have Secretardythe the
customary courand other staffs as necessary.

4/ Notwithstanding the provisiorfsom Sub articleq1-
3) of this Article, the institutional detailed structul
and implementation of the customary court shall
determined by the regulation andredtive to be
iIssuedaccordance with the customary law of 1
locality and unique characteristics of the custom

court
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8. Customary Courts Judicial Power
1/ The Customary Court Shall have a jurisdiction o

the following matters:

A) Family and privateivil matters;

B) Crimescases submitted as private appeal
law transgression matters;

C) Other matters expressly authorized by ot

laws.

2/ Customary Courshall haveproceedingurisdiction
of a caseonly if the disputing parties give the

consent either in writing or orally.

3/ Litigant parties in a regular court can request tl
casesmentionedin this Article to be referred ta

customary courtdsed omutual agreement.

4/ Without prejudiceo the provisionsrom Sub-articles
(1 — 3) of this Article, at least one of the followin
criteria must be fulfilled in order for the Custome
Court to proceed a case before it:

A) At least one of the disputing parties is a resic
or was born in thdocal administrative uni

within the jurisdiction ofthie customaryaurt, or

B) The immovable property subject to the disp
is situated in the local administrative uwithin
the jurisdiction of the customaryurt, or

C) The case leading to the dispute was initiatet

finalized within the jurisdiction of the

customary ourt.



T¢ OTIN yINIi 2hhi Odg®2t | R OAd2%RAYCO$q2lr7i. k

The Amhara National Regional State Zikre Hig Gazette No.29, June 06, 2025 page 9

Z MHVAT+X 700 Hp+mMEe ¢ +H

PAnNAQNLBTIANNT 10 ¢ PFOC N0 +A

ad i+ ¢ TLPET ¢ O hA hT7 0MSEO)|

L1t BT LPA:

W NNLvAT+EPR 700 hA7T+x BAQA9A]
NSC PCAMTCLE 0T N0 7
AP LN+ 9P CH ¢ @7 C A Fwthi
9 tATT AL IIANTLGT L PA:
(V) N A CAKCAL A ToOWT §FIN 3L P
(A) 1 & Poo@A 7 FIN 4.0 9
(ch) ¢ @%h & A & o@ O 7 ;

(o0) MRS N L&PIN D LA

i PPAMNTEA® SCL N ¢ ¢4 NN G
GCCLE 0T AAANT 9777 Nachdel To L
o H h?7 ASIEh e OFPR 18
ALt oo b, ATAONT AONMAE &
avd° Ll STA A

L/ 0 théhal ST & NRIKCE 0T ool
P eavl 7 45L& @K CL& Mwl? EN Haww? ¢ &
700 AR (€) odwddN0+PC AP
¢ o - M7 P A @I

B 2100 €CL& M+ 0 ool ool @ AL GE
n+t et oar CTRTT
PP CN@7 Pé&r NF AWt havo-

N -+ avof

h &Fdh &t
Aa 109170 2F

. ¢ 19170 PHF9°C = ooh 4.C T

5 N0 S  ®o G@ P 990+
oo 4. CFF 999 T -h ANl

U) PaMmMA ®CE& 0k ¢ TNt
h?  hSOLART P @PS P UL hANC

5/ When there is a local customary law that determ
jurisdiction in a different &y than what is provide
under Sukarticle (4) of this Article, such customar

law shallprevail

6/ Notwithstanding with the provision of Stduticle
1(B) of this Article, the Customary Court shall ha
the following executive powers in relationto
criminal mattersnstituted bythe Public Prosecutor
A) Reconciling the parties under dispute
B) Determining amount of payment and execut

of such orde
C) Determining compensatido be paid
D) Determining on litigation related costs.

7/ When a court of jurisdiction seizing the mat
believes that the case should be resolved by
Customary Court, or there is a law requiring sc
may refer the case to the Customary Court for
resolution based on the consent of the parties.

8/ A courtshallnot have the power to entertairmatte
pending before a customary court with the consel
the partieexcept in accordance with Article 34 st
article 2 of this Proclamation.

9/ The Customary Court shall have the jurisdiction o
over appeals against the final decisions of the |
Instance Customary Court.

PART FOUR
ELDERS

9. Criterion for Elders Election
1/ A person must fulfill the followingcriteria to be
elected as an elder of a Customary Court:
A) person who knowsind respecs the customary
law and social values of the place where

Customary Court operates;
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B) A person who has acceptance and with enc
experience and qualities on reconciliation amt
the community;

C) Willing to serve asn eldey

D) A person trusted by the community for
integrity fromkickbackandpalm greasing

E) A person who does hdnvave mental or physice
impairmentor incapable from performing hi
duties;

F) He is not convicted ofrime; or he is reinstate
in case he had beergprously convicted of suck

2/ Without prejudice to &b-article (1) of this Atrticle,
additional criteria forelection of elders may b

determined by regulatioror directive to be issued.

10. Number of Elders
Given the variations in the desnary practices o
differentnationalities in the region, the number of eld
in the Customary Courghallbe determined in a mann
that ensures equity and trust, taking into accepatific
contexts. Particulars shall beterminedy a regulation
anddirective to be issed.

11. Election Procedures
1) A Wereda court shall establisha committeethat

coordinates and leads thkection of elders

2) The committee shall request the kebele administr
to convene the meeting of the Kebele resident

select elders

3) The appointmentand removal of elders shall be
determined in accordaneath the customary laws
Detail procedureshall be determined lgyregulation

and directive to be issued
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12. Oath of the Elders
Upon announcement of the results, the elected elde
the Customary Court shall take an oath in accord:
with the customary law of the area where the Custor

Court operates

13. Terms of Service of Elders
1/ The term=of service 6 eldersshall be determined il
accordance with the customary law of the local

Particulars shall be determinbyg a directive.

2/ Notwithstandingwhat to be determined undeul®
article (1) of this Article, capacityor integrity
limitations of an elder may be challenged throt
whistleblowing or complaint handling procedures
the complaint is substantiated by a meeting of
Kebele residents, the elder may be removed at

time.

14. Removal of Elders Other than Lack
of Capacity and Ethics

An eldermay be removed from his duty based on
following grounds

1) Up on his own will;

2) By death, physical injury or health issue leading

inability to continue to discharge his duty;

3) Inability to continue discharging his duty by reas
of change of his residence,;

4) If he is elected as an Appellate Custom@ugurt
Elder;

5) If he failed to fulfill at least one of the listed criter
under Article 9 Sularticle (1) of this Proclamatior
that elders should meet drdiscrimination is to be

found.
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15. Notification of Resignation and
Replacement Election

1/ If an elder of the Customary Cowantsto resign in
accordance with Article 14ub-articles(1-3) of this
Proclamation, he shall givae month prior notice t
thecommittee

2/ Thevacant elder shall be elected following procedt
of Article 11 of this proclamation through tt
established committe¢o cause the election

customay court elder

16. Independence of Service
1/ Customary Courtshallexercise their function base
on customary lavand valuesof the regionguided
only by sense of justideeing free fronpressures o
politics, religion, personal outlook and any organ.

2/ Eldersshall be guided by their own conscien
customary law and values of the society.

3/ Eldersshall not be subjected to civil and crimin
liability for their decisions and orders they rend
pursuant to the customary law, on matters fall
undertheir ppwer or matters which they deein,
good faith, fall within their power

4/ Eldersshall not be removed from their duty befo
the lapse of their term of office unless proven

have shown capacity or ethical limitations.
17. Obligations of Elders

Any elder shall have the followingpligations

1/ Respecting the required code of conduct;

2/ Refraining from discriminationbased on gende
religion, ethnicity age, economic status, politic

attitude and any other ground,;
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3/ Beingfree from working for personal gain;
4/ Possession of exemplary behavior and a persone
that builds the good will of the Customary Court

5/ Keeping confidentiality;
6/ Refraining from lecomingmember of any politica
party,
7/ Taking all decisions fothe Customary Court as th
of his own;
8/ Withdrawalof himself from the case if same havil
conflict of interesis submitted
18. Duty and Responsibility of Presiding
Elder
Presiding Eldershall have the following addition:
obligations
1/ Fixing a dayfor hearing and notifying other elde
and concerned organs;
2/ Submitting report of Customary Court to t
concerned organ;
3/ Making disputants or witnesses take oath or enst
same.
19. Secretary of Customary Court
1/ A Customary Court shall have osexretary.
2/ A person to be assigned as secretary of Custol
Court shall fulfill the crieria specified under Articl¢
9, Subarticles (1) (B), (C) and (D) of this
proclamation.
The Waeaeda Court shall assigrsecretary of
Customary Court on competition basexh a
procedureto beissued bythe eldersor customary
law.
4/ Detail implementations of this rAcle shall be
determinedby a regulationand directive to be

issued
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20. Duty and ResponsibilitySecretary

1/ The Secretary shgtlerfomthe following functions:
A) Presenting at the hearing and accurate

recordng oral applications, defensespral
litigation, witness tesinonies, judgments anc
ordersto be rendered.

B) Makingthe elders sign on orders and judgme
rendered,;

C) Fixing date for the first hearing and notifyir
same to the plaintiff;

D) Receiving and properly handlingubmitted

evidenceprganizing filesand numbering;

E) Giving copy of a judgment;
F) Organizing a report.
2/ The Secretarghall havehe followingobligations:
A) Those duties enumerated under Article 1-5)bf
this Proclamatiombout the elders;

B) Refraining from preparing statements of claims i
defenses foparties under disputanting
C) Performing anytask of the customary cou

assigned to him by the elders

21. Accountability
Elders and secretary who fail to discharge du
entrusted to them in accordance with this proclama
or other relevant laws shall be accountable in accord
with thecustomary law or a regulation to be issued

other relevant laws.

22. Benefits
Benefis and other payments concerning secre
Customary Court Secretaghall be determined by

regulation or directive to be issued as necessary.
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PART FIVE
HEARING PLACE, PROCEDURES OF

APPLICATION AND DECISION -MAKING
PROCESSOF CUSTOMARY COURTS

23. Hearing Place and Time of Customary

Courts
1/ Customary Court shall conduct its trial at a place ope

the public.

2/ Without prejudiceto the provision of 8b-article (1)
of this Article,it canhear the case in camera wher:
IS required to protect privacy of the disputing parti
morality and security of the public or another grot

as may be provided undeustomary laws.

3/ The place of conducting trial (hearinggingdecided
based on circumstance of the casajay be one of
the following:

A) Undershade ofitree;
B) Near water peripheries;

C) In a hallpreparedr given for this purpose;

D) In other places aallowed by the customary lav

4/ The customary court shall determine ffermanent
time of hearing based on the number of case

based on the customary law.

5/ The Customary Court shafinnounce the da of
hearing to the community pursuant to Santicle (4)

of this Article or the local customary law.

6/ Notwithstanding to Sudarticle (4) of this Article,
presiding eldemay fix additioral day for hearing in
order to entertain ongoing or urgent casés.must

notify same to the elders and concerned bodies.
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24. Conditions of Proofing of Consent

1/ A person who filed his suit or application to
Customary Court shall be presumed to have gi
his consent tbe adjudicatedy customary aurt.

2/ The defendant who appeared after the summc
duly served upon him shall be asked his consel
verify whether he desires his casde adjudicatec
by Customary Court before submitting his staterr
of defense and he shall confirm such either
writing or orally.

3/ A plaintiff or defendant who gave his consent to

jurisdiction of Customary Coudannot revoke it.
25. Applicable Laws
1/ The law which the Customary Court ought to ap
shall be the customary law of the place wher
carries out its foction.
2/ Notwithstanding with the provision ofuB-article (1)
of this Article, the customary law shall not |
applicabldf it hasone of the following short comings

A) Where it contravenesith natural justice; or

B) Where it does rtaespect equity; or

C) Where it contradicts with ethics and morality
the community; or

D) Where it discriminates between people basel
religion, sex, ppearance, age, disabilit

nationality, political attitude, wealtlor any

other grounds; or

E) Where it violates human rights.

3/ Without prepdice to the provision ddub-article (2)
of this Article, Customary Courts may apf
customary laws and practicedich may favor the
rights of women, children, people with disabili

and other vulnerable segments of the society.
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26. Application Procedures of a Case

1/ A person who desires his case to be adjudicate
Customary Court shall contact Secretasly the
Customary Court tfix dateof the hearing.

2/ The required number of elders of the Custom
Court need tobe fulfilled in accordance witl
customary law before commencement of hearin
the case.

3/ The plaintiff shall appear and present his casthé
Customary Court on the dadéappointment.

4/ The Customary Court shall dismiss the casel
farewell the plaintiffwithout the need to call th
defendant where the suit or application brought c
not fall under its jurisdictioror the plaintiff has nc
benefit from the suiin accordance with customal
law or where it believes that there i® @ause of
action.

5/ Summonshall besent to a person against whom f
suit or application is instituted through a pers
trusted by elders of the Customary Court to apy
with his statement of defense.

6/ Where a person failed to appear after summon
duly served upon him in accordanegh Sub-article
(5) of this Article, he shall be served for a second tii

7/ Necessary measure shall be taken in accordance
local customary law against a person who failec
appear dér duly summoned according Sub-article
(6) of this Article.

8/ The suit or application shall be explained at

hearing to the defendaift he appeared after dul

served with the summons.



T¢ 1BIIN §INi 2hhi Oaket | R OAd28RBAYCISq2G7d. k

The Amhara National Regional State Zikre Hig Gazette No.29, June 06, 2025 page 18

b/ +mn e+L0N+7 An ©LHETAM
namae SCCNT 14 % h'7 8 3
CPLY L DOT R ANMA FCREE
PeLNNT Ad AL ooNMIHHTARA
A ACIE oo & LTAN::

I/t+haf®esinnt+? na oL h-;

Y C0mA SCLON M0 T hhai

MTA®m ¢9mAN w7 ool

ANLAL®T TO6HM N Lawnai :

EAhA®PL0NT+7 An PUIIL (AT

LCE Nk hANé&AL UPT ooNHE

AMCHT @At oo mT LTAA::

EQAoo70 00 T A &1 FTT5¢ oof

421+ +EPC h+mhA 073A A

AT .Y POmMA €CL M-k 00

Al dALGTC I8 ooN & LTAA: :
0 Hv hr+X n700  (bAEY

LY 11T NTC? ¢ 0hmA

PeLNATT? 158 OQevdah T P04

P TN ot Anhan  £ao7 '

7PCY T h1F ovh A LTAAN: :

I hafl ¢2°¢CNO® 77509 §
Ab-EJOLI +ThAal ¢ 7 417 F @9
oo\l (AR L9 N ANTLTAAN: :

TZNOA € CL 0T P99 P o &
MrTEF DI ®17 0N hm7? M0 FIrdd
hSTAI: :

TENNLY A7ekx 700 (T&FRFERYT 1
A7 L 4mN ¢ -AUhSeh & OMNDFH AN )
DL CAMNECLE 0 TIWweNT  hll
MA@ AN chehDoowl -+ A%U P &A T
ao®h AL TA A: :

M-

T

bE)]

Ty

9/ If the defendant confirms his consent to
adjudicated by the customary couteahehears the
statement of claim, the Customa@purtmay order

to defend otakeanothemeasure

10/ Where the defendant admits the suit or applica
against him, the Customary Courhay give
judgement or necessary order in accordance with
customary law of the place where the Custornr
Courtcarries out its function.

11/Where the defendant denies the suit against him

Customary Court may give decision teaf
ascertaining the matter appropriatenanner.

12/ Where the disputing parties failed to appear &
hearing of the case has commemc the
Customary Courtmay take an appropriat
measure in accordance with customary law.

13/Notwithstanding to provisions ofub-article (1-12)
of this Article, the Customary Court may follo
any other procedure of customary law of the pl

where it caries out its functions.

14/ Any suit or application instituted ba plaintiff or
the defense presented bydefendantmay be in

writing or orally.

15/No partycanbe repreented by legal attorney on ai

case proceeding before the Customary Court.

16/ Without prejudice to the prov@n of Sub-article
(15) of this Article, parties may be represented
member of the family or by another person whc
allowed by the customary law of the place where

Court carries out its function.
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27. Witness Hearing
1/ A Customary Court shall summon any witneiss
customary court deemed so mentioned by the

parties to testify about the case at hand.

2/ Where it is understood that a person called to te:
failed to show interest to appear without good cal
the Customary Court shall take necessary mesa
to compel the attendance of such person
accordance with the customary law or issue at
warrant so that Kebele administrator shall secure

attendince
28. Oath
1/ Before hearing a suit, defense or witness,
Customary Court shall make the parties
witnesses take oath in accordance with the custo
the place where the CustoryeCourt is located o

based omeligion of the individual

2/ Any person may apply to the Customary Cduyt
taking oath to be trustedhether he committed c
omitted the act he is suspectedasfspecified in the

application.

3/ Where the applicatiois lodged in accordance wi
Sub-article (2) of this Article, the Cu®mary Court
shall call concerned bodies and make them take

based on custom of the localttybetrusted

4/ Where a person failed to give his consent to take
to be trusted in accordance withigarticles (2) and
(3) of this Article, he shall be presumed to he
committed the act and the Custom&@wgurt shall
take necessary measure against him based o

customary law.
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29. In Person Observation
Elders of the Customary Court may physically presel
a place to observand ascertain disputes deemed a
necessaryelating to boundary of land, right of way, u

of river water ad other cases

30. Decision Making Process

1/ The Customary Court shall exert etforto resolve
disputes througimediatedagreement between tf
disputing parties.

2/ Where thecase is completed imediatedagreement
accordance with Suérticle (1) of this Article, the
Customary Court shall recorg¢ontent of the
agreement and dismiss the parties

3/ If mediatedagreement iseachedn accordance witt
Sub-article 2 of this Articleit shall be considered ¢

the decision given by Customary Court and will
executed accordingly.

4/ Where the case is not settledrbgdiatedagreement
reached between the disputipgrties in accordanc
with Subarticles (1-3) of this Article, elders of the
Customary Court shall give a mediated jetignt or
order in accordance with the customary law.

5/ The elders shall explain for the parties about the
customary law and the reason on which thegdeio
reachmediated judgmentor order.

6/ Elders should endeavor to enable the dispu
parties to reach agreement on the sieais given in
accordance with &-article (4) and (5) of this
Article and implement the same.

7/ 1f it is impossible to makeisputing partieseach
ageement in accordance withulsarticle (6) of
this Article, the aggrieved party has the right
appeal.
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31. Types of Decision

1/ The Customary Court may give one @ymbining

more of the following judgments:

A) Advising and givingadmonitionto the person a
fault;

B) Compensation, returning property, deciding
value or amount of the propertpr causing
payment of property valyeuphdding any

request concerning damage to economic rigk

C) Order and execute service payments base

Customary law and procedures;

D) Making the sued person do or refrain from do

a specific act;

E) Costs and damages;

F) Compulsory labor;

G) Fine;

H) Oher kinds of measures as acceptable by
customary law of the local areahere the
customary court operates.

2/ Without prejudice to the provisiasf Sub- article (1)
of this Article, the Customary Court may ma
orders undementioned above tioe executed in cas

or in kind.

32. Withdrawal of Claim

1/ A plaintiff may withdraw his claim, befomdecision is
rendered by the customary cquitie to recaociliation
or for any other reasons. A withdrawn claim can

be instituted again.
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4/ The customary court may aer the plaintiff to
compensatehe costs incurred by the defendaint

there was cost and damge due to the claim.

33. Appeal
1/ In case the customary law has an appeal procedt
person who is aggrieved by decision of the F
Instance Customary Court may take his appeal tc

Appealate Customary Court

2/ A person who is aggrieved Winal decisionof the
Customary Courmay take his appeal td/ereda
Court if his grievance is related to one of i
following:

A) Applying customary law which undermines t
right to equality of disputing parties;
B) Overlooking the rights to be heard or importi
evidence presented by a disputpagty;

C) Applying customary law or practice whic
violates human rights and basic freedo
recognized under the Constitution a

international human rights instruments ratifi

by our country.

D) If it heard and decided out of its jurisdiction.

3/ The decision rendered bwereda court or first
instance courtpursuant to Sudarticle (2) of this

Article shall be final on question of facts.

4/ A person who has grievance dacisionor order of
Customary Court shall request copy of the decis

within 15 days from the date of the decision.
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5/ TheCustomary Court shall give a copy of its decis
to a person requesting same within 15 days the

date the request is made.

6/ A party aggrieved by decision @@ustomary Cour
shall file his appeal to a body havipgrisdiction
within 30 days since takingppy of the decision.

7/ Notwithstanding the provisions ofuB-articles (4-6)
of this Article, theAppeallateCustomary Court o
Wereda Court may give copy of the decision
accept an application for appeal without be
bounded by the above time limit where it ascertz

the existence of good cause.

8/ The AppeallateCustomary Courtmay summon the
defendant when it believes that there is an issue-
clarified.

9/ Where the defendant fails to appear aftetyc
summoned in accordance witht&article (8) of this
Article, it shall proceedto hear the appeal garte
and give judg@ment or order it deems appropriate

34. Executing Judgement or Order Given
by Customary Court

1/ Customary Court shall have the power to enforce
order it has given for appearance of a defendar
a witness, or order given for the pestto appear
and take oath as well @sjudgement @ order given

in accordance witlbustomary law of the area.

2/ A person bound to execute tbecisionor order of
the Customary Court shall be ordered to appear
execute same; were the Customary Cou

understansglthat the person so has no will or inter

to execute:
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A) Summon and ask his reasons and give warnir
execute;

B)Where the person failed to comply with t
warning given in accordance with Sticle 2
(A) of this Article, he shallbeimposeal economic
or social sanction in accordance witthe
circumstance of the case and customary law o
area or use the Kebele administration to exe:
its judgement;

C) Where the attempt to execute the jatgnt o
orderin accordance with Suérticle 2 (A) and (B
of this Articleis failed, the Customary Court she
notify the reason why it fald to execute anc
request theveredacourt to execute the judgent;

D) The WeredaCourt shall execute the decisic
referred fromMte Customary Coumh accordance
with Subarticle (2) (C)by considering as it:

decision.

3/ When one party takes appetd an appeallat:
customary court ojudgement or order of given t
him, the customary court may order the executiol
be stayed until the case is resolved by the appell

court.

PART SIX
FSTABLISHMENT, STRUCTURE, POWER
AND FUNCTION OF ADVISORY COUNCIL

35. Establishment
1/ An Advisory Council (here in aftecalled the
Council) is established by this proclamation to g
advice forCustomary Courts in the Amhara Regic

2/ The Advisory Councilshall beaccountable to th
Amhara Region Council
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36. Member of the Council

1/ The Council shall have the following members:
A) The RegiorSupreme Court PresidentChairperson
B) The RegionJusticeBureau Head.Vice Chairpersoy
C)Culture and Tourism Bureau Head....... Secretary
D)Women’s, Youth and Social Affairs Head.........

E) The Regional Police Commissioner.......

F) The Regional Justice and Law Institute Chief Direc

G)The RegionaBar AssociationPresident.Member
H)Other stakeholders as proposed by the chairpers

be a member

37. Meeting Procedure of the Council
1/ While the Council shall hold its regular meetings
twice a year, the chairpersomay call for an

extraordinary meeting as necessary.

2/ It shall bequorum if half of the members are pres:

in the meeting

3/ While decision of the council shall be madey
majority vote the decision supported by tt

chairperson shall be final ca® of tie

4/ Without prejudice to Gb-articles (1-3) of this
Article, the Council mayissue its own internal

governingdirectiveof meetingprocedures
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38. Powers and Duties of the Council

The Council shall have the following powandduties

1/ Monitors the overall implementation of th
proclamation and provide recomnuztions on
corrective measures;

2/ Oversees the proper executiondotiesassigned tc
various institutions under this proclamation &

coordinates same;

3/ Developsa system in whicthuman resource an
logistics supporto be providedand ensures the
compliance

4/ Investigates andapprovesdecisions regardingo
remove elders from the Customary Court due

theirlack of capacity or ethical violations;

5/ Develors strategies to facilitate the establishme

recognition, expansion, and rganization of

Customary Courts;

6/ Monitors and provide support to address tF
challenges faced by Customary Courts in sen

delivery and execution.

7/ Follows upthe performance reports submitted

customary courts in accordance with t

proclamation and offer recommendations.

8/ Devisesa strategyin which elders to get training

from time to time;

9/ The Council shall prepariés own internal working

directives.
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39. Secretariat of the Council

1/ The Councilshall havea secretariato beorganized
under theRegionalSupreme Court.

2/ The Regional Supreme Court shaléllocate the
necessary budget and humaesaurces to th
secretariat

3/ The secetariatshall offer secretarial services to tt

Council and lead daily operatigns

4/ In accordance with this proclamationyhile
specificallyresponsible orgarghallsubmit quarterly
reports through their representatives, the secre

shall also present thigports tahe Council;

5/ Shall execute decisions and perform otltrties as

assigned by the Council.

PART SEVEN
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
40. Source of Income
1/ Customary court shalldve the following sources ¢
income:

A) Contributions to be collected from local
community under jurisdiction of theustomary
court;

B) Fineto be decided pursuant tatile 48 of this
proclamation;
C) Financial support to be collected fror
government and negovernmental bodies.
2/ Particulardor the implementation of Suérticle (1)
of this Article shall be determined laregulationto

be issued
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41. Utilization of the Income

The incometo becollected in accamlance with Article

40 of this Poclamation shall be used for the followil

purposes:

1/ To improve service delivery of the Customary Col

2/ To effect payments artienefits of the Secretagnd
other employees of the Customary Court as ma
determined by regulation and directive to be issut
42. Accountability

The Customary Court established to be recognizet

under this proclamation slabe accountable to th

RegionalSupreme Court

43. Obligations of Courts

1/ Without prejudice to what may be determinedéab
regulation and directive to be issued, the Amr
Regional Supreme Courshall havethe following
obligations:

A) Encourages disputes be resolved by Customa
Courts;

B) Provides training or facilitats for the provision of
trainings to the elders on human rights, ethic
values, and other relevant topics;

C) Incorporats reports about the customary court
its report topresent tahe RegionCouncil;

D) Provides human resource and logistic suppbit
has;

E) Gathes income {inancial supporj helping to
increase income of the customary courts
collaboration withweredacourts.

2/ Without prejudice to what may be determinedé
regulation and directive to be issutdimplement
this proclamation wereda Court shall have the
following obligations:

A) Makes Customary Courtsto be establishin

accordance with provisions of this Proclamation;
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B) Recognize social organizations involved in dispu
resolution as Customary Courts and provide tt

with the necessary support;

C) Makeseldersto be appointegnd secretary to be
assigned

D) Makesthe submission reportegardingCustomary
Courts performance; evaluatesnakes necessary

assistanc& enhancéheir effectiveness

E) Follows up the execution of penalties made |
customary courts andhakes necessargorrective
actionsto be takenn areas whereaps exist;

F) Follows upthe execution bdecisions made by th
customary courts andhakes the execution upc

support request.

44. Obligation of Kebele Administration
Without prejudice to what may be determined &
regulation and directive to be issued, the Kek
Administration shall havethe following obligations
when requested by Customary Court:
1/Ensuring the security of the Customary Court hea

environment;
2/ Executing or causing the execution of ordgirgen

by Customary Court;

3/ Execution of fines and compulsory labor;

4/ Arranging a place where the Custogn@ourt carries
out its duties

45. Obligation of Culture and Tourism Bureau

Without prejudice to what may be determined &

regulation and directive to be issued, Culture .

Tourism Bureau and its subordinatekall have tle

following obligations:
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1/ Works forimplementation of findings by conductir
researches aimed at the development of custol

courts in ollaborating with other concerned bodie

2/ Works with concerned bodies to realize t
codificationof customary laws of the region;
3/ Facilitates for access oftrainings to elders on

customary laws;

4/ Undertake necessarwctivities so thatcustomary
laws to transfer from generation to generation;

5/ Undertaks any activities that helps Customa
Courts tobeflourished.

46. Obligation to Give Support
1/ Any concerned body shall haa@ obligationto give
support in implementing matters covered under

proclamation.

2/ Individuals, community associations as well
governmental and negovernmental bodies are du
bound to respect decisions given by Custorr

Courts related to sanctions and otbeters

47. Plenum of Elders

1/ The plenum of elders shall be convened once a ye
woredalevel.

2/ Elders of FirstInstance Customary Court at
Appellate Customary Court shall take part at
plenum.

3/ President oVeredaCourt shall beChairpersorof the
Plenum; Head othe WeredaCulture and Tousm
Office shall be vice chairpersatf the plenum.

4/ The plenumparicipants shall discuss on agend
presented fromthe Chairperson and the Vic

Chairperson
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z/

v)

n)

ch)

5/ The Plenum shall elect elders in accordance \
Article 11 of this Proclamatigrand dismiss thos:

havinglack of capacity or ethical defects

6/ Regarding to plenum of elders conducted at
regional level shall be determined by detai

directiveto be issued.

48. Penalties
1/ CustomaryCourt may penalize a pens who fails to

comply withcustomary lawprocedureof the area

2/ Notwithstanding wittthe provision of 8b-article (1)
of this Article, the following acts shalmake
penalized in accordance with customary law of
area.

A) Where apersonfailed to appear without goo
cause aftebeingduly summoned to appe&v
customary couras a defendant

B) A person who misleads, distwbwhile the
customary court is carrying out its dutiesy;
insults, threats atoerceselders, scretary, party
or witnessest the customary court alelays a
proceeding in any condition

C) Customary Court may take necessary mea
against ampne who failed to obey its order «
unnecessarilintervenes in its activitidsasen

customary law.

49. Power to Issue Regulation and Directive
1/ The Amhara NationaRegionCouncil mayissuea
regulation needed timplementthis Proclamation.
2/ The AmharaRegionalSupreme Court maissuea
directive to implement this proclamation anca
regulation to béssuedor the implementation dhis

proclamation.
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50. Inapplicable Laws
Any proclamation, regulation, directive or decisi
inconsistent with this proclamation shall be inapplice
with respect to matters provided for in this Proclamat

51. Effective Date

This proclamation shall come in to force from the da

of its publicationonthe Regionakikre Hig Gazette.

Done at Bahir Dar,
This 6t Date of June/2025

Arega Kebede Legas
President of the Amhara National Regional
State



